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^Israeli air force can strike Iran’ 

ITEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel’s air force has the capacity to strike-as 
far as targets in Iran, the general tipped to be its next chief said in 
an interview published Tuesday. "We can punish states which are 
not necessarily on the borders' 1 of Israel. General Eitan Ben 
Eliahu said in a reference to Iran. He is expected to replace Gen. 
'Hertzl Bodinger as air force chief in the coming months. “We 
already proved it in the past.” he said, referring to Israel's 
bombardment in 1981 of Iraqi nuclear facilities. “And our 
dissuasion force, our striking force and our endurance levels are 
being strengthened each day.” On Sunday, the Iranian air force 
chief warned Israel against attacks on nuclear installations in the 
country and said his force could retaliate with a “stunning blow.” 
Brigadier General Habibi Baghat said he did not take “Israeli 
ibreais seriously because they are not in a position to make such 
threats." “They are fully mistaken if they think they have the 
capability to carry out their threats without reprisal. The air force 
stands fully prepared to inflict a stunning blow on them.” The 
'United Slates and Israel accuse Iran of trying to develop nudear 
weapons, a charge denied by Tehran. 



Sudan reports Libyan reprieve for workers 

KHARTOUM (AT) — Libya has given 300.000 Sudanese until 
year's end to leave the country, allowing impoverished Sudan 
more time to prepare for a flood of poor, unemployed workers. 
Libya had ordered the labourers out by Sept. 30. Sudanese 
officials said, because they had no work permits. The expulsions 
may also have been prompted by Libyan suspicions that Sudan's 
Islamist government was behind recent unrest in eastern Libya. 
An estimated 430.000 Sudanese reside in Libya, and more than 
10.000 have already been expejled. Thousands more were re- 
ported gathering at an oasis that is the last stop before the border 
in an exodus that Sudanese officials had predicted would take 
three months and conclude before the end of the year. Taicddin Al 
’ Mahdi. the minister for expatriate affairs, said Tuesday that Libya 
had agreed to give the Sudanese three more months so “they could 
prepare themselves for returning home." Libya will allow the 
deportees to take all their goods and that they would -receive all 
money owed to them, he said. 
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Ureikat, Billeh 
named advisers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Former 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Talal 
Ureikat has been appointed 
advisor to His Royal High- 
ness . Crown Prince Hassan 
for the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology 
affairs. Victor Billeh, a for- 
mer head of the National 
(.Centre for Educational De- 
velopment, has been named 
as the Crown Prince’s advisor 
for human resources develop- 
ment and international rela- 
tions. 

Prices of paper 
tissues raised 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prices of 
second class paper tissues 
Rave been raised by between 
three per cent for small size 
elastic diapers to 23 per cent 
for paper tissues of 300 pulls 
and second class toilet paper. 
The average increase for pap- 
er tissues was approximately 
19 per cent. The new prices, 
which have been approved 
and announced by the Minis- 
try of Supply, shall take 
effect as of today, Oct. 4. 
However, the decision ex- 
cluded the purchases of the 
Civil Servants' Consumer 
Corporation and the Military 
Consumers' Corporation, 
whose purchases are subject 
to direct contracts with the 
producers. 

1 killed in 
Gaza attack 

RAFAH (AFP) — A Palesti- 
nian policeman was shot dead 
"^Tuesday in an attack on the 
home of a ‘ police general 
whose brother is a top Hamas 
official held in the United 
States, witnesses said. Three 
masked men sprayed the 
home in the Gaza Strip’s 
Rafah refugee camp of Police 
General Mahmoud Abu Mar- 
zouk with Kalashnikov rifle 
fire, killing 25-year-old 
Wahel Limrari who was on 
guard duty. The general in 
the civil defence, a branch of 
the Palestinian police, is a 
brother of Musa Abu Mar- 
zouk who was arrested in 
■June at Kennedy Airport in 
New York. Musa Abu Mar- 
zouk has since been detained 
on suspicion of terrorist acti- 
vities and Israel wants his 
extradition. 

Hariri to visit 
Germany next week 

.BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik Al 
Hariri will visit Germany 
next week for talks with offi- 
rials on - the Middle East 
peace process and economic 
! cooperation, official sources 
; said on Tuesday. They said it 
-will be the first visit to Ger- 
-many by a Lebanese prime 
; minister. The four-day visit 
- to begin Oct. 12 by the bil- 
lionaire tycoon spearheading 
Lebanon’s revival from the 
J 975-90 civil war, aims at 
boosting economic coopera- 
tion between the two coun- 
4?ies, they added. 

.3 pro-Israelis killed 
jfn S. Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — A 
■roadside bomb killed two 
men and a woman working 
for Israel’s militia ally, the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), 
•Wednesday, security sources 
reported. They said the 
-ambush bore aJI the hall- 
marks of Hizbollah (Party of 
God), which spearheads a 
perrilla war against the 
Israelis in the border zone 
“ey occupy in South Leba- 
non. The sources said the 
blast occurred at 3:45 p.m. 
(1345 GMT) as the three 
officials, part of the SLA 
administration which runs the 
zone’s daily affairs, drove 
through the Beit Yahoun 
CTossing point in the western 
of the Israelis’ so- 
called “security zone.” 
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Rabin assured of 
Knesset ‘yes’ for 
self-rule after snag 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin was assured of 
parliament’s approval of the 
West Bank autonomy accord 
when a member of parlia- 
ment who could have the 
derisive vote derided to back 
the deal on Tuesday. 

“I will vote in favour of the 
autonomy accord,” said Alex 
Goldfarfa of the small Yehud 
party, an off-shoot of the 
far-right Tsomet and part of 
the ruling coalition, after a 
one-hour meeting with Mr. 
Rabin. 

Parliament meets on 
Thursday to debate the 
accord which Mr. Rabin 
signed with Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
seven' days earlier in 
Washington. 

“I have reached an agree- 
ment with Rabin but I clearly 
pointed out to him that if the 
way the peace process con- 
tinues does not satisfy me, I 
will stand against the govern- 
ment,'' said Mr. Goldfarb, 


who is deputy housing minis- 
ter. 

He 'has been under press- 
ure from the right-wing 
opposition to vote against the 
agreement to extend Palesti- 
nian autonomy on the West 
Bank.' 

Labour has only a narrow 
majority in the Knesset, or 
parliament. Mr. Goldfarb’s 
vote could be derisive be- 
cause two Labour deputies, 
Avigdor Kahalani and 
Emmanuel Zissman, have 
voiced opposition to the 
accord. 

If they cast their votes 
against, Mr. Goldfarb’s deri- 
sion means the government 
would still have a 61-569 
majority for the West Bank 
agreement, unless he changes 
his mind. 

“The fate of the Middle 
East today depends on a cer- 
tain Alex Goldfarb,” said 
Tsomet leader Raphael 
Eitan, with more than a hint 
of irony in his voice, before 
Mr. Goldfarb's decision was 
announced. 


The parliamentary debate 
could run over into Friday as 
ail 120 deputies have asked to 
speak. Mr. Rabin has said the 
release of more than 1,000 
Palestinian prisoners, already 
delayed by a week, would 
start after the vote. 

In theory, the deputies will 
be limited to five minutes 
each, while Mr. Rabin, Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
and opposition Likud leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu have 
no such restrictions. 

The right-wing has called 
for mass rallies outside the 
parliament building during 
the debate. 

Mr. Netanyahu has warned 
of a Palestinian “terrorist” 
state arising from the West 
Bank deal which calls for the 
army to withdraw from towns 
and for the deployment in 
stages of 12,000 Palestinian 
police. 

A PLO official said mean- 
while Israel would begin 
freeing hundreds of Palesti- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Qadhafi to visit 
expellees today 


Israel at 
standstill 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel went on security alert 
Tuesday ahead of a 24-hour 
closedown of all activity for 
the most solemn day in the 
Jewish religious calendar, 
Yom Kippur (day of atone- 
ment). 

From sundown until the 
same time on Wednesday, 
cars are banned from the 
streets, Israel’s air space - is 
closed as well as sea ports, 
and all economic activity in 
the Jewish state grinds to a 
halt. 

Television and radio also 
go off the air for 24 hours. 
Drivers risk having their cars 
stoned if they venture out. as 
do smokers. 

Out of fear of attack by 
militants opposed to the 
peace process, private secur- 
ity firms have been con- 
tracted for the first time to 
protect the busiest synago- 
gues. 

The army and police issued 
a general alert and have kept 
the Gaza and the West Bank 
sealed off until at least Sun- 
day. The closure could be 
extended another two weeks 
to cover more religious holi- 
days. 

Iyal Pressler, adviser to 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, called on all Israelis to 
be on guard for suspect pack- 
ages. Israeli and Jewish in- 
stitutions abroad also went 
on alert. 

Observant Jews abstain 
from food and drink for the 
whole 24 hours and go to 
synagogues for prayers of re- 
pentance, until rams' horns 
sound out across the country 
for the end of the fast and 
start of a feast. 

For children, the empty 
streets are a once-in-a-year 
chance to take advantage of 
empty streets with their bicy- 
cles, roller-skates and skate- 
boards, despite criticism from 
more orthodox Jewish cir- 
cles. 

Since the October 1973 war 
when Egypt and Syria laun- 
ched a surprise attack on the 
day of Yom Kippur, Israel 
also commemorates its 3,000 
dead in the conflict. 

Palestinian radio also went 
off the air on Tuesday for the 
duration of Yom Kippur. 

Palestine Radio, which 
broadcasts from Jericho on 
the West Bank, said it would 
resume on Thursday after 
“maintenance work.” 

The station depends on the 
Israeli communications com- 
pany Bezek, which observes 
the Yom Kibbur closedown. 

Palestine Radio, when it. 
was newly-established, also' 
stopped broadcasts last year 
during Yom Kippur. 

Religious Jews approach 
Yom Kippur with trepidation 

(Continued on page 7) 


SALLOUM (Agencies) — 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi is to visit hundreds 
of Palestinians pn Wednes- 
day who have been stranded 
in a makeshift camp in no- 
man’s land since he ordered 
their expulsion. , 

Colonel Qadhafi will hold 
a news conference .near the 
Egyptian border. 

The Libyan embassy in 
Cairo invited journalists to 
the news conference in the 
Musaid area and said it was 
arranging transport for the 
750-km journey. 

Travellers said the Libyan 
authorities had brought large 
quantities of food and water 
to the Palestinian camp, 
apparently to create a good 
impression for a Qadhafi 
visit. 

But Libyan security 
sources said the Libyans had 
set up a marquee and a 
podium near Musaid town. 
well back from the camp 
where some 400 Palestinians 
have been waiting for days 
for clearance to cross into 
Egypt. 

Egypt will let through only 
the few who have permission 
to. enter Jordan or the 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
The death toll in an earth- 
quake that hit western Tur- 
key at the weekend reached 
76 on Tuesday, the state-run 
television TRT reported. 

TRT said another 210 peo- 
ple were injured by Sunday's 
quake which also destroyed 
numerous buildings in Dinar 
town. 

Ahmet Isikara, director of 
Kandilli Earthquake Re- 
search Institute in Istanbul, 
said Tuesday* that over 80 
milder tremors had shaken 
Dinar since Sunday evening 
when the quake, measuring 
6.0 on the open-ended Rich- 
ter scale, hit the town. 

Yahya Gur, the governor 
of Afyon province, told 
Anatolian news agency sever- 
al more people were feared 
trapped under three blocks of 
flats, where the rescue work 
was concentrated. 

Officials have predicted a 
final death toll ot about 100 
from Sunday's quake in the 
southwestern market town of 
Dinar, and at least 242 are 
said to be injured. 

Mr. Gur said ■ the quake 
had damaged some 27 vil- 
lages around Dinar in Afyon 

E rorince, but only three vil- 
iges suffered casualties. 


Palestinian-ruled Gaza and 
Jericho, where Israel has con- 
trol over entry. 

Libya says the Palestinians 
have left the country in re- 
sponse to appeals from Col. 
Qadhafi but the Palestinians 
say they had to go because 
they had lost their jobs and 
their homes. 

Col. Qadhafi has said Arab 
countries should encourage 
Palestinians to leave, to 
emphasise the shortcomings 
of the self-irule agreements 
between Israel and the' 
Palestinians. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority. Egypt and the 
U.N.-High Commissioner for 
Refugees have appealed to 
Libya to stop its measures 
.against the Palestinians but 
so far Libya has shown no 
sign of relenting. 

“On Tuesday some of the 
camp residents said they had 
heard that Col. Qadhafi 
might take them back into his 
countiy. 

■“People... are waiting- for 
Qadhafi to come on Wednes- 
day or Thursday to tell them 

the show is over, that he’s 

) 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan sends 
condolences 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent on behalf of His 
Majesty King Hussein, the 
government and people of 
Jordan, Tuesday, sent a 
cable of condolences to Tor- 
bush President Suleyman 
Demird on the loss of lives 
suffered in the town of Di- 
nar as a result of Monday’s 
earthquake.' 


The bodies of those killed 
in the quake were being 
buried by their families in 
graveyards in and around Di- 
-nar. 

Residents meanwhile 
lashed out at local authorities 
for failing to evacuate the 
town beforehand and failing 
to provide enough shelter for 
the viciims. 

Numerous refugees from 
the shattered city of 35.000 
told AFP that the mayor-and 
other government officials 
had encouraged Dinar resi- 
dents to remain at home Sun- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Turkish tremor 
deaths rise to 76 


Crown Prince stresses need to present 
right image of Jordan at MENA summit 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Tuesday chairs a 
meeting at the Prime Ministry to review preparations for the Oct. 29-31 Middle 
East and North Africa economic summit (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Tuesday called at the Prime 
Minirjy where he met with 
Acting Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Abdul 
Raouf Al Rawabdeh, in the 
presence of Khalid Karaki, 
deputy prime minister and 
information minister. 

The Regent issued direc- 
tives on a number of issues 
of common interest to the 
people. 

Later Prince Hassan 
chaired a meeting at the 
Prime Ministry to review 
preparations for the Middle 
East and North Africa eco- 
nomic summit, which will 
be held here on Oct. 29. 

Prince Hassan stressed 
the need to finalise ail pre- 
parations on time to ensure 
the success of the confer- 
ence 

He emphasised the need 
to present Jordan as an 
example for democracy, 
pluralism and respect for 
hnman rights, particularly 
that Jordan is participating 
in building the post-peace 
era and enhancing its pivot- 
al role in the region. 

Prince Hassan said the 
conference should stress 
Jordan’s humanitarian vi- 
sion, noting the importance 
of fostering consultation 
and coordination and open- 
ing horizons of cooperation 
and investment among na- 
tions to ensure the interests 


of the people of the region. 

The meeting was 
attended by Prince Talal 
Ben Mohammad. His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
military secretary. 

Prince Hassan also re- 
ceived the vice president of 
the German Parliament 
(Bundestag). Hans Klein, 
and reviewed with him bi- 
lateral relations. 

The Regent stressed 
Germany’s role in develop- 
ing the region and support- 
ing the peace process. 


Mr. Klein praised Jor- 
dan's democratic march 
and its role in establishing 
peace in the region. 

He pledged his country's 
support for Jordan and ex- 
pressed its interest in the 
• MENA economic summit. 

The meeting was 
attended by First Deputy 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali and Ger- 
man Ambassador to Jordan 
Heinrich Reiners. 

Earlier Mr. Rawabdeh 


.met with Mr. Klein and 
stressed Jordan's interest in 
achieving a just, compre- 
hensive and lasting peace in 
the region. 

Mr. Rawabdeh express- 
ed Jordan's appreciation to 
Germany for its continuous 
support for Jordan and 
praised relations between 
Jordan and Germany. 

He voiced hope that the 
partnership between Jor- 
dan and Germany be ex- 
tended to cover the entire 
European countries. 


Journalist 
held over 


Simpson is acquitted 


‘ties-to-Iraq’ 

report 

By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In an unpre- 
cedented move, a public pro- 
secutor yesterday ordered the 
detention of the Amman cor- 
respondent of the London- 
based Al Hayat Arabic daily 
for allegedly violating the law 
in a report last week claiming 
that some Jordanian journal- 
ists and officials were on the 
payroll of the Iraqi regime. 

“The prosecutor general 
issued a detention order for 
14 days and rejected bail 
attempts,” a legal source 
said, adding that the Al 
^Hayat correspondent, 
'Salameh Ne’matt, was being 
investigated for charges of 
violating the Press ana Pub- 
lications Law as well as slan- 
•der and libel against public 
officials. 

1 Mr. Ne’matt was Tuesday 
I summoned for investigation 
1 over his Sept. 20 article in 
which he quoted unnamed' 
“official sources” as saying 
that the government was in- 
vestigating “allegations that 42 
journalists; former and cur- 
rent officials are being bribed 
by Baghdad to create a 
Jordanian movement to 
counter Jordan's support for 
a change in the Iraqi reg- 
ime.” 

In accordance with the 
Press and Publications Law, 
Mr. Ne’matt allegedly 
“(overlooked) accuracy, hon- 
esty and objectivity in com- 
menting on events or news as 
well as harming national uni- 
ty, inciting crime and plant- 
ing the seeds of hatred and 
division among members of 
the society.” 

According to the Al Hayat 
report, the list of those on the 
payroll of the Iraqi regime 
included journalists, col- 
umnists, former senior offi- 
cials and a current minister. 

The report elicited strong 
criticism from some journal- 
ists and columnists, some of 
whom demanded that Al 
Hayat and its Amman corres- 
pondent be sued for defama- 
.rion. 

Prosecutor Jamal Zoubi 
launched his investigation on 
Sunday and listened to the 
testimonies of two leading 
journalists, Tareq Masarweh, 
who was the first to react to 
the report unfavourably, and 
head of the Jordanian Press 
Association (JPA) Suleiman 

(Continued on page 7) 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) 
— OJ. Simpson was acquit- 
ted Tuesday of murdering his 
ex-wife and her friend, a 
suspense-filled dimax to the 
courtroom saga that obsessed 
the nation. With two words, 
“Not guilty,” the jury freed 
the fallen sports legend to try 
to rebuild a life thrown into 
disgrace. 

Mr. Simpson was released 
from jail immediately. 

KABC TV showed footage 
of Mr. Simpson leaving the 
jail in a white van. The- for- 
mer football great has been in 
jalJ for more than a year. 
Outside the jail, throngs of 
supporters lined up to catch a 
glimpse of Mr. Simpson. 

President Bill Clinton said 
the verdict must be re- 
spected, and that Americans’ 
thoughts and prayers should 
be with the families of the 
victims of the crime of which 
Mr. Simpson was acquitted, 
the White House said. 

Sobs could be heard in the 
courtroom as the verdicts, 
acquitting Mr. Simpson of 
bom first- and second-degree 
murder, were read. Mr. 
Simpson hugged bis attorney 
Johnie Cochran Jr. 

Mr. Simpson’s ex-wife 
Nicole Brown Simpson, 35, 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
U.S. envoy Richard Hol- 
brooke pressed on with his 
Balkan peace drive on Tues- 
day. but a bloody new twist 
hit the former Yugoslavia 
when Macedonian President 
Kiro Gligorov was almost 
assassinated by a carbomb. 

The Muslim-led Bosnian 
government army and rebel 
Bosnian Serbs fought in 
northwest Bosnia and on the 
Ozren mountain in the north- 
east trying to fix the map 
before a peace deal. 

In the Croatian capital, 
Zagreb. Mr. Holbrooke said 
he and the Bosnia war rivals 
were working hard on details 
of a post-war political set-up 
for Bosnia and denies there 
was any impasse, despite the 
failure’ of a ceasefire to 
materialise so far. 

“I don't think it’s an impas- 
se. 1 think both sides want a 
ceasefire. But the details of 
how it's arranged are tricky 
and important.” Mr. Hol- 
brooke told reporters. 

At the very moment Mr.' 
Holbrooke was speaking. 



OJ. Simpson 


and her friend Ronald Gold- 
man, 25, were slain June 12, 
1994. 

The curious throngs and an 
army of media began arriving 
at the courthouse early Tues- 
day, while police went on 
tactical alert to brace for 
possible trouble in the 
streets. 

News helicopters roared 
outside. Barricades blocked 
the street. In the courthouse 
lobby, hundreds of people 
vied for the few precious 
public seats in the courtroom. 
As their lottery numbers 


however. 800 kilometres to 
southeast. Mr. Gligorov nar- 
rowly escaped death from a 
carbomb in the Macedonian 
capital Skopje. 

Mr. Gligorov’s driver was 
killed and three passers-by 
seriously injured by the blast 
outside Skopje's Bristol 
Hotel. 

Mr. Gligorov. 78, was 
taken to hospital, where doc- 
tors said he had head injuries 
but was conscious and able to 
talk. 

The bomb, triggered by 
remote control, exploded in a 
parked car as Mr. Gligorov's 
limousine drove past. Police 
arrested two men who fled 
the scene in a car. 

Sources at the blast scene 
said most of the windows on 
nearby houses were shattered 
by the explosion, which 
occurred at about 9:30 a.m. 
(0830 GMT). 

The site is about 100 
metres from Mr. Gligorov's 
offices. The president's route 
to his office is well-known, 
and the car often must slow 
down for heavy traffic at the 


were pulled, the lucky few 
cheered. 

They came to take then- 
place in history, to experi- 
ence the verdict of the cen- 
tury. 

Mr. Simpson, 48, faced a 
maximum term of life in pris- 
on without parole if he had 
been convicted of the mur- 
ders. 

But as his trial progressed, 
it often seemed irrelevant 
that two young people were 
slashed to death one June 
night more than a year ago. 

The case was not just about 
murder. It was about fame 
and wealth, love and hate, 
fragile egos and misdirected, 
power. It was about the U.S. 
judicial system, the media, 
domestic violence, racism, 
sexism and crass opportun- 
ism. 

America could not get 
enough if it. 

Orenthal James Simpson 
made it from a poor neigh- 
bourhood in San Francisco to 
the mansions of Los Angeles’ 
Brentwood section with 
charm, good looks and a fast 
pair of feet. 

His public life was the ob- 
ject of envy: “glory on the 

Continued on page 7) 


point where the bomb went 

off. 

Macedonia gained inde- 
pendence in the breakup of 
the old Yugoslav federation, 
but has found the going diffi- 
cult. 

The republic, with its large 
ethnic Albanian minority, is a 
historic point of contention 
for neighbouring states Ser- 
bia. Bulgaria. Greece and 
Albania. 

Local media speculated the 
bomb might be the work of 
Macedonia nationalists 
opposed to compromises with 
the republic's neighbours. 

Mr. Gligorov was a leading 
communist official in former 
Yugoslavia before being 
elected Macedonia's presi- 
dent in 1992. 

He returned Monday from 
one-day trip to Belgrade, 
where he discussed mutual 
recognition with Serbia’s 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

Macedonian officials said 
mutual recognition was ex- 

( Continued on page 7j 
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Stranded Palestinians 
face a long way home 


SALLOUM (AFP) — They 
all have rings under their 
eyes, the men are unshaven 
and the babies cry from fati- 
gue. 

The Palestinians expelled 
from Libya have only 
finished the'first part of their 
voyage after arriving at the 
Egyptian border post of Sal- 
loum. along the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. 

They will have to travel 
another thousand, kilometres 
(600 miles) under police sur- 
veillance to reach Rafah, the 
access point to the Gaza 
Strip, or Nuweibeh on the 
Red Sea. 

From there, they can travel 
to Aqaba and eventually to 
the West Bank. The voyage 
home to the Palestinian self- 
rule areas is a disjointed, 
gruelling and uncertain one. 

“We have spent a day and 
a night” to get past the Egyp- 
tian border, said Talal Awad. 
part of a group of 61 Palesti- 
nians who were eating break- 
fast about 75 kilometres from 
Salloum at a restaurant in 
Sidi Barrani. 

Mr. Talal, 52, was a nurse 
in the Libyan town of A1 
Marg, near Benghazi. But 
officials suspended his work 
contract and he left with his 
wife and three children. Mr. 
Talal says he has no idea 


^at he will do in Gaza. 
^T>n the road that follows 
the coast, minibuses with 
suitcases strapped to their 
roofs head east. Mr. Talal 
looked at them a moment 
and smiled. 

"To think 1 named my son 
Aed (return), to show my 
desire to return to my coun- 
try." he said. 

Libya appears to have 
launched Saturday a massive 
operation to expel the 30.000 
Palestinian residing within its 
borders, setting up a large 
camp along the Egyptian bor- 
der to house those who do 
not have, valid travel docu- 
ments. 

More than 300 were trap- 
ped in the no man's land 
along the border, and 
another 500 were due on 
Tuesday. Egyptian border 
officials said. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has ordered the ex- 
pulsion of all Palestinians to 
show up what he says is the 
failure of the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) self-rule accords to 
create a viable Palestinian 
homeland. 

Egypt only allows the 
Palestinians to transit its 
territory. Border officials 
scrupulously examine their 
documents, denying entry to 
those who do not have valid 


Israeli permits to reside in the 
autonomous areas. 

Mr. Talal said he had to 
bribe the Egyptian border 
officials to pass through. The 
minibus taking him to Rafah 
with another family is costing 
him more than $600. an ex- 
travagant price. 

"We have two (Palesti- 
nian) police officers with us 
and they are guarding our 
passports.” Mr. Talal said. 

Even for those expelled 
Palestinians who hold valid 
travel documents, the forma- 
lities are lengthy at the Sal- 
loum border post. The office 
is filled with families who end 
up falling asleep because of 
the wait. In the hallways, 
women with children clutch- 
ing their dresses plead with 
officials. 

One of the policeman with 
Mr. Talal asks him to pay for 
his breakfast. Mr. Talal pro- 
tests but then proposes that 
the cost be shared with the 
other Palestinians. "They 
told me to leave (Libya) with- 
out giving me any money.” 
one of the Palestinian police- 
man said. 

The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 
estimates that between 5.000 
and 10,000 Palestinians have 
already left Libya over the 
past four months. 



Four-year-of Palestinian Randa Sarny gives a victory sign after her family got 
permission from Israel to return home through Egypt to fee West Bank after being 
expelled from Libya (AFP photo) 


Rabbani forces claim control 
of centre of northern region 


KABUL (AFP) — Forces 
loyal to Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani have 
captured a strategic city in 
northern Jawzjan province, 
the Defence Ministry spokes- 
man here claimed Tuesday. 

“Sangcharak fell to our 
forces Monday. The whole 
district is now under state 
control.” the ministry said. 
No independent confirmation 
of the claim was available. 

The district centre is linked 
by road to Shebardhan. the 
capital of Jawzjan province. 
United Nations peace envoy 
Mahmoud Mestiri was .re- 
portedly in Shebardhan Mon- 
day to. negotiate a ceasefire 
between troops of Uzbek 
General Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum and pro- Rabbani forces. 

On Monday, a spokesman 
for Gen. Dostum in Pakistan, 
Sibgbatullah Zaki, ruled out 
a ceasefire with Mr. Rabbani 
until the president resigned. 

In a written statement, the 
Defence Ministry here said 
its commander in Sangchar- 
ak, Abdul Rahim Ayobi. had 
reported the capture of "25 
heavy weapons of different 
types, two tanks and several 


ammunition depots.” 

The Defence Ministry 
claims that pro-Rabbani 
forces in Sangcharak are now 
linked by road with their 
allies in neighbouring Balkh 
and Santa ngan provinces, 
allowing the free passage of 
supplies and reinforcements. 

The reported pro-Rabbani 
successes in nonhem Afgha- 
nistan follow a string of de- 
feats in the west, where the 
provinces of Herat, Farah 
and Nimroz recently fell to 
the Taliban movement. 

Meanwhile fighting con- 
tinued between pro-Rabbani 
forces and the Talibans west 
of Kabul in the Sanglakh 
Valley. . . 

The Defence Ministry 
claimed that in a “sudden 
ambush” against a Taliban 
BM-1 rocket launcher site in 
Sanglakh its troops had killed 
an army officer of Pakistan 
nationality, and recovered in- 
criminating documents from 
his corpse. 

In the past month, the 
Kabul government has repe- 
atedly accused Pakistan of 
militarily assisting the Tali- 
bans, while Pakistan has ac- 


cused Mr. Rabbani of receiv- 
ing support from India. Both 
sides deny the other's 
charges. 

The Afghan capital has not 
yet come under direct attack 
by the Talibans who have 
repeatedly threatened to 
target it. 

The Kabul government 
also said Tuesday a Pakistani 
officer was killed during a 
government ambush on 
opposition-held territory 
west of Kabul. 

"In this ambush a Pakistani 
officer has also been killed.” 
said the defence ministry's 
spokesman, who goes only by 
the name Abdullah. 

Pakistani leaders dismissed 
the claim and insist they are 
impartial observers to Afgha- 
nistan's long-running civil 
war. 

"It's patently absurd,” 
Foreign Office spokesman 
Hanif Gul told the Associ- 
ated Press in the Pakistani 
capital Islamabad. "It’s so 
visibly a fabrication it’s not 
even worth commenting 
upon." 


Kurdish 
leaders 
hold talks 
in Tehran 


■TEHRAN (R) — The leader 
of two rival Iraqi Kurdish 
groups are holding talks in. 
Tehran to solve their dis- 
putes. an Iranian official was 
quoted on Tuesday as saying. 

The Kurdish leaders were 
in Iran to "bridge the existing 
gap between them on control 
of northern Iraq. They both 
want peace and stability.” Ali 
Khorram. advisor to the Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister, was 
quoted by Iran News daily as 
saying. 

Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP) leader Massoud Bar- 
zani and Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) head Jala) 
Talabani started their talks 
on Saturday. Mr. Khorram 
said. 

"The current negotiations 
have been arranged (by Iran) 
on the request of the two* 
rival faction leaders.” Mr. 
Khorram added. 

The two groups failed to 
reach agreement in U.S.-' 
brokered talks in Ireland last 
month on the demilitarisation 
of the city of Erbil. held by 
the PUK. and the collection 
of border oil levies, control- 
led by the KDP. 

Iran was critical of U.S. 
mediation in the conflict, 
saying regional conflicts 
should be solved without out- 
side interference. 

The factions, with a history 
of rivalry going back to the 
1960s. agreed to a ceasefire 
and exchange of prisoners at 
a first round of talks in Ire- 
land in August 


Peres says peace and 
democracy are behind 
economic development 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Israeli Foreign Minister- 
Shimon Peres, calling the 
Middle East peace process a 
“revolution,” made an im- 
passioned plea Monday for 
talks to move forward so all 
m the region could benefit 
economically from peace. 

"We must not stop in the 
middle,” Mr. Peres said, 
addressing the 50th annual 
debate of the U.N. General 
Assembly. "It cannot be, it 
cannot remain, a peace be- 
tween leaders. It must be- 
come a peace for people.” 

The development of demo- 
cracy and freedom is the en- 
gine that will raise living stan- 
dards throughout the Middle 
East, he said, pointing to 
examples of Asian and Latin 
American nations who have 
instituted democratic ‘re- 
forms. 

Mr. Peres was in the Un- 
ited States for last week's 
signing of an accord in 
Washington that expands 
Palestinian autonomy on the 
West Bank. 

"Economic success has no- 
thing to -do with geographic 
location or the colour of your 
skin: Make the right choice." 
he told other world leaders. 

“Poverty and oppression is 
homemade, not imposed by 
others. The choice is for ev- 
ery country to become free, 
prosperous and democratic." 
he added. 

He chided Syria and Leba- 
non for the slow pace of their 
talks with Israel, and said 
peace discussion should occur 
“on all levels, embracing all 
issues,” not just security con- 
cerns. 


The minister painted his 
own government's policy as 
heroic and determined. 

“There is strong opposition 
in our own country to what 
.we are doing,” he said, but 
“we decided to make a bold 
choice not to dominate 
another people.” 

Israeli hardliners and set- 
tlers on the West Bank have 
vowed to oust his govern- 
ment, but Mr. Peres dismis- 
sed their threats. 

"Winning peace is more 
important in our eyes than to 
win an election. 'Why should 
you be elected if you don't 
use the mandate of the peo- 
ple to change history?” Mr. 
Peres said. 

He noted the contributions 
of the United States to the 
peace process, but said Israel 
was determined to maintain 
its independence. 

“For us, the United States 
is not an empire of power, we 
are not afraid of the United 
States. For us. the United 
States is an empire of peace. 
We need the United States,” 
he said. 

. He- |>ra+sed tentative 
Japanese efforts to match its 
economic strength with world 
leadership and urged other 
wealthy countries, including 
Arab states, do more to con- 
tribute to peace. 

Mr. Peres also praised the 
development of a Middle 
East regional bank, and ex- 
pressed hope of new develop- 
ment arising from the Middle 
East and North Africa econo- 
mic summit later this month 
in Amman, and a November 
conference in Barcelona, 
Spain, for the Mediterranean 
region. 


Israeli right wing struggles to tap opposition to W. Bank deal 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Right- 
wing firebrand Moshe Feiglin 
advised fellow militants 
gathered in a hotel basement 
that they had a problem: 
Israelis seem indifferent to 
the once-dreaded prospect of 
a Palestinian state. 

Such an eventuality was 
unthinkable to the 40 activ- 
ists, mostly West Bank set- 
tlers, listening to Mr. Feiglin. 

But it was business and 
usual throughout the land af- 
ter Israeli agreed to hand the 
Palestinians control over 
West Bank towns that many 
religious Jews claim as an 
inseparable part of their 
country. 

There was not even enough 
outrage to stage planned 
mass protests to block Israel's 
highways last Thursday, the 
day the expanded autonomy 


agreement was signed in 
Washington. 

"It's every commander's 
nightmare: I said, ‘follow 
me,’ and found myself 
alone,” said Mr. Feiglin, a 
33-year-old U.S. -educated 
computer scientist who heads 
the Zu Artzenu (this is our 
land). 

He attributed the failure to 
a tough police response to 
such past protests: "People 
just don't want to fight the 
police and get arrested any- 
more.” 

Most right-wing rallies, in- 
cluding a well-publicised 
campaign of illegal encamp- 
ments on West Bank hilltops, 
attracted at most hundreds. 
The masses of veteran, secu- 
lar Israelis, even those with 
reservations about the peace 
process, stayed home. 

At the fore, of these de- 


monstrations are activists like 
those listening to Mr. Feiglin 
last week in a beachfront Tel 
Aviv hotel. Most are Jewish 
settlers in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip who opposes 
Israeli withdrawal for secur- 
ity reasons; many also oppose 
relinquishing West Bank land 
out of religious or nationalist 
ideology. 

But they are far from a 
cross-section of Israeli. 

Zeev Sternhal. a political 
scientist at the Hebron Uni- 
versity, maintained the san- 
guine atmosphere indicated 
“there isn’t, and probably 
never was. a determined 
• majority favouring perma- 
nent control of the territor- 
ies." 

"There is a deepening rec- 
ognition that there is no se- 
rious alternative to the policy 


of compromise,” he wrote in 
the Haaretz daily. 

In fact, a narrow majority 
of Israelis, about 55 per cent, 
say they support the peace 
process, and only about a 
quarter of vehemently 
against it, said pollster 
Hanoch Smith. 

“Not too many people 
other than the settlers have a 
very special connection" to 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
Mr. Smith said. “An over- 
whelming majority say they 
haven't even been there re- 
cently.” 

But opponents of a Palesti- 
nian state warn not to count 
them out just because the 
strength of their protests in 
waning. 

Leaders of the main 
opposition party. Likud, sus- 
pect their traditional suppor- 
ters, who tend to be respect- 


ful of authority, recoil from 
the sight of soldiers dragging 
protesters off hilltops and 
scuffles with police. 

They note that most polls 
nonetheless show the opposi- 
tion stands an even chance of 
unseating Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in election sche- 
duled for November 1996. 
r 

Likud leaders planned a 
more conventional mass rally 
in Jerusalem this Thursday, 
just as parliament is to vote 
on the West Bank accord. 

But while some right-wing 
politicians still speak of a 
Palestinian state in apocalyp- 
tic terms. Likud head Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu refuses to 
say he would repeal the 
autonomy accords. Aides 
hint they might accept 
Palestinian rule on some of 
the West Bank if other areas 


could be salvaged. 

Future Likud rallies re- 
portedly will focus on land 
even Mr. Rabin wants to 
keep as part of a future final 
peace deal, such as the Jor- 
dan River Valley and areas 
around Jerusalem. 

Eve Harow, an activist in 
the Efrat settlement just 
south of Jerusalem, said 
many people have concluded 
the government is ignoring 
demonstrations and therefore 
intend to "just wait it out 
until the next elections.” 

"Just because there aren’t 
hundreds of thousands of 
people in the street doesn't 
mean there aren’t hundreds 
of thousands, even millions 
of angry people," said Mr. 
Harow. 34, a los Angeles 
native who immigrated to 
Israel in 1987. 
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Ear-right puts death curse on Rabin 

TEL AVIV (AFP) - Israeli far-right activists have put an 
1 c.l at iy > prime Minister ^ itzhak Rabin for 
m^“™ace tie Palestinians, Haareu 

SSoa^n £-"£*E 

(rod of fire) in Aramaic. “May Yitzhak son of Rosa. 
L and the S word... for his sins, the prayer said 

ancient tongue. "May the good he ^^s in this 
world be taken away. Let him pet “ 
inflicting on the sacred people, tor the lands ot Greater 
Israel that he is surrendering to our enemies May aH 
maledictions befall him until his death. Urac\ s grand 
rabbi. Israel Meir Lau, protested against jut* a curse on 
the head of government, especially on the e\c of Yom 
Kippur (day of atonement), the most sacred day in the 

Jewish calendar. 

Rabin’s wife sends gift to baby Arafat 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Leah Rabin, wife of the Israeli 
prime minister, has sent 3 dove-shaped silver ornament as a 
peace gift for Yasser Arafat's baby girl. 2jihwa. pie 
Jerusalem Post newspaper reported Tuesday that > itzhak 
Rabin’s wife handed the present to mother Suha Arafat at 
the White House when they met at the signing of the West 
Bank accord last week. “May your baby always be cradled 
with peace,” was the inscription on the ornament for 
Zahwa's crib. 

S. Korea to send aid to Iraq 

SEOUL (AFP) — South Korea will send $70,000 worth of 
medical supplies to Iraq as humanitarian assistance this 
month and is preparing to resume trade and investment ties 
with Baghdad as soon as U.N. sanctions are lifted the 
Foreign Ministry said here Tuesday. A ministry spokesman 
told AFP that Seoul had obtained the approval of the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee for the shipment of “medical supplies 
and daily necessities” two weeks ago, and that they would 
be sent within the month. In New York, South Korean 
Foreign Minister Gong Ro-Myung held talks Monday with 
his Iraqi counterpart, Mohammad A! Sahaf, on the 
resumption of trade and investment between the two 
countries as soon as the U.N. sanctions are lifted. Yonhap 
news agency said. Iraq owes South Korean contractors 
some $1.35 billion in outstanding construction and import 
payment debts and Seoul is anxious to recoup the money as 
soon as possible, Yonhap quoted a spokesman for Mr. 
Gong as saying. The humanitarian aid is the first of its kind 
from South Korea since the outbreak of the Gulf war in 
1990. 

UAE creates team to battle drugs use 

DUBAI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates has created a 
ministerial action committee to try to fight the growing 
traffic and use of drugs in this Gulf country, newspapers 
reported on Tuesday. The team includes the ministers of 
the interior, Islamic affairs, the economy, justice, health 
and youth, as well as military leaders, and aims to 
“mobilise efforts to fight against the threat of drugs,” the 
press reported. The UAE brought in the death penalty for 
drags smuggling in April amid mounting concern that the 
country was becoming a transit point for narcotics from the 
likes of Pakistan and Afghanistan. Police have seized more 
than eight tonnes of hashish, cocaine, heroin and opium in 
the UAE in the past three years and say drugs use is 
spreading to the local population as well as expatriates 
They say the emirates attracts drags traffickers because it is 
close to drugs-produring countries and its 500 kilometres 
(310 miles) of coastline are difficult to guard. 

Libya, Philippines to discuss insurgency 

MANILA (AP) — Philippine and Libyan officials this 
week will discuss progress in two-year-old peace talks 
between Manila and Muslim secessionists rebels, a senior 
Filipino official said Monday. The two sides also will 
disaiss other bilateral issues such as the deployment of 
Filipino workers to Libya, said the official, who ’spoke on 
condition of anonymity. Libya, an influential member of 
the Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC), hosted 
peace talks between the government of the late President 
Ferdinand Marcos and the Moro National Liberation 
Front, the main Muslim secessionist faction fighting for 
Muslim self-rule in the southern Philippines. The talks led 
to the 1976 Tripoli agreement that called for the establish- 
ment of an autonomous Muslim region. The rebels, 
however, accused the Marcos government of reneging on 
the agreement and resumed fighting until the strongman 
was ousted in February 1986. Sporadic fighting continued 
until 1992 when Indonesia, Libya and other leading OIC 
members- helped bring the rebels and the Manila govern- 
ment under President Fidel Ramos back to the negotiating 
table. Formal talks, hosted by Jakarta, began in 1993. The 
talks, however, have bogged down on the question of the 
manner, of establishing a provisional regional government. 

Three killed in Mogadishu fighting 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Three people were killed and 
funded supporters of two Somali 
warlords clashed in south Mogadishu late Monday, witnes- 

,oyal t0 General Mohammad 
SSn A ^S2>^ n l l 5 0 !f SU P?? rtin 8 his rival Osman Ali 
. a i ed mach,n e-gun fire and rocket- 
3f2 r a S uarTcl ove T tiie legitimacy of 
£r^,^h,Af ^. edare ? government, which has been 
Osman Ano. A radio station supporting 
Mr. Osman Atto quoted a spokesman as saying Gen. 

AtttTlo™! SET'ht , S md \? d th J attack °n positions held by 
Thl 5 ffcnsive had been repulsed 

Jne fighting lasted half-an-hour. 
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at low altitudes and winds north- 
westerly mode rale. In Aqaba. 

winds will be nonheriy active and 
seas calm. 


•Min. /Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


.. 13/25 
20/33 
II /2X 
IX/ 32 


Yesterday's high tcmpcnnurcs; 
Amman 22 Aqaba 31. Humidity 
readings: Amman 45 per cent. 
Aqaba 43 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal A1 As'ad 75 1672 

Dr. Youscr A1 Faqih 7WI94 

Dr. Mazcn Nhali X30435 

Dr. Ahdul Rahim Mustafa 7446X5 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ." 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacuuh pharmacy 644445 

Shmcisani phamucy 637660 

Naimujh pharmacy 6ZJ672 

Najih pharmacy ...' X4763'’ 


IRBlDs 

Dr. Ali Al Omari 273032 

Al Ouds pharmacy { — 1 

ZARQA: 

Ot. Qeibsan Al Faqih SWIM 

Kba&fch pharmacy 9X5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dcpartmcni 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police X434IG 

Traffic Police K96390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605XMI 

Price Complaints M>| 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints X97467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7X7111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance] 

Overseas Calls 


Jordan Electricity Authority 


Electric Power 

Company 6363X1 

RJ Flight Information .... UX-532UO 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport l SL 533*1 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ; 813X13/32 
Khafidi Maternity. J. Airm 

i 6442X1/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amu, 

642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity .... 6423x2 

Malhos. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmchaini Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845X45 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 6672Z7AI 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen ... 777IUIZ3 
A 1- Bashir, J. Ashraftch 775 1 1 1/26 

Army.fiMarku 1 X9I611/I5 

Oueen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Ama I Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital ........ (<13 13141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information a supplied hy 
Rural Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. ffMJSUW/- 
5. when it should a/wavs he veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

07:00 Damascus (RJ) 

OfcJO Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Larnaca(RJ) 

09:10 Dubai. Abu Dhabi ( RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 


.... 121 

Special Surgery 

ZARQA: 


17:55 ... 

. Toronto. Montreal iRJ) 

111(030 

Zanu Govt. Hospital 

109)9X3323 

18:06 ... 

.... Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

£ 

Zarqa National Hospital 

18:10 ... 

.. Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

61311)1 


((Nisnew 

18:15... 


661101 

Ihn Sina Hospital 

(09)9X6732 

18:15 

RomttRJ) 

773111 
, 774111 

Al Hikma Modem Hosprtai 
UtBOh 

1WJ9WW 

18:15 ... 

.... Brussels. Madrid (RJ j 

6X0100 

Prioass Bzuna Huspiial .... 

..(112)275555 

18:35 ... 


! 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

<02)272275 

2*35... 


815615 

Ihn Al Nafces Hispiul 

..(02124710(1 

01:15... 



Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

09:50 ... Karachi). Ahu Dhabi (PK) 

'i® London. Beirut (BA) 

iiiJ Athens (PK) 

2,ijf Algiers (AH) 

Athens io A) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (Rjl pii nh t B 
(Terminal i) 11 N,flhta 

1535; gW^Vid^djVfRj! 

ssus ;s» 

19:28 - Uianhul(Rj) 

toon ■ L‘*l**mho(Rjl 

. hS: A^hba. Cairn (Hjj 

20 : 10 rS Dh B r ,ru, f R J. 
20:10.... ' h !u Dh ^ rj "(RJ) 

20-36 r* i " 

i? r 30 uuitji. Muscat) Rjj 

22:45 Aden | RJ ) 

Other Flights (Terrnin^j^j 

' 07:45 

!(h50 . fftnitiME) 

12:00 ...! Athens (PK) 

13:15..... J «*<W»CSV) 

'*30 ... AhuDhahr^^^Sl 
21:55 .... ,n| . Karachi (PR) 

22HM) .... Lurnaea(CY) 

22:05 * Sanaa (iy) 

— Knanqah i AM) 


23:10 Beirut. London! BA) 

23:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Athens (O A) 

hijaz railway 

TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman . . fttJHa.m. even Monday 
Arr. Datums CrtiyMixmlaj 1 

Dep. Damascus 7: JO a.m every Sunday 
Ait. Amman .... 5:00p.m. even 1 Sunday 

MARKET prices 

t/ppcr fcmor price in /It per kg. 

.. 6311/ 450 

6«) 

62H 

200 .' ISO 
440340 

xuen 

ISO I 12(1 
2X0 1 ISO 
2711' 1711 
7NV50O 
.. 70U-5W 
.. MKl'SnO 
.. 26UOIII 
. I XU 100 
320 . 2211 
200 140 
<JiW 750 
24(4 1X0 
. 5Uv4<|(> 
260' 2**1 
3X1/150 
37I1CW 
2#V20U 


Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) . 

Cabbage 

Carnx 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) ...... 

Cucumheis (small) 

Eggplant 

Garlic 

Grapes 

Ouavu 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (.vnoll) 



Okra * 

Onion (dry) 

Otange ..." 

Pepper (he*) 

Pepper (swl'cI) 

Pomegranate ■■•••• 

Potato 

Spinach 

String Beans ■■•••• 

Tomato 


..aiAltll 


* 
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Police investigating death of schoolboy 
Ministry official says conflicting 
testimonies have been received 


Private sector committee says swift 
action required to succeed at MENA 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Authorities 
are still iovestigadog the 
case of 15- year-old Ala’ 
Mufideh, a student at 
Kuteiba School in Hashemi 
S hamali , who was killed 
SepL 25 during school 
break, informed sources 
said. 

"At this time we cannot 
release any details concern- 
ing the incident until autop- 
sy results arrive," a source 
at the Ministry of Educa- 
tion told the Jordan Times. 

There were conflicting 
reports concerning the 
killin g: An incident which 
shocked the local commu- 
nity. 

According to sources, 
Ala’, a 10th grader, and one 
of 1,100 students at the 
school, left his class for 
recess outdoors at approxi- 
mately 10:25 am. By 
10:30 a-m., Ala' was being 
rushed to Al Bashir Hospi- 
tal bat died on the way. 

No teachers were in the 
schoolyard when the inci- 
dent occurred, according 
student witnesses. 

The Ministry of Educa- 
tion official explained the 
absence of any teachers at 
the time, saying that the 
teachers are required to stay 
in the classrooms until ail 
their students have left for 
recess. 

"It was during these few 
moments that Ala’ was 


attacked." the official said. 

According to the victim's 
schoolmates, Ala’ was 
assaulted by a group of 
12th grade students. 

One schoolmate said that 
the students stomped on 
Ala's stomach, "then one 
student struck him in the 
back of the neck with a 
glass bottle." 

He said that Ala* "was 
probably beaten up because 
he and same of his friends 
went and complained to 
school administrators that 
12th graders were smoking 
at school." 

Another student told the 
Jordan Times that the 12th 
graders may have beaten up 
Ala’ because of old feuds. 
He would not elaborate on 
the matter 

"We have not yet reached 
a conclusion about what 
really happened that day at 
school," the Ministry of 
Education official told the 
Jordan Times Tuesday. 

"Dozens of students have 
been questioned, but we 
have been receiving con- 
flicting testimonies which 
are making • our task 
extremely difficult," he 
added. 

According to the victim's 
aunt, Hilwa Mufideh, Ala's 
family have not yet 
received any details on the 
incident. 

"Authorities have been 
completely silent over the 
incident, and we have not 
received any information. 


not even a reason for his 
death," she said. 

"He was a quiet boy who 
even attended religious 
meetings and very often 
prayed at mosques," she 
said. 

According to Mrs. 
Mufideh, who saw Ala's 
body in hospital, the boy 
received several blows to 
the chest. 

According to some stu- 
dents there are 12th graders 
who are kxfown to bully 
both teachers and students. 

These allegations were, 
however, quickly denied by 
school sources. 

Ala's body was taken to 
the West Bank Sunday and 
was buried in his home- 
town of Ramallah, Mrs. 
Mufideh told the Jordan 
Times. 

According to relatives, 
Ala's father died four years 
ago in Kuwait, and the boy 
lived with his mother in 
Hachgffli S hamali 

According to Mrs. 
Mufideh and other con- 
firmed sources, police are 
holding two suspects in 
connection with the inci- 
dent. Witnesses are also 
still being questioned. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times Tuesday 
would only confirm the 
death of the boy but 
declined to release any fur- 
ther details saying they 
were investigating the inci- 
dent. 


$ 10.6m construction project to upgrade 
Al Samra wastewater treatment plant 


By Ramadan Rawashdeh 

Special to tfie Jordan Times - 

• 

AMMAN •— Minister 5f* 
Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsheidat and U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Wesley 
Egan Tuesday attended a 
ground-breaking ceremony 
for the construction project 
to upgrade facilities at the 
Al Samra Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (AWIP). 

The project, which will 
cost $10.6 million, is to be 
implemented with a U.S. 
grant of $9 milli on and the 
balance, $L6 million, is 
expected to be paid by the 
Ministry - of Water and Irri- 
gation. 

The project is designed to 
raise the efficiency of the 
treatment plant, to improve 
its quality and to minimise 
odours from the plant 
through the construction of 


: additional anaerobic ponds 
- and odour collection treat- 
1 mem facilities. 

The programme includes 
a separate activity to min- 
imise industrial pollution at 
its source, winch will auto- 
matically reduce the 
amount of pollutants reach- 
ing Al Samra plant 
*■ This activity is jointly 
implemented by the Min- 
istry of Water and Irriga- 
tion, the Amman Chamber 
of Industry, the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and 
several private sector 
industries located at the 
Zarqa River Basin. 

Speaking at the site. Dr. 
Irsheidat voiced apprecia- 
tion of the American assis- 
tance noting that the project 
will have a very positive 
impact on the regions sur- 
rounding the plant which is 


m dire need ofdipgrading^ . . 
’ Mi. Egan said that'' the* 
project is of Vital impor- 
tance to help safeguard 
water resources and that the 
treated water should be 
recycled and used in irriga- 
tion and for industrial 
processes. Recycling will 
save much of the valuable 
fresh water used cuzrendy 
in irrigation systems. 

Mr. Egan said the treat- 
ment of wastewater will 
help protect the environ- 
ment and underground 
water resources and the 
atmosphere. 

The plant, which was 
built in 1985, was designed 
to process 68,000 cubic 
metres of wastewater a day 
but has been processing 
170,000 cubic metres a day. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen receives rare photograph 

AMMAN (J.T.) - Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday attended a reception in her honour 
hosted by British Member of Parliament Emma Nicholson at the House of Commons, a 
Royal Court statement said Tuesday. Queen Noor was presented with an unpublished 
photograph of the late King Abdullah from the photographic archives of the Palestinian 
Exploration Fund, the statement said. The chairman of the fund. Stephen Day, described 
King Abdullah as “one of the great figures who formed the modem Middle East” 


Muta meeting reviews university roles 

MUTA (Petra) — The Higher Council of Education Tuesday discussed issu es on admis- 
sion at universities, general and private accreditation of universities and the formation of 
a committee grouping representatives of both the state and private sector universities to 
prepare a working paper on the role of universities in training cadres. The meeting, which 
was held at Muta University was attended by Prince Ghazi Ben Moh amma d, the King’s 
cultural advisor. 


Slight rise in temperature expected 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The country will continue to be affected by a cold air mass, which 
started affecting the country Monday, according to meteorology department sources. The 
sources said a gradual rise in temperatures is expected Wednesday with temperatures 
reaching 23*C, but temperatures will still be 5-6 degrees lower than the average temper- 
ature for this season. 


Petra visitors pay JD 406, 850 in entry fees . 

PETRA — The Department of Antiquities last month collected JD 406,850 in admission 
fees from 22,650 people who visited the ancient Nabatean city in September, according 
to Suleiman Farajat, director of the Pena Antiquities Department Mr. Farajar stud the fig- 
ure includes 19,550 foreign tourists and 3,100 Jordanians. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

Amman — The Jordanian 
private sector Tuesday 
agreed that swift action was 
necessary to be optimally 
prepared for the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit to be held 
in Amman at the end of this 
month and attempted to 
decide on joint strategies to 
achieve common goals. 

Participants and organis- 
ers of the fourth and last 
roundtable meeting of the 
Private Sector Executive 
Committee (PSEC) identi- 
fied a number of fee tors 
which they said had to be 
secured to ensure success- 
ful private sector participa- 
tion in the summit. 

Better coordination 
between the public and the 
private sector ranked high 
on the list of issues which 
need to be resolved prior to 
the start of the conference 
on Sept. 29. 

According to Mr. Thabit 
Taher, President of the 
PSEC, a meeting between 
representatives of the pub- 
lic sector and the private 
sector must be arranged 
soon to coordinate efforts. 

It was also pointed out 
that the Jordanian govern- 
ment must speed up moves 
to appoint a delegation to 
the conference. 

The countdown for the 
conference has started, and 
Jordan has still not agreed 
on the composition of fee 
committee which will rep- 
resent Jordan at fee confer- 
ence,” complained one of 
the participants. 

Talib Rifai, Director of 
fee Trade Centre at fee Jor- 
danian Embass y in Wash- 
ington, , said feat ' the 
appomtmenr of fee delega- 
tion hadbeCn delayed so far ‘ 
to ensure Optimal and com- 
prehensive composition 



Private Sector Executive Committee President Thabit Taber (second left) Tuesday presides over the final round- 
table meeting of the panel in preparation for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) economic summit later 
this month (Petra photo) 


representing all sectors. 

Dr.. Shabib Amman, rap- 
porteur of fee PSEC, listed 
a series of six private sector 
objectives for the MENA 
conference: to introduce 

investment opportunities in 
Jordan to the largest num- 
ber of conference partici- 
pants; to present, in fee 
form of project profiles, 
136 private sector projects: 
to create channels of com- 
munication wife fee largest 
number of participants, 
including individuals, busi- 
ness representatives, con- 
sultants and international 
agencies and organisations; 
to highlight the ‘Strengths of* ■ • 
fee Jordanian economy,' 
emphasizing elements 


which give the Jordanian 
economy a relative advan- 
tage in certain sectors over 
other countries in fee 
region; to highlight factors 
which attract foreign 
investment such as invest- 
ment-friendly legislation, 
political pluralism, good 
infrastructure and high lev- 
els of education; to high- 
light success stories in fee 
Jordanian economy of fee 
10 most successful private 
companies in fee country; 
to pursue fee objective of 
improving Jordan's image 
abroad:, and to create mech- 
• anisms for successful” ^fol-' 

- low-up of fee conference to 
ensure the iraplement^oc ' 
of projects. 


The 136 projects form fee 
essence of the Jordan's pri- 
vate sector participation in 
the conference. 

The projects are within 
the areas of industry, agri- 
culture, tourism, services, 
transportation, medical ser- 
vices, human resource 
development, construction, 
finance and investment, 
trade and telecommunica- 
tions. Information on the 
projects will eventually be 
available in book- form. Dr. 
Rifa'i said. 

Full information on all 
Jordanian companies par- 
''ticiparing m fee conference 
^ 'will be available in fee Jor-' 
- rianiah private sector infor- 
mation center to be set upin 


a tent. Dr. Taher said. Infor- 
mation will be stored on a 
CD-Rom system. 

Dr. Taher suggested feat a 
list of participants in fee 
conference, which is updat- 
ed daily, be distributed 
among participants prior to 
the conference to give inter- 
ested parties the chance to 
contact potential business 
partners prior to fee meet- 
ing in Amman, where time 
wUl be limi ted. 

The PSEC panel chairing 
the round-table meeting 
expressed its gratitude to 
the ("anadian International 
Development' ' Agency- 
(CIDA) for its cooperation 
wife the PSEC in'the prepa- 
rations for fee summit. " 


Mother arrested in connection 


Jordanian team heads for 


with murder of 5-year-0ld 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Irbid police 
Tuesday arrested a woman 
in connection wife fee mur- 
der of her five-year-old 
child at their home in Al 
Huson town, according to 
confirmed sources. 

Rabab Awad's body was 
found at around 11:00 p.m. 
in fee rooftop water tank of 
her house in Shahid Azmi 
Mufti area, police told fee 
Jordan Times. 

The source said the moth- 
er confessed to killing the 
child and added that 
authorities have also ques- 
tioned Rabab's father. 

Director of Irbid Police 
Department was unavail- 
able Tuesday evening to 
comment on fee murder 

Police confirmed feat a 
child was killed, but 
declined to give any further 
details. 

10-year-old child killed 

Meanwhile, in Gbor Safi, 
police are investigating two 
separate murders, oat con- 
cerning a 10-year-old child 
and fee other a 22-year-old 
man 

In fee first incident, a 10- 
year-old boy, reported 
missing from fee Safi area 
since Sept 29, was found 
murdered, according to 


confirmed sources. The 
sources said fee boy may 
have been sexually assault- 
ed. 

The decomposed body of 
Hassan Mohammad was 
found Monday around 
noon buried Dear a deserted 
house in Gbor Safi, the 
source said. 

The source added feat 
preliminary examination of 
fee child's body indicated 
feat he might have been 
strangled to death and that 
there were signs feat the 
child might have been 
sodomised. 

Authorities also retrieved 
fee body of a 22-year-old 
Egyptian national whose 
body was found under a 
pile of vegetation in Al 
Sama' area, fee sources 
said. 

One source, told fee Jor- 
dan Times Tuesday that the 
body of Jamal Abu Zeinab 
was apparently dragged 
100 metres to fee site where 
it was found. 

According to the source, 
preliminary investigations 
indicated feat the victim 
received one blow to the 
bead wife an iron bar 
"which possibly caused his 
death." 

Police declined to release 
details and said they were 
investigating the two inci- 
dents. 



LITERATURE CAFE 

•"Literature Cafe" — a gathering to relate La Fontaine's 
stories of oriental roots (In Arabic and French). 

FILM 

* "Dr. No" at the British Council at 7.00 pm. 

LECTURE 

* "A Journey to Damascus" (in Arabic) by Architect Jamal 
Al Juqqa at Darat Al Funtrn at 6.00pm. 

EXHIBITIONS 

•Photography exhibition "Islam in Spain" at Institute 
Cervantes. 

•Abstract art by the Syrian artist Mohammad Daghestani 
at the Phoenix Gallery. 

* Jordanian-Syrian-Turkish products at King Abdullah 
Gardens, Al Bassam Hall. 


Afro-Arab dialogue in Pretoria 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
three-member Jordanian 
delegation led by Minister 
of Culture Samir Habash- 
neh Tuesday left for Preto- 
ria, South Africa to take 
part in an Afro-Arab dia- 
logue session organised by 
fee Arab League and fee 
Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU). 

In a pre-departure state- 
menu Mr. Habashneh said 
feat he was canying a mes- 
sage from His Majesty 
King Hussein to South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela on cultural .rela- 
tions and inviting Mr. Man- 
dela to visit Jordan. 

Mr. Habashneh will hold 
talks wife his South African 
counterpart on Jordanian- 



Samtr Habashneh 


South African cultural 
cooperation. 

Referring to fee dialogue 
which opens on Thursday 
and lasts until Oct 21, fee 


minister said he will deliver 
Jordan's address at fee 
opening session and will 
submit two working papers 
outlining Jordan's policy 
related to cultural coopera- 
tion wife African countries 
and fee general cultural 
environment of fee King- 
dom. 

Mr. Habashneh said be 
will take part in a meeting 
of fee steering committee 
of the International Parlia- 
mentary Union on develop- 
ment and population. That 
meeting will take place in 
Cairo after fee Pretoria dia- 
logue. 

He said he will also hold 
talks wife fee Egyptian 
Minister of Culture on 
bilateral cultural relations. 


Heads of local councils seek to lure 
investment to meet municipal needs 


i 


AMMAN (Petra) — A rec- 
ommendation passed by 
heads of local councils at 
fee end of a two-day meet- 
ing on fee services of 
municipal councils held in 
Amman called for promot- 
ing investments in income- 
generating schemes to 
ensure sufficient finances 
to meet residents' needs. 

Participants at fee meet- 
ing, held under fee patron- 
age of His Royal Highness 
(Sown Prince Hassan, fee 
Regent, said there was 
urgent need for the Min- 
istry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and fee Envi- 
ronment which organised 


fee meeting to cooperate 
with fee Cities and Milages 
Development Bank 

(CVDB) in conducting fea- 
sibility studies on invest- 
ment projects which these 
councils can initiate. 

The seminar called for 
amendments to fee CVDB 
regulations feat would 
facilitate investments in 
cooperation wife fee pri- 
vate sector and allow beads 
of local councils to become 
members of fee bank's 
board. 

The participants demand- 
ed feat local councils be 
assisted by fee ministry to 
set up joint public gardens 


and sports facilities and 
garbage dumps. 

They also recommended 
that fee ministry establish a 
central data bank to provide 
information about munici- 
palities in order to help 
decision makers take 
appropriate steps and urged 
the ministry to hold annual 
training seminars for the 
council staff on technical 
matters, administrative 
issues and managing 
expenses. 


Jordanian delegation returns from Habitat meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the Housing and Urban Development Depart- 
ment Yousef Hiyasat and the Jordanian delegation accompanying him Tuesday returned 
home from Morocco after attending fee 3rd Arab preparatory meeting for the 2nd United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements ( Habitat) which concluded in Rabat Monday. 
In an arrival statement Dr. Hiyasat said the meeting approved »ihe Arab declaration for 
developing human settlements, in preparation for submitting it to the 13fe session of the 
Council of Arab ministers of Housing and Reconstruction for endorsement He said feat 
participants crystallised a unified Arab stand which will serve as an entry point for deal- 
ing wife fee international declaration of principles and plan of action to be adopted at fee 
forthcoming UN conference. 
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Sri Lanka rebels reportedly suffer 
major defeat; death toll hits 350 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka’s Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las suffered a major setback 
Tuesday as the armed forces 
reported killing more than 
230 rebels in fierce fighting, 
bringing the combined 
death toll from a two-day- 
old army offensive to at 
least 350. 

The rebel Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) used suicide 
bombas in a bid to halt a 
militar y advance in their 
Jaffna peninsula stronghold 
but were pulverised by 
artillery and infantry, 
defence officials said. 

Military spokesman 
Sarath Mun asing he said 
some 1 .000 LTTE men and 
women were sent into 
Atchchuveli, an area that 
had been captured from the 
guerrillas Monday, and a 
ferocious fburrhour battle 
ensued that at time s saw 
hand-to-hand combaL 

“We are certain that we 
killed over 200 Tigers. We 
have so far recovered 144 
bodies, of both men and 
women Tigers. We found a 
lot of automatic rifles and 
mortars Brig. Munasinghe 
said, adding: “This is a 
major debacle for the terror- 


ists.” 

The Tigers also suffered 
about 250 cadres wounded 
in action while army losses 
were put at nine soldiers 
lolled and another 19 
wounded. Fighting had died 
down by Tuesday afternoon 
and troops took position in 
newly captured areas. _ 

Western diplomats and 
defence analysts bere said 
that the losses were a seri- 
ous blow to the Tamil Tigers 
who had earlier vowed to 
beat off any military 
advance inside Jaffna, the 
capital of a de facto state 
run by die rebels. 

The losses were an espe^ 
daily hard blow, given that 
the Tiger o ffensi ve was led 
by the LTTE's deputy 
leader, Balraj, and a key 
local commander, 

Swam am, defence sources 
said. 

Shortly before takin g on 
the ground troops, die LITE 
deployed suicide bombers 
to ram an expiosives-laden 
boat a gains t a navy landing 
craft ferrying troops from 
the baffle front back to their 
homes outside the war zone. 

A military statement said 
15 soldiers and three sailors 
aboard, the landing craft the 


Ranagaja, were killed and 
another 40 wounded in the 
fierce two-hour battle, 
which took place off the 
northeastern Mullaitivu 
coast early Tuesday^ 

The navy sank seven 
Tiger boats and cla imed 
killing at least 30 LTTE 
guerrillas from its Sea Tiger 
unit It ga ve the names of 
five LTTE suicide bombers 
known as Black Sea Tigers 
who perished in the con- 
frontation. 

Def ence sources said that 
the LTTE bad also fired 
rocket-propelled grenades 
at the oayy craft 
Brig. Munasinghe said 
they expected the Tigers to 
retaliate following the 
army's operation, code- 
named “Thunder Strike,” 
which was launched inside 
the peninsula Sunday with 
the deployment of 7.500 
infantrymen. 

On Monday, 19 soldiers 
were lost for the claimed 
killing of 51 Tiger cadres. 

The death toll in two days 
of fighting is 346. according 
to the militar y, added to 
which* are six civilian dead, 
reported by the Tigers. ■ 
Tuesday's setback for the 
Tigers was reminiscent of a 


debacle they suffered on 
July 28 when they tried to 
overrun an army complex in 
northeastern Sri Lanka, at 
Weli Oya. 

In that battle, the LTTE 
lost some 430 cadres. The 
army lost only two soldiers 
and one of them was killed 
in “friendly fire.” 

In another confrontation 
in the eastern Tikkodai area, 
Police Special Task Force 
commandos and the Tigers 
exchanged fire, leaving 
three commandos and six 
rebels lolled, . the military 
said in a separate statement 
Tuesday. 

For its part, the LTTE’s 
clandestine radio was silent 
about the latest bloodletting 
but said that 50,000 civil- 
ians had fled their homes. 
Earlier die LTTE had said 
that 5,000 people were left 
homeless. 

The Tigers are leading a 
campaign for a homeland 
for minority Tamils concen- 
trated in the northern and 
eastern regions. More than 
50,000 people have died in 
the conflict, which has 
dragged on since 1972. 


Police find enough cyanide to kill 
70,000 at Japan cult hideout 


TOKYO (AFP) — Police 
said Tuesday they had 
found enough so<$um 
cyanide in the suspected 
hideout of an Anm Supreme 
Truth member to kill 70,000 
people, adding there was a 
danger of attacks by 10 
fugitive-members. 

A camper found 17 bottles 
containing 8.5 kilograms 
(18.7 poupds) of cyanide on 
Sept 28 near a tent in a 
mountainous area of 
Tochigi prefecture, north of 
Tokyo, a police spokesman 
said. 

The bottles, only half of 
which had caps, were close 
to camping equipment, 
sweaters and food. 

Satoro Hirata, 30, a mem- 
ber of the doomsday sect's 
“intelligence unit,” is 
believed to have hidden at 
the camp. Police want to 
question him about die 
death of a Tokyo notary. 

Sodium cyanide was 
found in' devices intended to 
generate cyanide gas at a 
Tokyo subway station in 
May and at a train station in 
July. Police have attributed 
both attacks to Aum, saying 
as many as 25,000 people 
could have been killed if the 


devices bad worked as' 
planned. 

Sect members, including 
leader Sboko Asbara, are 
also charged with murder 
and attempted murder in the 
March 20 satin nerve gas 
attack on the Tokyo subway 
which killed 11 people and 
injured more than 5,000. 

Police said the latest find 
indicates Aum members 
might still have toxic sub- 
stances that could be used 
in further terrorist attacks. 
Ten senior Aum members 
are still at large, and some 
are suspected of possessing 
toxic chemicals, including 
nerve gas. 

ML Hirata and Sayuri 
Matsumoto. an Aum mem- 
ber believed to be behind 
the Tokyo train station 
cyanide incident in July, are 
believed to have hidden in 
the area where the cyanide 
cache was found for about a 
month. Police said they 
kept in touch with other 
Aum members with a pager 
and a cellular phone. 

Meanwhile, the central 
government is expected 
soon to make a final deci- 
sion whether to approve a 
move to outlaw the cult. 


government officials said 
Tuesday. 

A Tokyo district court is 
considering a government 
request to withdraw the 
sect’s status as an official 
religious group, which pro- 
vides tax breaks and other 
preferential treatment A 
hearing is scheduled for 
Friday. 

But even if the court 
agrees, die sect could stUI 
exist as an unofficial organ- 
isation. So public security 
authorities were consider- 
ing applying the country’s 
1952 subversive acti vines 
prevention law, never 
invoked on any organisa- 
tion, against the group. That 
would ban members from 
congregating and end its 
activities. 

But Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama said 
Tuesday that be would ask 
the ministry to hand!?- the 
case “very care fully.” 

Some lawmakers, includ- 
ing members of his 
Socialist Party, say any 
change in the law governing 
religious activities may 
affect all religious groups. 


Kohl: East Germans making progress 


BONN (R) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl said Tuesday 
that Ger man unification 
was solving the material 
problems faced in the east 
but getting Germans from 
east and west to know each 
other was still a challenge. 

In a televised address on 
German Unity Day, Mr. 
Kohl said eastern Germany 
had made considerable eco- 
nomic progress since it 
merged with the west on 
Oct 3, 1990. 

The chancellor also noted 
Germany had been at peace 
with its neighbours for 50 
years and pledged it would 
do everything to make sure 
its relations stayed that way. 

“Nowhere else in Europe 
is economic growth as 
strong as in eastern 
Germany,” he said. Annual 
growth there, buoyed by 
massive transfer payments 
from the west, is about nine 
percent. 

“Other countries in 


Eastern Europe have to 
struggle with far larger 
problems,” he said, accord- 
ing to an advance text of the 
address. 

“With hard work and con- 
fidence, we will master the 
economic and social prob- 
lems in the foreseeable 
future,” he said. 

‘In the long run, (improv- 
ing) personal contacts 
among Germans are the big- 
ger task for all of us. Here 
we need patience, good will 
and the readiness to listen to 
each other.” 

Mr. Kohl said he took 
seriously the concerns of 
people who were disap- 
pointed with the way united 
Germany had turned out 

“People in the east experi- 
enced dramatic changes in 
all facets of their lives in a 
very short time,” be said, 
“rebuilding the east re mains 
our most important domes- 
tic task.” 

Ml Kohl also paid a com- 


pliment to the East German 
civil ‘ rights movement, 
which helped open the 
Berlin Wall in November 
1989 but was then swept 
aside as Western-dominated 
parties quickly came to 
dominate tbe political 
scene. 

“I would especially like to 
recall those men and 
women who bravely stood 
up to the Co mmu nist 
regime,” he said. “Their 
example should encourage 
us to be more responsible 
with our mutual freedom.” 

Speaking about 

Germany’s relations abroad, 
the chancellor said: “We 
Germans enjoy friendship 
and respect- in tbe world 
community. We have lived 
in peace with our neigh- 
bours in Europe for 50 
years. We will do every- 
thing in our power to make 
sure it stays that way in 
future” 


Rwanda issues warning after mine deaths 


QGAU (AFP) — Officials 
Yarned citizens Tuesday, 
iter four children were 
illed by a mine explosion 
tere, to notify authorities if 
bey spot any mines or other 
explosives still littering 
twanda after last year’s 
ivil war. 

Rwandan radio said the 
bur children had been play- 
ag with the mine in 
jikondo district Monday 
/ben it exploded, killing 
bem and injuring nine 
ther people including se- 


veral more children. 

Several mines, left over 
from the fighting last year 
or planted more recently, 
are scattered across the 
country and in the capital. 
The government has formed 
a mine-clearing squad with 
fee help of U.S. experts who 
began training Rwandan 
technicians a month ago. 

The authorities urged the 
population to report any 
unexploded mine or 
grenade. Reports said peo- 
ple had seen tbe mine which 


killed the children but bad 
done nothing about it 

In another development 
Rwandan Radio said four 
people had been arrested in 
Kibungo district in the 
southeast in connection 
wife fee deaths last 
Thursday of eight members 
of tbe same family in 
Rusumo village. 

The eight were murdered 
by an unknown number of 
attackers armed wife 
grenades, iron bars, ham- 
mers and knives. 


Typhoon 

Sibyl 

buffets 

Hong 

Kong 

HONG KONG (R) — 
Typhoon Sibyl buffeted 
Hong Kong for several 
hours Tuesday before roar- 
ing off to artack the south- 
ern coast of China. 

The tropical cyclone, 
which left a trail of death 
and destruction across the 
Philippines, had been 
heading away from Hong 
Kong when h veered unex- 
pectedly and sideswiped 
the British colony before 
dawn. 

Emergency services 
reported 12 people sought 
hospital treatment for 
injuries sustained during 
fee height of fee typhoon. 
Two were admitted in sat- 
isfactory condition. 

Most of the injured were 
hit by flying signs, scaf- 
folding and debris whipped 
around by winds gusting at 
up to 100 kmh (60 mph). 

Twenty-five villagers cut 
off by rising flood waters 
in a remote village near fee 
border with China were 
rescued by dinghy. 

Tbe storm weakened late 
in fee morning, enabling 
fee Royal Observatory to 
lower tbe number eight 
typhoon warning signal at 
11:30 am (0330 GMD to a 
number three. 

That told Hong Kong 
people their unexpected 
holiday was over and 
ordered them back to 
work. 

Marriage registries, 
shops and the stock and 
capital markets reopened 
for the afternoon session 
although schools, fee 
courts and many govern- 
ment offices remained 
closed. 

Airlines began clearing a 
backlog of passengers 
which built up at Kai Tak 
Airport. 

One incoming flight was 
diverted, 13 delayed and 
three cancelled, the Civil 
Aviation Department said. 

Seven outgoing flights 
were delayed and two can- 
celled. 

Civil Aviation 

Department spokesman 
Albert Lam said fee airport 
may have to remain open 
beyond its normal mid- 
night (1600 GMT) curfew 
to cope wife a backlog of 
about 25 flights, man y 
delayed from Monday. 

Hong Kong’s dwindling 
fishing community, who 
took shelter behind break- 
waters designed to protect 
them from typhoons, spent 
fee afternoon bailing out 
their junks and trawlers but 
said they did not expect to 
venture out to sea for a day 
or two. 



British Labour Party's shadow chancellor Gordon Brown gives his opening speech at 
the party conference in Brighton (AFP photo) 

Labour Party leader faces down 
dissidents, sees British revival 


BRIGHTON, England 
(Agencies) — Labour 
leader Tony Blair, buoyed 
by another victory over dis- 
sident left-wingers, will tell 
British voters Tuesday to 
put his party back in power 
or face years of economic 
decline. 

In a speech to Labour's 
annual conference Tuesday 
afternoon, tbe opposition 
leader will argue that 
Britain under the “old and 
tired” ruling Conservatives 
is simply not equipped to 
meet fee challenges of the 
21st century. 

Aides said the message 
would marie an attempt by 
Mr. Blair, after a year spent 
remoulding the party in his 
moderate image, to switch 
fee emphasis to the tasks 
facing Labour if it wrests 
power from the 
Conservatives after 16 
years in opposition. 

“I did not come into poli- 
tics to transform the party. I 
came into politics to trans- 
form the country. Just as 
Labour had to change, so 
must the country," a draft of 
fee speech says. 

Ml Blair, who became 
leader 15 months ago, 
scored another clear-cut 
victory Tuesday over left- 
wingers who have been 
fighting a rearguard action 
against his drive to dump 
old- fashioned socialist ide- 
ology and broaden the 
party’s appeal to middle- 
class voters. 

After a short debate, the 
conference endorsed a deci- 
sion by Labour’s ruling 
National Executive 

Committee to ditch left- 
winger Liz Davies as a par- 
liamentary candidate for 
allegedly undermining fee 
party’s leadership. 

The noisy arguments of 
Ms. Davies’s backers, and 
other rumblings of dissent 
by old-style activists, had 
formed an uncomfortable 
backdrop for Mr. Biair to a 
conference meant to trum- 


pet Labour’s readiness for 
office after four general 
election defeats. 

Ml Blair’s poll lead, 
though still commanding, 
has slipped to less than 30 
percentage points and 
Prime Minister John 
Major’s camp has suddenly 
seemed more confident 
about his prospects of 
retaining power at fee next 
election, due by May 1997. 

But the conference — dis- 
playing a discipline that has 
not always been evident 
during Labour’s 16 years in 
opposition — has so far 
gone well for Mr. Blair. 

Aides said the Labour 
leader planned to build on 
the early successes by 
telling fee conference feat it 
will be a revitalised 
Labour's task to lead 
Britain bade into “the pre- 
mier league of nations.” 

Fifty years after World 
War II and five years before 
fee new millenium, Britain 
had reached a turning point 

tThe challenge to Britain 
is to modernise or to decline 
for ever,” be says. Britain 
under the Conservatives 
had grown old and tired and 
only Labour could summon 
up the moral purpose need- 
ed to build a new social 
order 

As part of a new “contract 
wife Britain,” with echoes 
of U.S. Republican leader 
Newt Gingrich’s “contract 
with America,” Mr. Blair 
will outline plans to wean 
single mothers off social 
security and to reduce 
school class sizes, aides 
said. 

He singles out the need to 
reform Britain’s National 
Lottery and also intends to 
stress that tbe successful 
countries of tomorrow will 
be those that harness educa- 
tion and technology in a 
process of life-long learn- 
ing. 

Meanwhile tbe Daily 
Telegraph said Tuesday Mr. 
Blair tuts struck a secret 


deal wife fee bosses of 
Bri tain 's mai n trades unions 
giving them a central role in 
the party's electoral strate- 
gy. 

The report stud that the 
leaders of 12 major unions 
met Mr. Blair at a meeting 
two weeks ago. “At fee 
meeting, which was not 
made public, Mr. Blair 
promised feat improved 
rights for workers would be 
a key element of Labour’s 
election campaign. 

“In return, fee unions 
would pour resources into 
the marginal seats feat 
Labour must win to end 
more than 16 years in oppo- 
sition.” said the paper. 

The revelations come just 
after a poll in a rival paper, 
the Guardian, suggested the 
reduced role of fee unions 
in fee party made voters 
more likely to vote Labour 
at the next election, due by 
1997. 

The Telegraph said: 
“Although Mr. Blair has 
given the public impression 
that he is keeping fee 
unions at arm’s length, doc- 
uments passed to the Daily 
Telegraph show feat in pri- 
vate he is relying on them 
more than ever to get him 
into Downing Street.” 
fee paper concluded tbe 
revelations would be highly 
embarrassing for fee 
Labour Party. 

President of the 
Conservatives Brian 
Mawhinney immediately 
accused Mr. Blair of 
“breathtaking hypocrisy”. 

It showed the party was 
still in fee hands of fee 
union, he added. ‘Teople 
are going to be disgusted at 
the idea that there is a secret 
deal ” 

A spokesman for the 
Labour Party dismissed tbe 
matter as “absurd”, since 
meetings between blair and 
fee unions were held on a 
regular basis and were not 
secret 


Japan’s dread of ‘big one’ 
intensifies after 6,200 tremors 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Hundreds of earth tremors 
were recorded on fee 
Pacific coast near Tokyo 
Tuesday for the fourth day, 
fuelling a national dread of 
a killer quake — the “big 
one” — feat could wreck 
fee capital. 

More than 6,200 seismic 
rumbles have recorded on 
the Izu peninsula. 100 kilo- 
metres southwest of Tokyo 
since Friday, Japan’s 
Meteorological Agency 
reported. 

But experts said chances 
were remote feat fee 
tremors would build into a 
devastating earthquake on 
fee scale of fee Jan. 17 tem- 
blor that killed more than 
5,500 in Kobe and left tens 
of thousands homeless. 

Nevertheless ’ a special 
team from fee 
Meteorological Agency set 
up extra equipment at the 
weekend to closely monitor 
signs of “the big one,” a 
national obsession since fee 
Kobe disaster: 

Experts counted 407 
tremors between midnight 
and 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, 
including 206 in one hour. 

Most of the tremors were 
too small to be felt by 
humans, but people have 
been able to sense 100 of 


the minor quakes since 
Friday, some of them 
Tuesday.. 

On Sunday, one of the 
minor quakes reached 4.8 
on die Richter scale, caus- 
ing some damage. 

In fee town of Ito, where 
tbe epicentre of fee quakes 
are located offshore in shal- 
low water, fee wall and sev- 
eral tiles on tbe roof of the 
town hall were damaged. 
Water pipes broke and fur- 
niture fell over in several 
homes. Rail service to tbe 
town has been suspended. 

But news of even this 
minor damage has intensi- 
fied anxiety among 
Japanese, haunted by the 
memory of Kobe and of a 
Sept 1, 1923 earthquake 
which killed 143,000 peo- 
ple in Tokyo ami its envi- 
rons. 

Tokyo is located on a fault 
line on the Kanto Plain — 
where 30 million people are 
clustered — leaving many 
Japanese seismologists in 
little doubt feat a major 
earthquake will occur there 
in the next few decades. 

But two Japanese experts 
said Tuesday feat seismic 
activity on Izu did not 
appear to be linked to 
movement in tectonic plates 
in fee Tokyo. region and 


does not necessarily point 
to a major earthquake for 
the capital. 

“Everyone is afraid of 
what conld develop from 
tbe present activity, but I do 
not believe it is related to 
the Kanto Plain. 

Anyway, trying to predict 
how imminent a major 
earthquake in Tokyo could 
be is impossible,” Professor 
Keiichi Kasahara, seismolo- 
gist at fee University of 
Tokyo. 

Tremors recorded on Izu 
were likely coming from a 
sudden increase in under- 
water volcanic activity off- 
shore at fee peninsula, he 
said, disputing opinions set 
forth by other experts. 

Alarmed by fee tremors, 
the government decided 
Monday to call in — for the 
first time since its creation 
— an investigative commis- 
sion on earthquakes, formed 
after fee Kobe disaster. 

A 50-member team, 
armed wife sophisticated 
detection devices, was dis- 
patched at fee weekend by 
the earthquake prevention 
service of the 
Meteorological Agency to 
monitor fee earth’s move- 
ments to detect a major 
quake. 


Do pigeons 
commute? British 

scientists ask 

LONDON (R) — Readers 
of one of Britain’s most 
authoritative scientific 
journals have begun a 
debate over whether 
pigeons arc using ■ 
London's metro system to 
get about fee capital. In let- 
ters to the New Scientist, 
several said they had 
noticed birds hopping on 
and off underground trains 
— apparently deliberately. 
Sabiha Foster reported see- 
ing a pair of pigeons get- 
ting on a train at one sta- 
tion. Aldgate. staying by 
fee door, and “alighting 
wife purpose” at the next. 
Tower Hill. "How did they 
know the platform for 
Tower Hill was fee same 
side of the carriage as that , 
for Aldgate?” she asked. 
Another reader, noting that . 
pigeons have renowned 
navigational facilities, 
wrote: “1 see no reason 
why they should not have 
cottoned on to the fact that 
travel by tube saves their 
wings.” 

Keanu Reeves 
says no desire to j 
marry 

LONDON (R) — Holly- 
wood heamhrob Keanu 
Reeves has no desire to get 
married. "1 have friends 
who have made the leap 
but it is not for me,” the 
31 -year-old star of the box 
office hit Speed told 
Women’s Own magazine 
in an interview. “My par- 
ents split up when 1 was 
young and 1 have seen 
nothing to recommend 
marriage.” told the British 
weekly magazine. Asked 
about allegations he was 
homosexual, Reeves said: 
“I’ve deliberately kept out 
of the gossip columns. 1 
haven’t beea photographed ? 
wife lots of girlfriends and 
I’ve kept my private life to 
myself.” 

.Dutch drug dealer 
plays tag with 
police 

GRONINGEN, Nether- 
lands (R) — A convicted 
drugs dealer wearing an 
electronic tag as pan of a 
trial in the northern Dutch 
city of Groningen carried 
on a lucrative drugs busi- 
ness from home, ANP 
news agency said. The -33- 
year-old man adhered dili- 
gently to the times he was 
allowed to be away from 
home, the electronic mg 
project leader told ANP. 
“Unfortunately he used the 
time to develop c riminal 
activities.” The man — one 
of two offenders chosen ' 
for tbe scheme — was 
arrested after a tip* from * 
one of his customers. 

Finns leave EU 
meeting to catch a 
plane 

LUXEMBOURG (R) — 1 
Finland’s top ministers had * 
to leave a European Union ■ 
(EU) foreign mini sters * 
meeting early because their 4* 
country had no plane to 
take them home. Foreign ' 
Minister Taija Halonen 
and European Affairs * 
Minister Ole Noriback left 1 
for the airport in late after- 
noon to catch a regular, - 
scheduled flight, despite - 
pending business on * 
Russia and EU openness, " 
issues of special concern to 
Helsinki. A Finnish diplo- 
mat said fee problem was 
that Finland has no govern- 
ment planes and ministers - 
must travel by commercial 
airline. Worse yet for fee T 
ministers was that there ’ 
was no direct flight to ' 
Helsinki from 

Luxembourg. The two had ' 
to change in Switzerland. J 

Buckingham 
Palace hauls in 
the tourists 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s ' 
Queen Elizabeth raised £3 
million ($4.8 million) this 
year by allowing paid visi- • 
tors into Buckingham 
Palace, her London home, 
a palace spokesman said. 

The money will go towards ‘ 
the restoration of another * 
of her palaces. Windsor. * 
just outside London, which • 
was badly damaged by a 
fire in 1992. 
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Life slowly retains to norma! in Comoros capital of Moroni after last week's coup led by French mercenary Bob 
Denard (AFP photo) 


France sends commandos towards Comoros 


MORONI (AFP) — France 
Tuesday tamed the screws 
on mercenaries who led a 
successful putsch in the 
Comoro Islands, announc- 
ing it was sending comman- 
dos toward its former 
colony in the Indian Ocean. 

French Navy ships, which 
are carrying landing 
dinghies are already visible 
off the capital, and 4-, 000 
French troops are on alert 
on the neighbouring island 
of Mayotte, on Reunion, to 
the east, and in Djibouti, on 
the Horn of Africa. 

French Prime Minister 
Alain Juppe said after the 
coup last Thursday, led by 
French mercenary Bob 
Denard, that there was “no 
question” of military inter- 
vention — but that was 
what the defence minister of 
the time said just before 
paratroopers landed in 1989 
to expel Denazd and his 
mercenaries after a previous 
coup. 

Some 1 ,500 French nation- 
als live here, 1,000 of them 
with dual nationality, and 
French officials said in Paris 
Monday that all options 
remain open, despite Mr. 
Juppe’s statement. 

Twenty commandos from 
an elite unit of tfie paramili- 
tary Gendarmerie are on 


their way to the region as 
part of the “prepositioning” 
of French forces, a French 
government official said in 
Paris Tuesday. 

Mercenaries were reinforc- 
ing their positions around 
an airport near Moroni. Two 
European mercenaries and 
at least 30 Comorian sol- 
diers had taken up positions 
on the runway at 
Itsambouni Airport, which 
has not been used for years 
but could be a staging area 
for a French intervention, an 
AFP journalist reported. 

One official said France 
was in an “observation 
phase” to see what Denard 
and his men intended before 
deciding on military inter- 
vention or backing a politi- 
cal settlement between 
politicians. 

Meanwhile, Foreign Mi- 
nistry spokesman Jacques 
Rummelhardt said in Paris 
Tuesday that France wel- 
. corned an announcement. 
Monday by deposed Prime 
. Minister Caambi EL 
Yashurtu, declaring himself 
interim president. 

Mr. Yashurtu, who has 
taken refuge in the French 
embassy in Moroni and is 
also calling for French 
intervention, said he was 
seeking the formation of a 


government of national 
unity. 

Ml Rummelhardt said 
France greeted Mr. 
Yashurtu’ s statement “with 
interest,” 

Comorian army Captain 
Ayouba Combo, who head- 
ed a transitional junta, 
warned Monday that French 
military intervention would 
lead to civil war in these 
tropical islands off East 
Africa, between 

Mozambique and the island 
of Madagascar. 

“We will not leave our 
country and we are ready to 
die,” the beaded captain 
told journalists. 

France has already sus- 
pended the aid — $20 mil- 
lion a year — on which the 

500,000 people of these 
Islamic islands, one of the 
poorest nations on earth, 
depend for survival. 

One of the main opposi- 
tion groupings, the- Forum 
for National Recovery, rep- 
resenting' six parties, called ‘ 
Tuesday for a French-led 
international force to expel - 
the mercenaries and super- 
vise elections for a new 
president 

The two “co-presidents” 
installed by the putschists, 
opposition politicians 
Mohammad Taki Abdul 


Karim and Said Ali Kemal, 
also say they want a nation- 
al unity government and 
have called a meeting of 
politicians Tuesday to dis- 
cuss plans. 

But the forum said it would 
not take part 

“We won’t go,” spokesman 
Abderaman Kudra told AFP. 
“We refuse to recognise 
Bob Denard ’s coup or the 
government be wants to 
install.” 

He said the fbram did not 
want to see the return of 80- 
year-old Djohar, still being 
held by the putschists at the 
Kandani Military Base near 
tfie capital, but wanted the 
mercenaries out 

Denard, 66, a Muslim con- 
vert who was the Comoros’ 
strongman from 1978 to 
1989 as chief of the 
Presidential Guard, has a 
Comorian wife .and duaL 
nationality. ' ' 

Mr. Kemal told AFP that • 
Denard- had told him.he had 
staged bis last coup and 
wanted- to retire on the 
islands. 

“He would like to settle 
here for his retirement and 
his business,” be said. “He’s 
human, he’s honest, he has a 
right to that” 


Coup foiled in Sierra Leone, 6 held — military 


FREETOWN (R) — Troops 
loyal to Sierra Leone’s mili- 
tary government foiled a 
coup attempt Tuesday and 
six officers have been 
arrested, military sources 
said. 

A Western diplomat and 
residents of the West 
African country’s capital 
Freetown reported an 
exchange of heavy gunfire 
in the early hours of the 
morning. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties. 

“The government in the 
early hoars with loyal 
forces foiled a coup plot in 
which six officers have 
been arrested and detained 
at the central prison,” one 
"■officer told Reuters. 

* The diplomat put the num- 
ber of those held at 10, 
including the six officers he 
said were intercepted by 
loyal troops. 

Residents said they heard 
sustained gunfire from the 
direction of the military 
headquarters, a concrete 
beachfront complex in 


Wilkinson Road on foe 
city’s western outskirts. 

Earlier senior officials at 
Freetown’s Pademba Road 
Central Prison said six army 
officers with the rank of 
lieutenant to major had been 
arrested and brought to foe 
jail, accused of plotting a 
coup. 

'Spokesmen of the military 
government led by Captain 
Valentine Strasser said an 
official statement was 
expected on the alleged 
plot 

The capital Freetown was 
calm with people going to 
work as usual but the road 
to the prison was sealed off 
and military. guards around 
it strengthened. 

“We cannot release the 
names of the senior officers 
yet but those now detained 
are from the rank of major 
to lieutenant,” one prison 
official said. 

Sources close to the gov- 
ernment which took power 
in a coup in 1992 and is bat- 
tling rebels, predicted fur- 
ther arrests. 


Military sources said hea- 
vy fighting was raging 
around the southern provin- 
cial capital Bo. They said 
South African mercenaries 
using helicopter gunships 
were helping government 
troops to tty to retake four 
townships in the area seized 
by rebels last week. 

Bo residents said fighting 
marked by heavy bombard- 
ments from the gunships 
was raging for the third day 
with foe Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF) rebels 
putting up stiff resistance. 

Freetown residents also 
said fighter jets flew sorties 
from the capital's Lnngi air- 
port bnt that these looked 
-different from Nigerian 
warplanes backing the army 
in the civil war which erupt- 
ed in 1991. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of reports 
from Bo that the blue-and- 
white jets belonged to the 
South Africans from a pri- 
vate Pretoria firm. 

The government hired the 
South Africans to train its 


troops after rebels came 
close to the capital in May 
despite foe presence of 
Nigerian and Guinean 
troops defending approach- 
es to the city. The govern- 
ment has not denied reports 
that foe South Africans have 
been involved in recent 
fighting. 

Their intervention gave foe 
army the initiative in the 
fighting, which has devas- 
tated Sierra Leone’s mine- 
based economy. But the 
rebels raised foe stakes by 
mtensifying ambushes on 
highways, many of which 
closed, cutting off several 
towns and leading to hun- 
dreds of deaths from starva- 
tion. 

CapL Strasser, who took 
power promising a quick 
end to foe war, announced 
in April the lifting of a ban 
on political parties. At least 
11 parties have registered to 
contest presidential and 
general elections in 
February. 


Dozens arrested after Mexico protesters bum buses 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Police arrested dozens of 
people Monday after more 
than 10,000 protesters 
massed in Mexico City’s 
central square and some 
torched buses to protest 
government policies and 
commemorate a 1968 stu- 
dent massacre, officials and 
witnesses said. 

‘There are several dozen 
people detained,” Mexico 
City Attorney General Jose 
Antonio Gonzalez 

Fernandez told Mexican 
jTelevision. Tour buses 
■ : have been burned.” 

Ml Gonzalez said police 
were investigating to deter- 
mine which detainees 
would be freed and which 
would face criminal damage 
c narges. The pro-govern- 
ment Televisa television 
channel said as many as 1 50 
People may have been 


arrested but that figure 
could not be confirmed. 

Mr. Gonzalez described 
those arrested as “not a 
part” of the several protest 
marches held in Mexico 
City Monday which ended 
mostly without incident. He 
said “professional agitators” 
could be among those 
arrested but gave no other 
details. 

Earlier, witnesses saw two 
buses set ablaze in the mas- 
sive Zocalo Square in foe 
centre of the capital, send- 
ing plumes of thick and 
black smoke into the air and 
causing small explosions as 
petrol ignited. No one was 
hurt by the blazes. 

Shouting slogans against 
the long-ruling Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI). 
a series of protest groups, 
including former Mexico 
City bus drivers, high 


school and university stu- 
dents, supporters of die left- 
ist Democratic Revolution 
Party and schoolteachers 
converged on foe Zocalo. 

“We are using this march 
to show we are fed up,” said 
28-year-old Raul Cofradia, 
who told Reuters his father 
was killed in the 1968 mas- 
sacre. “My father died in 
1968, but nothing has 
changed” 

Among slogans the pro- 
testers chanted were “down 
with the PRI ” 

Policemen in the square at 
different stages of the 
protest estimated the crowd 
at between 12,000 and 

30,000 while organisers 
said there were many more. 
Independent witnesses put 
the crowd at at least 10,000. 

The protest brought to- 
gether bus drivers laid off 
when foe city government 


took over the Mexico City 
bus system earlier this year, 
aspiring students who say 
they have been unjustly 
denied places at universities 
and opponents of President 
Ernesto Zedillo’s economic 
policies. 

But foe event belonged to 
the students. Armed with 
megaphones, they marched 
through foe streets cursing 
government officials, 
accusing them of denying 
them an education and ruin- 
ing their chances for 
employment. 

Mexico is undergoing a 
deep recession following 
the December peso crash. 
More than a million people 
have lost their jobs, and 
Soaring interest rates have 
left many unable to pay 
their debts despite a govern- 
ment plan to help them. 
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N. Korea expands military might 
despite economic woes — Seoul 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea added 10,000 men to 
its huge standing army this 
year and is continuing to 
develop long-range missiles 
despite its desperate eco- 
nomic problems, foe South 
Korean military said in an 
annual report released 
Tuesday. 

The annual white paper, 
obtained by the Korean 
press Monday, said the 
troop increase came through 
the creation of a new army 
corps and brought the 
strength of North Korea's 
armed forces to 1.04 mil- 
lion, one of foe world’s 
largest standing araries. 

North Korea has also 
obtained 100 Dew armoured 
vehicles, 50 field artillery 
pieces, 10 naval support 
vessels and 100 aircraft and 
was focusing its missile 
development programme on 
the Taepdong 1 and 2, with 
a range of more than 1,000 
kilometres, it said. 

Last week, U.S. Repub- 
lican Senator John Kyle was 
quoted as saying by the 
Washington Times that 
intelligence estimates indi- 
cated the Taepdong-2 might 
be able to hit foe U.S. main - 
land by foe year 2000. 

The Defence Intelligence 
Agency estimates foe 
Taepdong-2 large-warhead 
range would reach 7,500 
kilometres while a small er 
payload would increase its 
range to 9,920 kilometres. 

“If it is even close to the 
truth ... it presents for the 
first time a very serious and 
relatively quick challenge to 
U.S. sovereignty,” Sen. 
Kyle said. 

Pyongyang also had eight 


military factories for the 
production of chemical 
weapons, the capability to 
produce 100 Scud missiles a 
year, and stockpiles of toxic 
gas, foe South Korean white 
paper, said. 

It is also now lobbying 
Moscow to assemble 
Russian MiG-29 fighter 
jets, and bad purchased 
Russian M-25 helicopters, it 
said. 

The paper, however, 
echoed the opinion of South 
Korean experts in saying 
foe North did not yet pos- 
sess a deliverable atomic 
weapon, despite U.S. 
experts’ statements that 
Pyongyang probably has 
“one or two” nuclear 
bombs. 

But it said the isolated 
state hoi more than 10,800 
field artillety pieces, half of 
them self-propelled, which 
included 240 millimetre 
multiple rocket launchers 
and Frog-7 rockets, many of 
them massed within easy 
range of Seoul. 

In 1994, Pyongyang also 
began construction of AT-40 
anti-tank missiles in addi- 
tion to its SA-16 portable 
anti-air missiles, it said 

South Korea has a stand- 
ing armed forces of 665,000 
troops in its three services 
as compared to the North’s 
1.04 million. But foe 
South’s troops are backed 
by 37,000 American ser- 
vicemen based here. 

South Korea has since 
June sent almost 150,000 
tonnes of free rice to the 
North to relieve desperate 
food shortages triggered by 
bad harvests. Japan also 
pledged 300,000 tonnes. 


half of it free. 

On Tuesday, Japan signed 
an agreement in Beijing to 
send an additional 200,000 
tonnes of rice to foe North. 

The accord, signed at foe 
Japanese embassy in 
Beijing by Shigeru 
Tamesue, director of the 
operations department of 
Japan’s food agency and. 
Kim Jong Gi, secretary gen- 
eral of North Korea’s 
International Trade 

Promotion Committee, fol- 
lowed two days of talks in 
Beijing. 

The talks did not touch on 
foe possibility of the nor- 
malisation of ties between 
Japan and North Korea, a 
senior Japanese official told 
reporters after the signing. 

Under the agreement, 
Pyongyang has give assur- 
ances the rice will be used 
only for civilian purposes 
and will not be re-exported, 
the official said. 

Pyongyang is to pay for 
foe rice within a 30-year 
period at an annual interest 
rate of two per cent for the 
first 10 years. After that, the 
annual interest rate will rise 
to three per cent, the official 
said. 

The terms were the same 
as for a previous emergency 
shipment agreed in June. 

Japan agreed in June to 
supply North Korea with 

300,000 tonnes from its 
reserves of imported rice to 
help North Korea overcome 
food shortages, half on 
deferred payment terms and 
the other half through the 
Red Cross. 

The official said it was not 
possible for Japan to moni- 
tor distribution of the rice 


but added that be expected 
foe emergency shipments to 
be used fully to fill food 
shortages. 

“1 don’t think they have 
any use but to feed their 
people,” he said. 

In the latest round of nego- 
tiations, North Korean offi- 
cials had talked in terms of 
a need for millions of 
tonnes of rice aid this year 
to feed their people, he said. 
The amount Pyongyang 
said it needed was “more or 
less” close to the figure of 

3.0 milli on tonnes, foe offi- 
cial said. 

'The flooding added to 
their problems.” he said. 
“They need a much larger 
amount of grain from 
abroad.” 

Pyongyang stunned obser- 
vers this year by breaking 
with its policy of stubborn 
self-reliance and asking 
Seoul and Tokyo for emer- 
gency grain, saying initially 
that bad weather had caused 
“minor and temporary” set- 
backs to foe spring harvest. 

North Korean officials said 
last week that the problems 
were far worse following 
calamitous floods in the 
summer that affected 5.4 
milli on people, or one-fifth 
of the population. 

North Korea has since said 
it suffered $15 billion in 
damage, especially to agri- 
culture, from summer 
floods. 

Japan would not be dis- 
cussing further emergency 
rice deliveries for North 
Korea from its stocks of 
imports, the Japanese offi- 
cial said. “We have no rice 
left,” he said. 


U.S.: N. Korea is living up to all accords 


• WASHINGTON (AP).* ^ 
North Korea is living up.to 
all agreements on its 
nuclear facilities while talks 
on new nuclear power 
plants continue in New 
York, the State Department 
spokesman said. 

"North Korea continues to 
adhere in all respects to the 
agreed framework,” said 
spokesman Nicolas Burns, 
referring to conditions for 
considering international 
help to install nuclear reac- 
tors that would not be used 
in a weapons programme. 

Ml Boms said the New 
York talks, which resumed 
Saturday and continued 
Monday, were focusing on 
implementation of the 
agreed framework, which is 
aimed at ending any North 


Korean- nuclear weapons 
•. development 
. A spokesman for foe U.S.- 
led international consortium 
engaged in the talks with 
North Korea in New York 
described Monday’s session 
as "useful and busi- 
nesslike.” another session 
was planned Tuesday. 

The spokesman for the 
Korean Peninsula Energy 
Development Organisation 
(KEDO), speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said 
the two sides were going 
over the framework agree- 
ment "line by line, some- 
times word by word.” 

Ml Bums offered no 
assessment of Monday’s 
session, but he said the new 
phase of talks, which began 
two weeks ago in Kuala 


Lumpur, has become the 
main focus of U.S. diploma- 
cy with the North Koreans. 

Mr. Bums said that 
although there is still inter- 
est in what is happening 
"behind the scenes” in 
North Korea, that would not 
affect the New York talks. 

• Under foe 1994 frame- 
work agreement. North 
Korea froze its nuclear pro- 
gramme in exchange for 
two Western-designed light- 
water reactors, worth $4 bil- 
lion. 

The North Koreans are 
demanding additional com- 
pensation for the money 
they have invested in foe 
nuclear power programme 
that led Western intelli- 
gence to conclude they were 
trying to build nuclear 


bombs. 

Mr. Bums said that despite, 
some opposition to foe" 
arrangement in Congress, 
the Clinton administration 
still has hope that final leg- 
islation to be worked out by 
a congressional conference 
committee will provide foe 
$20 million U.S. contribu- 
tion to the project. 

"This is still among the 
most important issues that 
the United States faces, and 
that is our very, very strong 
effort to continue foe freeze 
on North Korea’s nuclear 
programme, continue 
implementation in all 
dimensions of the agreed 
framework,” Mr. Bums 
said. 


Morale reported slipping in U.S. forces 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In 
barracks, on airfields and 
aboard ships where a 
shrinking number of 
Americans in uniform toil 
daily, the dark side of U.S. 
Defence Department sav- 
ings is taking a toll that 
can’t be measured in dollars 
and cents. 

"Officers and enlisted per- 
sonnel are reaching 
burnout,” says a report to 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry. "Doing more with 
less is affecting morale.” 

A Pentagon advisory group 
drafted the report based on 
interviews with more than 

3,000 men and women this 
summer at U.S. bases in the 
Pacific region. 

Not everyone is being 
overtaxed, of course, and 
for many foe added strain is 
manageable. But in the five 
years of what foe Pentagon 
calls "downsizing,” the 
U.S. military’s workload 
around foe globe has actual- 
ly increased 

In foe army and air force, 
the percentage of people 
deployed away from home 


stations at any one time is 
twice what it was four years 
ago, said Louis Hnch, 
deputy undersecretary of 
defence for readiness. 

What’s to blame for the 
declining morale? The 
report lists more frequent 
duty away from home, 
slower promotions, erosion 
of benefits, inadequate.child 
care and bousing, whir!: in 
one case was likened to a 
slum. 

The consequences: "Enor- 
mous stress” on the fami- 
lies, weaker job perfor- 
mance, and an inclination 
for more qualified people to 
quit. Alcohol abuse and 
antidepressant drugs are 
major problems in more 
stressful postings like 
Korea. 

Living and working con- 
ditions at posts in Korea and 
other Pacific areas are in 
many ways tougher than at 
overseas posts like 
Germany, in pan because 
most U.S. personnel in 
Korea are not accompanied 
by spouses. 

But foe repon said even 


taking those differences into 
account, many of the same 
signs of stress are cropping 
up at U.S. bases arouDd foe 
globe, not just in foe 
Pacific. 

John Marsh Jr., a former 
secretary of foe army and 
now bead of a task force 
appointed by Mr. Perry to 
study the military’s "quality 
of life” problems, said "a 
number of foe observa- 
tions” made by the advisory 
panel reinforced the conclu- 
sions his own group is 
for min g. He would not dis- 
cuss the issues in detail. 

Mr. Percy has expressed 
concern about overburden- 
ing today's military. To ease 
the strain, the military 
already is making more use 
of reserve forces for today’s 
overseas missions, includ- 
ing operations in Bosnia, 
Iraq and Haiti. 

The advisory group, the 
Defence Advisory 

Committee on Women in 
the Services, interviewed 
men and women at 18 U.S. 
installations including 

Elmendorf Air Force Base, 


Alaska; Hickam Air Force 
Base, Hawaii; Yokosuka 
Naval Station, Japan; army 
and air force bases in South 
Korea and marine bases in 
Okinawa. 

Among findings: 

— Housing is a problem, 
both on and off base. 
Sometimes onbase housing 
is too scarce or of poor 
quality, "overcrowded, 
unsanitary and (with) a 
‘slum atmosphere,”' the 
report said. 

— Support or counseling 
services are overburdened. 
Even where chaplains or 
other services are available, 
some military people are 
reluctant to use them lest 
their use would undermine 
chances for promotions. 

— Sexual harassment of 
women remains "pervasive 
and subtle,” the report said. 
In Korea, women reported 
being sexually harassed 
while off-duty, often by 
higher-ranking men. 

— Child care services are 
too expensive, facilities 
overcrowded. 


French Socialist leader faces new graft accusation 


PARIS (R) — French 
Socialist leader Henri 
Emmanuelli, already under 
a one-year suspended jail 
sentence for receiving illicit 
campaign funds, faced fresh 
accusations of illegal fend- 
ing Tuesday from an ex- 
member of parliament. 

' The newspaper Le Monde 
and Europe 1 Radio pub- 
lished a letter from former 
Deputy Jeah-Pierre 


Des trade to an investigating 
magistrate in which he said 
MR. Emmanuelli had 
appointed him to raise 
fends from big supermarket 
chains between 1988 and 
1992. 

Mr. Emmanuelli L was 
Socialist Party treasurer at 
foe time. He became party 
leader last year and is due to 
hand over that role to 
defeated presidential candi- 


date Lionel Jospin later this 
month. 

In foe letter dated Aug. 29, 
Mr. Des trade said his activ- 
ities as a fund-raiser includ- 
ed demanding payments of 
up to six million francs 
($1.2 million) from retail 
companies in exchange for 
permission to build hyper- 
markets. 

T raised 33 million francs 
($6.6 million) in covert 


fends far foe PS (Socialist 
party),” which was in power 
at the time, he wrote. 

Mr. Destrade is under judi- 
cial investigation for 
alleged fraud, embezzle- 
ment and forgery. The 
chairmen of retailers 
Promodes and Auchan have 
also been placed under 
investigation. 
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From ideals to reality 

HIS ROYAL Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan made a very important point 
Monday when he told the opening session 
of a Pan-Arab Conference on education 
at the University of Jordan that it was 
time we discussed the development of 
human resources on the basis of stan- 
dards that are objective, substantive and 
applicable for all citizens. This has been 
one of the biggest challenges the country 
has faced since its establishment and 
remains as the main crisis clogging opti- 
mum gain from the country’s human 
resources and potential. 

Even more challenging in the words of 
the Crown Prince is the willingness and 
ability of the government to heed these 
words and translate them into reality. It 
is frustrating for all of us to see our 
leaders offer timely counsel, and then to 
see this counsel being effectively disre- 
garded by public and private sectors 
alike. Provincialism, factionalism and 
sectarianism. Prince Hassan warned the 
audience, have in effect created compo- 
nents in our society that are incompatible 
with the public’s own interests and pers- 
pectives. 

These are the woes not only of Jordan 
but of most nations of the world. There 
have been successes in some countries, 
however. In Canada, for instance, multi- 
culturalism has been promoted to some 
degree of success as the mainstay of the 
Canadian federation. In other societies 
such as the U.S., the melting pot strategy 
was endorsed and applied vigorously as 
the surest way to maintain cohesion and 
unity. There are, of course, many “hap- 
py medium” policies that some states 
have incorporated into their systems to 
strike harmony and comaraderie between 
the various ethnic and religious groups 
that make up the population. Whether we 
in the Arab World opt for either 
approach, it is clear that we need to 
reflect more carefully on the address of 
the Crown Prince and start treating 
people equally irrespective of their faith, 
ideology or origin. Admittedly, like 
others in the region, we still have a long 
way to go before we can begin to imple- 
ment equality amongst all nationals 
whether de facto or de jure. But until we 
do that exploitation of our full human 
resources and potential will remain un- 
realised. For its economy, social and even 
political development, this is a loss this 
country can no longer afford to sustain. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in A1 Dustour Tuesday discussed a declaration 
issued by political groups who oppose normalisation with 
Israel, to abort deals with the Jewish state. The opposition 
parties openly declared their intention to foil the Wadi 
Araba and Oslo agreements, but failed to say how they 
would achieve that goal with their limited means and 
members, wrote Saleh Qallab. According to lists submined 
to the Ministry of Interior membership does not exceed 
14.000, the writer added. The opposition groups, wrote 
Mr. Qallab. are divided and weak and do not agree on 
common goals. Had the opposition been strong enough and 
■acked by a wide popular base, they could have foiled the 
Jea of a "settlement with Israel from the start and before 
.he Convening of the Madrid conference, continued the 
. writer. In the writer’s view, these parties, which habitually 
j issue big slogans declaring their rejection of any settlement, 
j are merely trying to escape from facts and present realities. 

JORDANIANS would like to share unity with other Arab 
countries, or at least a confederation, but without Amer- 
icans or Israelis shaping such matters for them or determin- 
ins their future, and Tareq Masarweh in A1 Ra’i daily 
Tuesday. Arab countries will opt for unity or confederation 
when and how they choose and out of a desire to safeguard 
• i-Arab interests and not to serve the purpose of outside 
'.pres, wrote the writer. Why should President Clinton or 
”s Foreign Minister wish to raise the question of a 
.ouiederation between Jordan and Palestine at this stage 
when the Palestinians have not yet recovered their lands or 
’ established their state, asked the writer. He said it is clear 
that Israe* ; s trving to escape from recognising the full 
rishi 5 of Palesiinains in determining their own destiny 
| and an impendent Palestinian state as a neighbour. The 
writer v • that Israel is seeking to give the Palestinians an 

, autonomous powers rather than a state, the 

{ dream which the Palestinians have been struggling to fulfil. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


SOME THINGS change 
some things remain the 
same. 

It was impossible to avoid 
making comparisons be- . 
tween last week's Israeli- 
Palestinian White House 
ceremony and the Septem- 
ber 1993 Washington sign- 
ing of the Declaration of 
Principles (DoP). 

The days leading up to 
the 1993 event were filled 
with expectations: .A 
psychological and emotion- 
al breakthrough was occur- 
ring, history was being 
made. This year, on the 
other band, found neither 
the Arab- American, nor 
American- Jewish commun- 
ity leadership expressing 
enthusiasm at the prospect 
of yet another White House 
event. 

For many, the hopes 
raised in 1993 had been 
dashed during the two long 
and hard years that fol- 
lowed. Continued repres- 
sion and violence, coupled 
with the lack of progress in 
implementing the political 
aspects of the DoP and eco- 
nomic development, left 
supporters of peace want- 
ing. Among both Arab- 
Americans and American- 
Jews, it appeared that the 
opponents^ of peace had 
the upperhand. 

Further diminishing en- 
thusiasm was the percep- 
tion tiiat the most recent 
negotiations had been too 
long, too hard-fought and 
had yielded a product too 
imperfect to create a work- 
able solution. 

Since so few were happy 
with the results, what was 
there to celebrate? 

While the events of 
September 1993 left the 
Arab-American and 
American-Jewisb lead- 
erships euphoric, Septem- 


Reactions to the Washington 
signing of PLO-Israel deal 


ber 1995 resulted in a more 
serious recognition of 
mutual responsibility. This 
was, if anything, the central 
theme projected by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Palestinian lead- 
er Yasser Arafat in the 
many speeches they gave 
during their two days in 
Washington. 

There clearly is a new 
relationship that has de- 
veloped among the Israeli 
and Palestinian leaderships. 
Their handshake and smiles 
didn’t seem forced this 
time, and neither did their 
words. Mr. Rabin, Mr. 
Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 
actually spoke about one 
another with humour and 
warmth. Mr. Rabin even 
praised his Foreign Minister 
Peres, in glowing terms — 
an act which some in the- 
American Jewish commun- 
ity noted was more indica- 
tive of the changing atti- 
tudes than the warm words 
of praise and support he 
offered to PLO Cbainnan 
Yasser Arafat. 

Equally telling of this 
change in attitude were 
comments both Mr. Rabin 
and Mr. Peres made separ- 
ately in public events during 
their two* day visit to 
Washington. 

Speaking before a gather- 
ing of Jewish leaders, Mr. 
Rabin strongly condemned 
those who attack the peace 
process. He chided those in 
the Jewish community who 
think that because they give 
money to Israel, they can 
dictate its policy. It was the 
policy of ms government to 


honour and complete this 
peace process, and if his 
U.S. Jewish opponents 
didn’t like it they could he 
said, in effect, “keep their 
money.” 

At some point in his re- 
marks Mr. Rabin noted that 
the goal of the peace pro- 
cess was to see Israel living 
next to — and he said — 
•“an independent Palesti- 
nian state." After a pause, 
be corrected himself saying 
that it would be “something 
less than a state.” A num- 
ber of Jewish leaden who 
were present noted that Mr. 
Rabin often used the word 
“state,” and during his 
pause, there was no nega- 
tive audience reaction. Mr. 
Rabin’s “apparent” misene 
was no surprise and created 
□o shock — a Palestinian 
state is an inevitability and 
most American-Jews know 
it. 

For his part Mr. Peres, 
speaking before a mixed 
Arab-American and 
American-Jewish audience, 
also gave new insight into 
the changing attitude. He 
spoke of having come to 
understand the misery that 
Palestinians have had to en- 
dure and noted that he has 
learned in his life that no 
one has tire right to take 
freedom and independence 
away from any other peo- 
ple. As he spoke pas- 
sionately about these feel- 
ings, there were whispers in 
the audience commenting 
on the Foreign Minister’s 
very personal expression of 
feeling for Palestinian suf- 
fering! 

For his part, Mr. Arafat 


worked hard on the day 
following the Thursday 
ceremony. He began the 
day at a Builders of Peace 
breakfast, urging more in- 
vestment in the West Bank 
and Gaza. After a few offi- 
cial meetings, the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
president spent a tough 
hour answering questions 
from the editorial board of 
the Washington Post. He 
then attended back-to-back 
luncheons hosted in his 
honour in the Senate and 
the House of Representa- 
tives. 

He again received tough 
and pointed questions and 
gave back tough and 
pointed answers. Many of 
the members of Congress 
who attended were the very 
same members who only 
one week earlier were rude- 
ly insulting Mr. Arafat and 
calling for an end to U.S. 
financial support for the 
PNA. A number of those 
same congressmen indi- 
cated that they had been 
very impressed by the PNA 
president’s straightforward 
answers to their questions. 
The Senate and congres- 
sional sessions both ended 
with handshakes, photo-ops 
and commitments to work 
together to make the pro- 
cess a success — a very 
different tune from a week 
ago. 

The combined result of 
the presences of these lead- 
ers in Washington, their 
words, and the White 
House ritual has been to 
create among Arab- 
Americans and American- 
Jews a new sense of com- 


mitment to the peace pro- 
cess. Cynics have become 
believers — but believers 
who realise that the success 
of this process will require 
hard work. 

It is clear that the current 
agreement is, at best, a 
weak compromise. Absent 
U.S. pressure on Israel to 
give more the Palestinians 
got not what they deserved 
but what they could get. 

The most optimistic ana 
realistic way to describe this 
pact is that it represents 
neither a half-full nor- half- 
empty cup for Palestinians. 
Rather, it is the beginning 
of having a^cup at all, and 
now comes the chance to fill 
it. Will the' landmines that 
mar the landscape of the 
accord (e.g. too many set- 
tlers too many checkpoints, 
too little land and water) 
explode in the faces of 
those who are earnestly 
hoping to make this peace 
work? 

It is not time that will tell 
— it is the commitment of 
leadership in both the re- 
gion and in the U.S. that 
will shepherd the process 
through to a successful 
completion. We left the 
September 1993 signing 
with euphoria — but with a 
passive sense that with the 
handshake, reality had 
changed. We left the 
September 1995 events 
knowing that reality had 
not changed. Feelings and 
some attitudes have 
changed — but for reality to 
change, the new rela- 
tionship and attitudes must 
be transformed into hard 
new facts. This will require 
a mutual investment and 
commitment to im- 
plementing Palestinian 
rights despite the explo- 
sions and protests that are 
bound to occur. 


Unrest in Karachi still Bhutto’s biggest bugbear 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 

KARACHI — After nearly 
two years in power. Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto is 
still grappling with daily 
killings in Pakistan’s biggest 
city, Karachi. 

Karachi was paralysed on 
Sunday by a one-day strike 
called by the ethnic opposi- 
tion Mohajir Qaumi Move- 
ment (MQM) in protest at 
what it said was the killing 
on Thursday of three MQM 
workers in police custody. 
Police say they died in a 
shootout. 

Keen to reassure wary 
foreign investors, Mrs. 
Bhutto launched a big 
effort in July to crush what 
she calls a "mini- 
insurgency" and stop ethnic 
and sectarian strike pla- 
guing the southern port. 

Security forces cracked 
down on MQM militants, 
arresting more than 200 and 
•killing dozens of others in 
alleged dashes. 

Mobile telephone and pa- 
ger networks in the teeming 
city of 12 million were cut 
off to disrupt MQM com- 
munications. 

Simultaneously, the gov- 
ernment began peace talks 


which have yet to bear fruit. 
Last week the MQM 
boycotted one session and 
said it would not return to 
the table until the govern- 
ment stops the security 
forces from dealing sum- 
marily with its workers. " 

Interior Minister 
•Naseerullah Babar, a re- 
tired general, says the gov- 
ernment's policy of talking 
loudly ana wielding a big 
stick will restore peace to 
Karachi by the end of the 
year. 

The evidence is mixed. 

The daily death toll dip- 
ped noticeably in July, but 
has since crept back up, 
with AS people killed last 
week and 149 in Septem- 
ber. That has brought the 
total for this year to 1,523, 
approaching double the 800 
who died in 1994. 

Many of the victims, who 
include 135 policemen’, 
were kidnapped and tor- 
tured before being killed by 
anonymous assassins — no 
groups claim responsibility 
in this dirty war. 

Altai Hussain, London- 
based leader of the MQM, 
accuses Bhutto's . govern- 
ment of preparing for “civil 
war and genocide" by 
arming unnamed groups to 
unleash against his people. 


The MQM. which will 
not admit it is waging a 
guerrilla war as well as a 
political struggle, has hit 
back by disrupting Pakis- 
tan’s industrial and com- 
mercial hub with frequent 
strikes. 

Top MQM negotiator 
Ajmal Dhlavi told Reuters 
last week that the talks had 
made no progress and none 
was likely while Mrs. Bhut- 
to, whose vote base is in 
rural Sindh Province, stays 
in power. 

“We have a political 
understanding with Nawaz 
Sharif,” he said, explaining 
that the leader of the main 
opposition Pakistan Muslim 
League had accepted all the 
MOM’S demands. 

Some political commen- 
tators say Mrs. Bhutto can- 
not make too many conces- 
sions to the Urdu-speaking 
Mohajirs, most of whom 
arrived from India after 
partition in 1947, without 
offending her landlord 
backers in Sindh, of which 
Karachi is the capital. 

Others say her govern- 
ment is taking its cue from 
the army, which withdrew 
troops from Karachi in 
November after 29 months 
but still plays a powerful 
role through its control of. 


the paramilitary rangers 
sharing security duties with, 
police. 

“Everything happening 
in Sindh Province is con- 
nected to the army and in- 
telligence agencies,” De- 
hlavi said. “They want to 
crush the MQM or divide it 
into competing factions.” 

Businessmen in the bust- 
ling chaos of Karachi are 
divided over whether the 
government has really 
weakened the MQM. 

But they agree on the 
urgent need to stem the 
violence to restore the 
shaken confidence of fore- 
ign and local investors. 

“The government is very 
eager to get foreign invest- 
ment, but foreign investors 
are shy because of what 
they see on television,” said 
S.M. Muneer, president of 
federation of Pakistan 
chambers of commerce and 
industry. 

“Law and order has im- 
proved... but business con- 
fidence is not good.- There 
must be a political solution 
and the government should 
take a tough stand on ter- 
rorists,” he said. 

“Our foreign customers 
don’t want to come to 
Karachi any more,” said 
Khalid Iqbal, chief execu- 
tive of Quetta Textiles Li- 


mited. “They ask to come 
to Lahore or want us to go 
to Dubai or they just divert 
their business to Delhi or 
Bombay.” 

Still, Mohibullah Shah, 
secretary of the State Board 
of Investment, believes 
Pakistan will lure $4 billion 
of foreign direct and equity 
investment in 1995. mostly 
in power projects. 

“No doubt law and order 
in Karachi is a handicap, 
but we have put across the 
message that Pakistan is an 
attractive place to invest.” 
he told Reuters. 

A survey by Business 
South Asia published by the 
Economist intelligence unit 
recently polled multination- 
al companies on how they 
viewed Pakistan as a target 
for investment. 

It said 48 per cent of 78 
respondents rated Pakistan 
fourth most attractive of 
five emerging markets, 
while 36 per cent saw Chi- 
na, India, Vietnam and 
Cambodia as better bets. 

“When the (MQM- 
govemment) talks started, 
people hoped some settle- 
ment would take place," 
said Sirajuddin Cassim, 
president of Karachi stock 
exchange. “Now they’ve 
lost all hope.” 
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Hailing an 
adventure 

Jordan, as the world 
knows, takes tourism 
seriously and seeks 
actively to develop this 
industry. Why, then, 
does it "persist in ignor- 
ing an area which, if 
developed, may attract 
millions in revenue ? I 
refer here to adventure 
tourism. 

The lover of adven- 
ture can fulfil his quest 
without setting foot 
outside Amman, simply 
by taking a taxi. 
Attempt, if you will, 
the contortionist's feat 
of squeezing yourself 
onto the seats, which 
are invariably lopsided, 
slashed at various 
places, and unsteady on 
their runners. Notice, 
if you will, the sharp 
■contrast between the 
red and white no smok- 
ing sign on the wind- 
screen. and the red and 
white packets of ciga- 
rettes on the dashboard. 

As the journey starts, 
your sense of danger is 
tickled by the discov- 
ery that safety belts, 
mandatory’ by law. are 
non-functional. Your 
detective instincts are 
challenged by the enig- 
ma surrounding the dri- 
ver. His identity card 
which, by law, has to be 
displayed prominently, , 
bears a photo rarely if 
ever compatible with 
his face. Even where 
compatibility exists, his 
identity remains 
Unknown because the 
information in Arabic 
is written in a free and 
largely illegible hand, 
and it overflows into 
the space allocated for 
the English* text, which 
is then omitted for the 
lack of space. 

Seriously, if tourists 
are to feel welcome m 
this country, taxis (and 
drivers) should be 
made road worthy. 
Vehicles are often so 
rickety that they seem 
to be held together only 
by paper staples, chew- 
ing gum and string. 

This, in all fairness, is 
not entirely the fault of 
drivers. Regulatory 
bodies pass codes and . 
regulations, apparently 
in total disregard to the 
realistic prospects of 
implementing them. In 
reality, taxes on spare 
parts are so exorbitant 
as to make mainte- 
nance unfeasible: 

Why not exempt taxis A 
and their spare parts 
from all lewies, and 
simply tax the income 
of the taxi ? 

Equally serious is the 
need for a campaign to 
instruct taxi drivers in 
certain basic codes of 
conduct like washing 
regularly, shaving 
either regularly or not 
at all, and not using the 
bare finger for excava- 
tion work in the nos- 
trils. Two more mes- 
sages need to be 
drummed in: the first is 
that a non Arab man is 
not necessarily a fair 
target for the driver’s 
abuse: the second, and 
more important one, is 
that a non Arab woman 
is not necessarily a fair 
target for the driver’s 
libido. The revelation 
is long overdue th3t a 
woman may don short 
trousers and a light 
shirt, merely because 
the temperature 
exceeds forty degrees 
in the shade, and not to 
invite on herself the 
worst excesses of 
Sodom and Gomorra. 
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Betselem demands independent 
autopsy of Palestinian- American 
who died in PLO detention cell 


Two Cultures: A science fiction 


Have scientists created a new 
literary genre? No, in reality 
art has long been dominated 
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Are writers such as Stephen Hawking cekbrating science as Shakespeare did? 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli hu- 
man rights group has deman- 
ded that Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat authorise an 
independent autopsy of a 
Palestinian- American who 
died after being detained by 
Palestinian security agents. 

“The death of Azzam Mus- 
tek is yet one more example 
of the (Palestinian) preven- 
tive security service's failure 
to uphold its basic obligation 
to respect human rights," the 
Betselem group said in a let- 
ter to Mr. Arafat. 

Musleh, 52, is the fifth man 
to die in Palestinian custody 
since the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho became autonomous 
in May 1994. Relatives say 
j his body bore marks of tor-* 
ture. 

Betselem demanded that 
an autopsy be performed, 
even though the procedure 
violates Muslim tradition. 

Mr. Arafat chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) has already 
ordered an investigation into 
the death of Mr. Musleh, 
who returned to his native 
West Bank four years ago 
after 21 years in the United 
States, where he owned a 
supermarket in Dallas, 
Texas. 

A Palestinian official, 
speaking anonymously, said 
President Bill Clinton perso- 
nally asked Mr. Ararat to 


Qudah. 

One day after the article 
was published in A1 Hayat, 
Mr. Masarweh demanded in 
his daily column in A1 Ra’i 
that Mr. Ne’matt and A1 
Hayat be taken to court, and 
said that he was planning to 
do so himself. 

j. “We will go to court to find 
out who these informed 
sources’ and ‘official sources’ 
who have relayed to Al 
Hayat the government's con- 
cern over the Iraqi regime,” 
Mr. Masarweh wrote. 

In his report, Mr. Ne’matt 
wrote that “Iraqi institutions 
. are trying to recruit Jorda- 
nian journalists and writers 
and working on winning over 
all forces that support the 
Iraqi regime by giving money 


(Continued from page 1) 

American football field, 
fame-making television com- 
mercials' for a rental car com- 
pany, pop culture status for 
his roles in the “Naked Gun” 
movie spoofs. 

His private life was some- 
thing else. Prosecutors said 
Mr. Simpson’s outward 
strength of body and perso- 
nality hid psychological 
weakness. He was, they said, 
racked by jealousy, plagued 
with anger, bent on control in 
every situation. He was a 
time bomb. 

The bomb exploded, 
according to prosecutors, on 
June 12, 1994. 

Mr. .Simpson's defence 
rested on the simple premise 
that the one place he was not 
that night was at his ex-wife’s 
home, where the throats of 
' Ms. Simpson and Goldman 
' were slashed. 

At the crime scene were 
bloody footprints in his shoe 
size, 12, and blood drops 
bearing Mr. Simpson’s gene- 
tic markers. Near the bodies 
was a glove in his size — and 
of a style identical to that of 
gloves his ex-wife bought him 


proved his point to the world 
and that he will lake them 
back.” said Umm Adel, a 
woman who left the camp 
into Egypt en route to Gaza. 

Preparations were under- 
way Tuesday, with some 150 
extra security men deployed 
to keep order, Egyptian offi- 
cials' said, 

A podium was set up and 
strings of lights hung around 
the camp of 80 tents erected 
hy the Libyan authorities, 
while a t-shaped marquee 
waK put up on the Libyan side 
of the border and Libyan 
nags hoisted at Musaid. 

Egyptian journalists who 
entered no-man's land said 
they saw around 500 Palesti- 
nians in the camp on Tues- 
day. 

According to the United 
Nations, 5,000 Palestinians 
have already been thrown out 
of Libya, and the pace of 
expulsions picked up in re- 
cent days with Libyan author- 


look into Mr. Musleh’s 
death. “The case has reached 
the highest level,” the official 
said, on condition of anony- 
mity. 

A U.S. official, also speak- 
ing anonymously, would only 
confirm that the issue of the 
dead American had been dis- 
_ cussed with Palestinian in 
Washington. 

The U.S. government said 
Monday it was concerned 
over the death. But State 
Department spokesman 
.Nicholas Burns said there 
were no plans to set up an 
independent U.S. inquiry 
into the death. 

But State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said there were no plans to 
set up an independent U.S. 
inquiiy into the death. 

“The United Stales is con- 
cerned about the circumst- 
ances surrounding the 
death...,” Mr. Burns told re- 
porters. 

.Mr. Burns called Mr. Ara- 
fat’s probe into the death 
“certainly appropriate.” 

But he added: “Right now, 
there are no plans for an 
independent American inves- 
tigation. We will concentrate 
on working with the Palesti- 
nian Authority to pursue this 
issue.” 

The U.S. deputy consul 
general in Jerusalem, Jotpi 
Barge ron, went to Jericho on 


or gift or paying direct salar- 
ies.” 

Under the current Press 
and Publications Law, repor- 
ters should reveal their 
sources if the court decides 
“this would protea national 
security, prevent crime or 
attain justice.” 

If found guilty, Mr. 
Ne’matt could face fines and 
imprisonment. 

The controversial report 
came after the defection to 
Jordan of Iraqi top militaiy 
weapons’- expert Hussein 
Kamel, mid his call from here 
for overthrowing Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

But the detention of Mr. 
Ne’matt caught most journal- 
ists by surprise, especially 
that it took place prior to 
referring the case to court 


which he wore at televised 
football games. 

At Mr. Simpson’s house 
was the glove's apparent 
mate, smeared with incrimi- 
nating evidence: blood with 
the genetic markers of him 
and the two victims. Also on 
it was a hair similar to Ms. 
Simpson's and fibers almost 
identical to those in the 
carpeting of Mr. Simpson’s 
Bronco. 

There was Mr. Simpson’s 
blood on his driveway, Mr. 
Simpson's blood in the foyer, 
and a pair of bloody socks in 
his bedroom. The sock blood 
contained Ms. Simpson’s 
genetic markers, as well as 
Mr. Simpson's. 

In his Bronco vehicle, 
there was more blood: on the 
steering wheel, the door, the 
centre console and the 
carpeting. 

The trial spanned more 
than a year from jury selec- 
tion to dosing arguments. 
Jurors were locked down in a 
hotel to protect them from 
media contamination, cor- 
ruption and compromise. 

The prosecution case con- 
sumed nearly six months. 


ities expanding the border 
camp. 

Two field hospitals, a 
makeshift mosque, a school 
and an electrical generator 
have been set up. 

Hundreds more were ex- 
pected ar the border larer in 
the day and on Wednesday 
from Tobruk, 120 kilometres 
inside Libya. They have 
already been flown to Tobruk 
from various parts of Libya. 

Another 600 Palestinians 
left the port of Tripoli on 
Monday aboard a boat 
headed for Syria, the Egyp- 
tian government newspaper 
Al Ahram said. 

If Damascus allows them 
to enter, it will- be the first 
time Palestinians have been 
expelled directly from Libya 
in Syria. Lebanon, whose 
policy is closely tied to 
Syria's, has refused Palesti- 
nians entry and cut off all sea 
links with Libya on Sept, 8. 


Saturday and spoke with 
Palestinian police officials. 

“We'll obviously be follow- 
ing this very, very closely 
through our consulate gener- 
al in Jerusalem,” Mr. Burns 
said. 

Last Wednesday, Mr. Mus- 
leh was playing cards in' a 
coffee shop in bis home vil- 
lage of 'Am Yabroud in the 
West Bank when Palestinian 
agents drove up and arrested 
him, according to witnesses. 

Relatives said foe agents 
belonged to foe preventive 
security service headed by' 
Mr. Arafat’s West Bank 
securipr chief fibril Rajoub, 
who is based in the PLO 
enclave of Jericho. 

Early Friday, Mr. Musleh’s 
body was returned to ’Ain 
Yabroud. His son, 20-year- 
old Shaheed, said the body 
was bruised and had cigarette 
burns on the back and legs. A 
reporter who saw Musleh’s 
face before the burial saw 
welts, cuts and bruises. 

Palestinian officials have 
denied Musleh was beaten to 
death. Palestinian Attorney- 
General KhaJed Al Kidra 
said Sunday that Musleh 
headed a gang of thieves and 
died of a heart attack when 
investigators confronted him 
with foe evidence. 

Mr. Kidra said the death 
was being investigated and 
that be hoped to have results 
within two days. 


and pressing charges against 
foe defendant. 

It was not yet known why 
Mr. Ne’matt was denied bail; 
judicial sources refused to 
comment on the issue. 

But Mr. Ne’matt’s lawyer 
Ayman Abu Sharkh, was 
quoted by international news 
agencies as saying he was 
trying to appeal against the 
prosecutor's decision and to 
seek his release on bail. 

Meanwhile, the Paris- 
based Reporters Without 
Frontiers organisation 
appealed to His Majesty King 
Hussein to “use (his) influ- 
ence to rescind the detention 
measure" .against: Mr.. 
Ne’matt. ’ " 

“This detention of (14) 
days appears too excessive in 
relation to the charges being 
investigated against him,” 
the appeal, a copy of which 
was sent to the Jordan Times, 
said. 


Without a known eyewitness 
or a murder weapon, pro- 
secutors spun a circumstan- 
tial evidence case built on foe 
theory that Mr. Simpson had 
the motive and opportunity 
to kill, and left a literal trail 
of blood from foe crime scene 
to his house. 

The defence was simple: 
O.J. did not do it. 

Just who did do it — and 
why so much of foe evidence 
pointed to Simpson — were 
more problematic for the 
Simpson camp, which crafted 
a two-prong defence: Simp- 
son was a victim of a police 
frame-up and mishandling. 

The defence argued that 
the glove at Mr. Simpson's 
house was planted by a racist 
rogue cop named Mark Fuhr- 
man, who has wanted to nail 
Mr. Simpson since 1985, 
when Mr. Fuhrman — an 
alleged hater of interracial 
couples — responded to a 
domestic violence call be- 
tween Mr. Simpson, who is 
black, and Ms. Simpson, who 
was white. 

The black-majority jury 
was urged to acquit Mr. 
Simpson to send a message 
that police corruption and 
racism would not be toler- 
ated. 


(Continued from page I) 

each yeaT, preparing through 
prayer and reflection to stand 
before God in judgment. 

This year there is also an- 
ger. with many feeling of aliena- 
tion after the secular Israeli 
government in last week 
signed an accord exceeding 
to the Palestinians West 
Bank land which the religious 
*claim as a Biblical birthright. 

The agreement has aggra- 
vated existing tensions be- 
tween Israel's secular major- 
ity and the observant com- 
munity — variously esti- 
mated at from a fifth to a 
third of the country's 4.5 
million Jews. 

“Both communities are 
screaming at each other, they 
are not talking to each 
other,” said Rabbi David 
Hartman, a Jewish philo- 
sopher who runs an orthodox 
seminaiy in Jerusalem. 

Historically, Yom Kippur 
has also been an occasion for 
Jewish unity. But it is in scant 
evidence these days. 


by science 

By Bryan Appleyard 

“WHEN I find myself in 
the company of scientists,” 
wrote WH Auden. “I feel 
like a shabby curate who 
has strayed by mistake into 
a drawing room full of 
dukes.” 

The Two Cultures are 
with us. apparently, for 
ever. Since foe phrase first 
appeared in 1962 with the 
row between FR Leavis and 
CP Snow (Why all the ini- 
tials? Fear of an excess of 
intimacy?) the idea that 
there is an unbridgeable 
gulf between the grand 
dukes of science and foe 
shabby curates of the arts 
has been more or less fixed. 
Art seem too vaporousiy 
vague for the scientists; sci- 
ence seems too coldly pre- 
cise for the artists. Artists 
resent scientists for really 
changing the world; scien- 
tists despise artists for pre- 
tending to do so. And so 
on. The culture is riven, 
balkanised by competitive 
ignorance. 

Now John Carey. Merton 
Professor of English at Ox- 
ford. has intervened in the 
conflict. As editor of the 
Faber Book of Science. 
which was published last 
week, he asserts that the 
best of modern scientific 
popularisers — Richard 
Dawkins. Stephen Hawk- 
ing. Stephen Jay Gould and 
so on — have created a new 
kind of late-20th century 
literature, one that de- 
mands to be recognised as a 
separate genre, distinct 
from the old literary forms, 
and conveying pleasures 
and triumphs quite distina 
from theirs. 

This is either a veiy small 
claim or a very big one. Of 
course, popular science is a 
separate genre; of course, it 
offers different delights 
from a Jacobean verae dra? - 
.ma — to say this much is to 
say very little. But 1 assume 
Carey intends the claim to 
be a big one. In this case he 
is saying that popular scien- 
ce writing is literature in the 
grandest sense of the word, 
which is to say that it is 
enduring, important and, in 
an artistic as opposed to 
merely scientific sense, 
frue. We remember, for ex- 
ample. Jonathan Swift be- 
cause his genius expanded 
his work beyond its local 
preoccupations to realise a 


day despite a series of small 
tremors — often a warning of 
a larger shock to come — 
during the previous week. 

They also confirmed that 
these same local authorities 
failed to distribute enough 
tents to residents whose 
homes were damaged or des- 
troyed. leaving thousands of 
people without shelter. 

“Thursday, the day after 
the second tremor, which me- 
asured 4.8, we were told to 
return to our homes,” said 
Ibrahim Aygunduz, who had 
fled to the outskirts of the 
city along with thousands of 
other Dinar residents. City 
officials “told us the 4.8 tre- 
mor would be the biggest, 
and that only weaker ones 
would follow.” 


peered by early November 
but depended on a peace 
agreement for Bosnia. 

Mr. Holbrooke, who spent 
Monday talking to the Bos- 
nian government in Sarajevo, 
was heading for fresh talks on 
Tuesday with Mr. Milosevic 
in Belgrade. 

“We're talking not only 
about the ceasefire... we’re 
also talking about what hap- 


the implementation of joint 
development projects with 
Arab states, particularly in 
the energy seaor. 

He spoke of plans for link- 
ing Israeli, Egyptian and 
Jordanian electricity grids 
with prospects in the future 
of extending this to Syria, 
Lebanon ana eventually Iraq. 

Mr. Amos noted too the 
possibilities of building oil 


lasting truth; we shall re- 
member Richard Dawkins 
— Carey calls his book The 
Blind Watchmaker a mas- 
terpiece — because he has 
the literary gift to unive real- 
ise a highly specific experi- 
ence. 

Carey’s big claim is. of- 
course, completely wrong, 
but interestingly so. This 
popular science is not major 
literature, though it is, 
sporadically, very well writ- 
ten. Dawkins is lucid and 
has a writer's flair for the 
dramatic. Stephen Jay 
Gould is graceful -and vivid, 
and there are a number of 
- other scientists in Carey's 
anthology who fully deserve 
the classification “writer.” 
Furthermore, it is true that 
this kind of writing does 
seem to have taken off in 
'recent years. There are big 
popular science sections in 
all bookshops and scientists 
seem to be falling over each 
other to explain themselves 
to the lay masses. Perhaps 
they are idealists, though, it 
has to be said, the flow of ' 
books did increase dramati- 
cally once it became dear 
what kind of money 
Stephen Hawking was mak- 
ing out of A Brief History 
of Time. But, never mind 
the motive, a genre has, 
unquestionably, emerged. 

In Carey’s eyes this genre 
is the literature science has 
been waiting for. He makes 
the familiar Tto- Cultures 
point that, almost from the 
beginning, art has either 
studiously ignored or pom- 
pously abused science. . 
From Milton onwards, 
poets have trashed science 
as a deficient, soulless, des- 
tructive way of knowing foe 
world. Coleridge said that 
Shakespeare was worth 500 
Isaac Newtons. The very 
nature of the scientific pro- 
ject and of the scientific 

_ .imagination condemns sci- 
' entists" always to come 
second in the race for great- 
ness. 

As a result, claims Carey, 
•with only a few exceptions 
poetry has remained 
“science-blind.” Now. at 
last, scientists are doing the 
job the poets ought to have 
been doing for the past 400 
years — knowledgeably 
celebrating science in litera- 
ture. 

. Now Carey, at one point, 
does ask himself why poets > 
might have adopted • this 


The mayor, Yener Emek- 
siz. had personally 
announced over the weekend 
that he would be sleeping at 
home. 

Banks, political parties, 
muificipaJ bodies from 
around the country and va- 
rious professional groupings 
have begun campaigns to 
raise money for Dinar resi- 
dents. 

The ports union. Liman- 
IS, broke its own strike to 
reopen the Mediterranean 
port of Antalya in the neigh- 
bouring province to allow the 
shipment of aid material to 
Dinar. 

Hundreds of residents, still 
in shock and looking bewil- 
dered. spent a cold night in 
tents or in stables. 


pens after the war ends, with 
political arrangements being 
the number one subject.” 
Mr. Holbrooke said. 

“We’re discussing the 
question of elections, gov- 
ernmental structure, trying to 
fill in the many. Many blanks 
on the canvas of what the 
country of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina will look like 
after the peace.” 


anu gas pipelines from the 
Gulf Arab states to terminals 
on Israel's mediterranean 
coast, opening up new con- 
duits to Europe. 

, He said a plan is also being 
studied for a major hyd- 
roelectric projea based on 
joining the D*ead Sea. situ- 
ated below sea level along the 
Israeli-Jordan border, to the 
Red Sea by a 230-kilometre 
canal. 


haughty posture towards 
.science. But he answers 
himself merely by speculat- 
ing that “it is assumed that 
the poetic imagination is 
superior to the scientific." 
That is to do little more 
than repeat the question. 

What Carey should have 
noted was the paranoia of 
Coleridge or any number of 
other writers who have 
sneered at science. This is 
not a real sense of superior- 
ity; this is fear, obsession. 
The poets know their 
enemy and they cannot take 
their eye off him. Whatever 
writers may have been 
saying about the inferiority 
and irrelevance of science, 
for the pasr -WO years scien- 
ce has. in fact, been their 
primary subjea matter. 

Madame Bovary is. to a 
large extent, about science. 
William Blake is about sci- 
ence. thousands of pages of 
Viaorian novels are about 
science. In our own day, 
Martin Amis's novels have 
becomeincreasingly fixated 
on sciepce: less obviously, 
the poetry of John Ashbery 
is about science, and. 
equally obliquely though no 
less certainly. Samuel Beck- 
ett is about science. TTiey 
write about science not in 
the explicit sense of describ- 
ing experiments or theories, 
but in a more fundamental 
sense. They write about the 
world as they find it. and 
what they find is a world in 
which the dominant power 
and faith is science. Not. in 


nian prisoners at the end of 
this week. 

“The first group may be 
released on Thursday after- 
noon or on Friday morning,” 
said Sufyan Abu Zaideh. a 
member of the Palestinian 
National Authority admi- 
nistering self-ruled Gaza and 
Jericho. 

Mr. Abu Zaideh said more 
than 1.000 of the 5,300 
Palestinians held by Israel 
would be released in the first 
stage, which according to the 
deal reached last week, was 
to take place “on the signing 
of the agreement.” 

Prisoners, are one of the 
most sensitive issues in Israel- 
PLO peace moves. 

Palestinians want Israel to 
free all remaining prisoners 
while the Jewish state has 
vowed not to release Palesti- 
nians convicted of killing or 
seriously wounding Israelis. 

The accord says all women 
risoners will be freed in the 
•st stage of the release. 

But Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman, who must sign the 
pardons for some women, is 
resisting the demand. 

Mr. "Weizman said he 
would announce his decision 
after the vote in parliament. 

Mr. Abu Zaideh, who vi- 
sited Palestinians in two 
Israeli jails on Monday, said 
most prisoners were dis- 
appointed no agreement was 
reached on the release of all 
Palestinian inmates. 

The Israeli army plans to 
withdraw most of its forces 
from six of seven West Bank 
towns by Dec. 30. a senior 
military official said. 

“The Israeli army will do 
everything possible to finish 
its redeployment by Dec. 30. 
1995. in all the towns except 
Hebron, where it will not be 
completed until March.” 
General Uzi Dayan told re- 
porters- 

According to the general, 
the redeployment will begin 
in the northern West Bank 
town of Jenin and be corn- 


some way. to write about 
science may be impossible, 
and ii would certainly be 
dishonest. 

This is not what either of 
the Two Cultures wants to 
hear. The artist wants to 
hear the soothing assurance 
that his concerns are bigger 
and better than those of the 
scientist. The scientist 
wants to see science cele- 
brated from within — as a 
supremely effective and be- 
neficent expertise guarded 
by the specialist language of 
mathematics and selectively 
explained by a few gifted 
popularisers. What neither 
wants to be told is that 
science is all around us. it 
can neirher be ignored by 
aesthetes nor controlled by 
a few arrogant practitioners 
who happen to have a talent 
for writing. 

Carey does go so far as to 
admit that Martin Amis 
writes about science, com- 
paring his book Einstein’s 
Monsters with Dawkins's 
The Blind Watchmaker. ■ 
But he concludes: “From 
, the viewpoint of Iare-20th- . 
century thought. Dawkins's 
book represents the in- 
structed and Amis's the un- 
instructed imagination.”. 
This is trivial. Amis knows 
as much about science as 
Dawkins, he just knows 
different things. Dawkins 
knows the workings of sci- 
ence as a system: Amis 
knows it as a potent, com- 
plex force in the world and 
in his imagination. Both 


pleted there by mid-- 
November. 

The withdrawal is to start 
by Feb. II and wind up on 
March 30, clearing the way 
for Palestinian elections to a 
self-rule council. 

The, Israeli military admi- 
nistration will begin to move 
out of its offices in 12 Palesti- 
nian West Bank villages in 
eight days, Mr. Peres said 
Saturday. 

Unlike the six other West 
Bank towns, from which the 
army is to withdraw in full. 
Israeli troops are to make 
only a partial pullback from 
Hebron to protect the 400 
settlers who live among 
120.000 Palestinians. 

But the army is to reopen 
some roads in the town, the 
central market and the bus 
station. 

On Tuesday, Jewish set- 
rlers broke into a Hebron 
girls' school over the raising 
of a Palestinian flag and scuf- 
fled with parents and neigh- 
bours' in the town, Palesti- 
nians said. 

They said- no one was in- 
jured. About 50 settlers, in- 
cluding women and children, 
broke into the Gordoba 
school under police protec- 
tion and assaulted the prin- 
cipal and some of the girl 
students, they said. 

Some settlers climbed roof- 
tops and stoned Palestinian 
houses, smashing several 
windows. They threw eggs at 
the director of Palestinian 
education who arrived to in- 
spect the school, Palestinians 
said. 

Relatives of the students 
and neighbours rushed to 
fend off the settlers. Israeli 
security forces intervened. 
Witnesses said police de- 
tained one Palestinian youth 
and beat him up while a 
settler managed to flee 
arrest. 

Serrlers want Palestinians 
to refrain from raising the 
Palestinian flag over the 
school opposite a settler 


forms of knowing are 
appropriate, but the latter 
is more difficult.. Some sci- 
entists can. of course, do 
both: Dawkins, as it hap- 
pens. can't. 

This explains why En- 
glish teachers need not be 
too troubled about Carey's 
insistence that modern* 
popular science is an impor- 
tant addition to their curri- 
culum. Art is about the 
accomplishment of the most 
difficult and significant 
task: and that, in our time, 
is predominantly the 
attempt to square the de- 
mands and capacity of sci- 
ence with those of the hu- 
man imagination. The vast 
majority of these popularis- 
ers are merely vividly ex- 
plaining science from with- 
in: they cannot, therefore, 
claim to be producing liter- 
ature in the grand sense any 
more than Martin Amis can 
claim to be advancing quan- 
tum theory. 

Maybe this is to admit 
that there really are two 
cultures. But 1 don’t think 
so. I think there is one 
culture dominated by scien- 
ce and defined by different 
attitudes to science. There 
are dukes and there are 
curates, but they are all in 
the same drawing room. 

‘The Faber Book of Scien- 
ce.’ edited by John Carey 
(Faber & Faber. £17.50). 
The above article Js re- 
printed from the Indepen- 
dent. 


stronghold in Hebron. 

Mr. Rabin said Monday 
that the Palestinian self-rule 
enclave of Jericho would 
grow by six to seven square 
kilometres under the auton- 
omy agreement. 

Mr. Rabin said, during a 
cabinet meeting, that in sign- 
ing the accord in May 1994 on 
the first phase of autonomy. 
Israel had already agreed to 
expand the West Bank en- 
clave, an official said. 

He said that Jericho, which 
currently covers 62 square 
kilometres, would only grow 
by 10 per cent, adding that 
the extension did not 
threaten the Jewish settle- 
ments in the Jordan Valley. 

Israeli settlers in the valley 
increased their protests in re- 
cent days against the Jericho 
expansion. 

Settlers planted flags on 
Jordanian land after breaking 
out of the West Bank and 
wading across the Jordan 
River on Monday to protest 
against Palestinian self-rule. 

Mr. Rabin also said that 
the removal of calls for 
Israel's destruction from the 
PLO charter would be a key. 
test of the agreement with the 
Palestinians, a spokeswoman ( 
said. 

Mr. Arafat has undertaken 
to have the Palestinian parlia- 
ment amend the charter with- 
in two months of its election. 

Mr. Rabin's comments 
came during a meeting with 
Labour Party lawmakers cal- 
led to consolidate support for 
the autonomy accord. 

Mr. Arafat promised to 
amend the charter when 
Israel and the PLO signed 
their peace accord in Septem- 
ber 1993. and his failure to 
make good on this pledge has 
fuelled right-wing Israeli cri- 
ticism of Mr. Rabin's peace 
policies. 

Mr. Rabin's spokes- 
woman, Aliza Goren. con- • 
firmed the premier told 
Labour members that he saw 
Mr. Arafat's ability to revoke 
the clauses as “an important 
test of the agreement.” 
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, Egypt resume talks on association agreement Sudan acts to stop pound falling 
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CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the 
European Union began at 
least five days of talks on 
Tuesday on details of a free 
trade association agreement 
which will replace the coop- 
eration agreement in force 
since the '1970s. 

Five groups of experts will 
discuss competitiveness, agri- 
cultural regimes, processed 
agricultural products, intel- 
lectual property and customs 
and rules of origin in advance 
'of full negotiations in Brus- 
sels later this month. 

The EU is proposing a 
12-year transition to free 
trade with Egypt, which re- 


tains substantial tariff bar- 
riers to manufactured im- 
ports despite recent trade 
liberalisation. 

Under the old cooperation 
agreement, the only remain- 
ing restrictions on Egyptian 
exports to the EU have been 
on cotton yam and cloth, 
where Egypt exercises volun- 
tary restraint, and on 
oranges, where Egypt ex- 
ceeds a duty-free quota. 

But the Egyptian govern- 
ment and some industrialists 
see free trade with Europe as 
the best way to make the 
country more competitive 
and catch up with other Mid- 


dle East countries which have 
already gone further along 
the same path. 

“The old agreement hasn't 
worked. Egyptian exports to 
the EU have been stable at 
about SI billion a year for 
four or five years, once you 
extract the oil.” a European 
diplomat said. 

“The other incentive for 
Egypt is that the terms of 
trade are changing all around 
them, especially with the new 
GATT, and they can't re- 
main indifferent." he added. 

At the end of the last pull 
round of negotiations in 


Brussels in July, a European 
Commission official said he 
thought the talks would finish 
by the end of October but 
European officials in Cairo 
said this was wildly optimis- 
tic. 

”1 expect it will take three 
to four years,” said one. 

The negotiations have pro- 
voked a lively debate in the 
Egyptian press and some 
commentators have com- 
plained that the draft agree- 
ment under discussion 
favours the Europeans. 

But the EU is unwilling to 
make radical changes in the 


draft because it does not want 
the agreement with Egypt to 
vary much from those it has 
reached with Israel and Tuni- 
sia. 

The EU representative in 
Egypt, Michael McGeever. 
said that in the discussions 
this week the experts would 
study the implications of the 
draft agreement in each of 
the five areas. 

“It's an exploratory phase 
and these are areas they 
would like to get their teeth 
into. Then they will be able 
to see the consequences." he 
told Reuters, 


Oman seeks investment to develop first coal mine 


KHARTOUM (R) - The 
Sudanese government, under 
public pressure to stop the 
Sudanese pound falling 
against the dollar, has res- 
tricted public-sector access to 
hard currency bought by the 
newly opened exchange 
houses. 

The official news agency 
SUN A said on Tuesday that 
under a decree issued by 
acting Finance Minister 
Abdel Wahhab Ahamad 
Hamza, public-sector institu- 
tions can buy from the ex- 
change houses only with per- 
mission from his ministiy. * 

The institutions — minis- 
tries. corporations and 
public-sector companies — 
must also withdraw any out- 


sdanding applications for 
hard currency They have sub-, 
mitted. to the exchange 
houses, it said. 

The decree will naturally 
cut demand for hard currency 
in the exchange houses, 
where the value of the pound, 
has fallen in two weeks to S00 
to the dollar from 6S0 to the 
dollar. 

But it will also add to 
demand in the banks, which 
rely mainly on scarce public- 
sector foreign currency re- 
ceipts. . , 

The fall of the pound has 
put the exchange houses in 
the spotlight and trade union- 
ists. arguing that they contri- 
bute to inflation, have asked 


’the government to close them 
down. 

But Mr. Hamza said the 
government would let the ex- 
chance houses continue to 
operate and even expand. 

Since they opened earlier 
this year, the volume of trade 
in the exchange houses has 
risen to SI .5 million a day 
from SSS.000 a day at first, he 
said. 

He said the exchange 
houses could attract capital 
from abroad and eventually 
help to stabilise the exchange 
rate. 

The exchange houses buy 
dollars at rates about seven 
per cent more attractive than 
those on offer in the banks. 


DUBAI (R) — Oman is 
seeking foreign and local in- 
vestors to develop its first 
coal mine in a project esti- 
mated to cost more than £36 
million, officials said on 
Tuesday. 

Oman is developing its coal 
resources with the aim of 
becoming the first Gulf Arab 
state to use coal as a domestic 
energy source and is also 
considering exporting it. 

A small oil producer com- 
pared to others in the region. 
Oman had made develop- 
ment of its minerals and met- 
als a priority in diversifying 
and privatising the economy 
and is seeking foreign invest- 
ment to exploit gold, ura- 
nium and copper. 


A Ministry of Petroleum 
and Minerals official said 
Oman on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 
would present a pre- 
feasibility study to interested 
companies to develop its first 
coal field. 

“We are inviting foreign 
and local investors,” the offi- 
cial told Reuters. “We have 
already distributed the study 
to some government agen- 
cies, and we are asking in- 
terested companies, consum- 
ers and investors to prepare a 
formula.” 

A summary of the study, 
prepared by the British firm 
Wardle Armstrong, said the 
Af Kamil coal field in Oman's 
eastern region contained an 
estimated 112 million tonnes 


of coal. 

Geological and engineer- 
ing studies confirmed 19 to 22 
million tonnes of coal was 
recoverable at 120 to ISO 
metres, said the summary 
obtained by Reuters. 

This would support a mine 
with about 535,000 tonnes 
per year capacity over 35 
years, it said. 

“We have much more coal 
in the ground which has not 
yet been proven and stu- 
died," the ministry official 
said. 

Capital needs were put at 
S32.2 million and total capit- 
al. costs, and interest would 
run to S36.7 million, the 
study said. 

- The summary said it “indi- 


Dollar buoyed by G~7 hopes 


LONDON (R) — The dollar 
was buoyed on Tuesday as 
markets anticipated that 
leading industrial countries 
may throw their weight be- 
hind recent moves to streng- 
then the U.S. currency at a 
meeting on Saturday. * 

Trading, although thin, 
kept the dollar above 100.5 
yen level, well above the 
levels of last week when a 
roller-coaster ride left the 
currency just above 99 yen on 
Friday. " 

European stocks made 3 
lacklustre start, depressed by 
a sharp drop in Wall Street 
on Monday, but London and 
Paris shares -perked up later 
to show some gains. Frank- 
furt was closed because of the 
Unity Day holiday. 

Currency traders expected 
little fresh action ahead of 
important U-S. employment 
figures due out on Friday and 
the weekend Group of Seven 
(G7) meeting of industrial- 
ised nations. 

"It’s certainly quiet and l 
can’t see much happening.” 
said Carlo Gaiazzi. Forex 


manager at Nikko Bank in 
London. “1 think we will 
consolidate around 100 (yen) 
as we go towards G7 at the 
weekend.” 

The exception was the 
Swiss franc which continued 
its relentless march up to 
1.1475 per dollar from Mon- 
day’s 1.1497. 

Rumours overnight, later 
denied, that Fuji Bank had 
suffered huge losses in cur- 
rency trading helped under- 
pin the dollar against the yen. 
The reports showed the mar- 
ket was nervous about furth- 
er problems for Japanese 
banks, traders said. 

Officials of the G7 — 
which includes the United 
Slates. Japan. Germany. 
France, 'Italy, Canada and 
Britain — will gather in 
Washington during the 50th 
annual meeting of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
World Bank. 

They will do some tough 
talking on the dollar and back 
it up with intervention to buy 
the U.S. currency should it 


start to slide, traders believe. 

The general feeling was 
that while the officials would 
like to see the dollar still 
higher, they are probably not 
too unhappy with current 
levels. 

“The one-way bet is on 
dollar-yen if you have the 
stomach for it and are relaxed 
about dips on the way up." 
said ABN-AMRO economist 
Tony Norfield. 

In London. Europe's big- 
gest stock market, shares 
edged up in thin trading, 
weighed down initially by the 
overnight falls in New York. 

“Things are tending to 
drift.” one trader said. “I 
don’t think we’ll see a sharp 
setback, buying support is 
still there.” 

But the negative sentiment 
was dispelled later by gains 
from British Airways shares 
and takeover speculation pri- 
marily in electricity and water 
industries. 

French shares too made 
gains, after an unsteady start, 
unsettled by Wall Street. 


THE Daily Crossword by Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Mansard, e.g. 

5 Kiel, e.g. 

1 0 Forearm bone 

14 Vain 

15 Bouquet 

16 Stingy 

17 Reverse, for one 

18 Poe’s bird 

19 Author Grey 

20 Start of a quip 

23 English river 

24 Intuitive letters 

25 More of quip 

34 Biddy 

35 Goddess of 
agriculture 

36 Author Ferber 

37 Quiche need 
39 Dashboard 

components 

41 Tetched 

42 In — of 

43 Webber musical 

45 Once called 

46 More of quip 

50 Young seal 

51 Flight formation: 
abbr. 

52 End of quip 

59 Stylish 

60 Gullible 

61 Hideout 

63 Slangy negative 

64 Out-and-out 

65 Therefore 

66 Signals 
agreement 

67 Schemes 

68 Monthly 
payment 

DOWN 

1 Fit out 

2 Concert halls 

3 Patron saint of 
Norway 

4 Search about 

5 Went at top 
speed 

6 Inland sea 

7 — Scotia 

8 Church comer 

9 Surgical 
instrument 

10 Opened 

11 Meadowlands 
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12 Darting's pet 

13 Exist lrrrr-; 

21 CEO ~- 

22 Ending for baron — - 

or count _§ 

25 Young dog P f 

26 Government B M 

monopoly, of a C C 

kind X i 

27 Stevens of “The y f 

Farmer's y p 

Daughter* — - 

28 City on the _ - 

Moselle ■ I 

29 Villain I 

30 “There’s many JI £ 


Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


_A R# JE_ 
R E S 


1a d l A I M S I N £ 
■ D R O P~ sip R E O 
YTm O N T H fo| F MAY 


|C o hTeIr 


b[eB 


■ l a MlA- 
SOS o| 

P A I L ■ 


31 ‘A Bell for — " 

32 Surmise 

33 Went out 
socially 

38 Mystery story 
characters 
40 Pilots 
44 Coy 

47 Alphabet run 

48 Make available 

49 Ahab, for one 


IL5.1 

R O S 

— II 

Z O N 


■ T A C OlS 

■ T O O ~KMH | E|A | S | 0 

[b|e s tWs e cM%S 

“ I <L I *, I 

E tl r NDECEMBE 

SMtt EH A tMa Ljs 
Me|p ear s|n e s 


T EIN ■■■ a P A I |l||o U A 

H E I G fu N S O F A|U|G U S T 

E D|T A C O SflBfs ATE 

"hfsBTIOIO KBlRlElA S O N 


52 Tafts' territory 

53 Peel 

54 Certain league: 
abbr. 

55 Pocket bread 


56 Tied 

57 Curtail 

58 Street Indicator 

59 Tin 

62 Malarkey! 


cates that Oman’s coalfield 
could be exploited profitably. 
The study shows commercial 
opportunity to establish a 
surface mine to export coal to 
cement plants or to use it for 
power generation." 

One is to export it, which 
would require expanding port 
and ship-loading facilities, 
the summary said. It is also 
considering using it at two 
power and water sites to meet 
growing demand, especially 
ui the country's eastern re- 
gion. 

Omani officials have said 
that the country’s relatively 
small minerals and metals in- 
dustry could help it diversify 
away from oil, currently pro- 
duced at 800,000 barrels per 


day. 

Industry sources also told 
Reuters that Oman Mining 
Co. officials were looking for 
potential buyers in South 
Africa and Japan when it 
privatises its gold and copper 
mines this year. 

They said Consultants 
KPMG Peat Marwick were 
due this year to recommend 
the size of the stake Oman' 
should offer. 

The Gulf Arab state pro-- 
duces half a tonne of gold a 
year, far less than the 550 
tonnes per year extracted by 
companies in South Africa, 
the world's biggest producer, 
and is looking to develop two 
copper sites. 


Gulf reserves sharply up, 
bank foreign assets down 


Israel oil imports 
to grow 5% a year 


LIMASSOL, Cypres (R) — 
Israel’s oil imports will rise by 
five per cent a year because 
of new road building, higher 
vehicle usage and poor ener- 
gy efficiency, an Israeli ener- 
gy consultant said on Tues- 
day. 

The increase in Israel’s 
crude oil imports is more 
than double demand fore- 
casts for OECD states and is 
more typical of consumption 
growth seen in the expanding 
economies of Asia. 

“The number of vehicles 
(in Israel) will grow in a 
frightening way in the next 
few years,” Amos Ron, pres- 
ident of Haifa-based Consul- 
tants Ronaeten told delegates 
at an energy conference here. 

Increased gasoline con- 


sumption was expected be- 
cause of the construction of 
new roads from Israel to the 
Egyptian and Jordanian bor- 
ders and a new north-south 
carriageway in Israel, Mr. 
Ron said. 

The country’s energy effi- 
ciency had to be improved to 
limit the growing need for 
imported ml and petroleum 
products. 

“Israel is not on the front 
line of energy efficiency and 
we must do something about 
it,” Mr. Ron said. 

Israel imported 12.5 mil- 
lion tonnes of crude oil last 
year from the international 
spot market arid through a 
supply contract with the 
Egyptian government. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
external financial reserves of 
six Gulf Arab oil producers 
jumped by more than 20 per 
cent in 1995 while the foreign 
assets of their commercial 
banks declined, a bank report 
showed on Tuesday. 

International liquidity of 
the six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) stood at 
S23.9 billion in June com- 
pared with $18.2 billion in 
June 1994, the Arab Banking 
Corporation (ABC) said in 
its monthly bulletin. 

The increase was mainly 
due tQ a sharp rise in Saudi 
Arabia's reserves to $9.4 bil- 
lion from $5.2 billion. This 
compares with more than $20 
billion during the oil boom of 
the early 1980s. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter. was forced to withdraw 
from those reserves and other 
overseas investment to fi- 
nance a large budget deficit 
caused by a decline in crude 
prices. 

Kuwait, which is recover- 
ing from the 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion. recorded a slight drop in 
its financial reserves to $3.89 
billion from $4.09 billion. 


according to the Manama- 
based ABC. 

The reserves of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) in- 
creased to $7.6 billion from 
$6.02 billion and those by the 
remaining GCC members — 
Bahrain. Oman and Qatar — 
registered a small growth. 

The report about the eco- 
nomies of the 22-member 
Arab League showed net 
foreign assets by the GCC's 
nearly 120 commercial banks 
declined to $29.5 billion in 
March from $34.8 billion in 
March 1994. 

Saudi Arabia was also to 
blame for the fall, with its 
assets going down to around 
$13.7 billion from $16.7 bil- 
lion. Bankers said this was 
because Saudi commercial 
banks were repatriating part* 
of their overseas investments 
to fare growing demand for 
loans at home. 

The UAE’s bank foreign 
assets also fell to $8.6 billion 
from $1(L7 billion while 
Kuwait's rose to S3.4 billion 
from $3.1 billion. The other 
three members recorded 
slight increases in assets. 

ABC. controlled by the 
governments of Libya, 


Unscrambla these tout Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordnary words. 


GUBOH 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Honri Arnold and MUc* Aryirlon 


fm thinking 
■ ofstartng 
a chain 



ei39B TittmlMa Smut nc 


GLOIC 


GLAJEN 


NEURED 


WHAT 5UCCE53FUL- 
BAK055 ENP 
UP POING. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form tie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“For you, complaining is a 
form of communication. For me, 
complaining is a form of recreation.’ 


Answer : 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PATIO AISLE BAZAAR SUNDAE 
Answer What the teetotaHJng lawyer did — 

PASSED THE BAR 


Peanuts 


1VE AlU)AYS > 
WONDERED HOW 
YOU DECIDED 
TO BECOME ) 
A DOG.. / 


' THAT'S 
A GOOD 
QUESTION 


I REMEMBER GOING 
. DOWN THE LIST.. . 


EVERYTHING ELSE 
.WAS TAKEN.. > 


Andy Cap 


i: 

>*r i*^catw sm 
RC 


SEE -you, 

7 PET -t- 


HCWABOUTA > 
GOODBYE WSSJ 
THEN? ZZs 


TCH/TCH/TALX ABOUT 1 
► CYNICAL— LOOK, FLO, 
THERE'S SOME THINGS, 

VOU^PlTTArl 


** AND 
BRING MY JI 
HANDBAG? 


A 

FIVER?. 


...MAKE 
, [T TEN 




Mutfn’Jeff 


:QB- - 

tylk JUST TAKING OLdN 
l *NCY, THE GAME WAfiOENS 

place for awhile/ its j 

SOI NICE work / re4 


THIS JC6 GETS SOU OUT 


BUT A GAfti c 


IN THE FffESH AIR AnD-SunLAShT.' « lURCtN NAS A 
\ rrs healthy PflR *fcui joB to DO tjo; 

— BC — JCSTA MJNI/Ts , 
Sir. TLl. HA«E 
y v , to inspect 


JCSTA MINUTE', 
5iR.rLL.HAuE I 
TO INSPECT • 
THAT <?A7CH 

^ of ycuas/ / 


' kbcPIT/J'.. 




Kuwait and the UAE. put the 
GCC's debt at $4b.8 billion at 
the end of 1993 compared 
with around $44 billion at the 
end of 1992. It gave no fi- 
gures for the following years. 

Inflation rates in the first 
quarter of 1995 were 5.1 per 
cent in Saudi Arabia. 5.0 per 
cent in the UAE. 1.0 per cent 
in Kuwait. 0.9 per cent in 
Bahrain. 3.0 per cent in 
Qatar and -0.9 per cent in 
Oman. 

Compared with the l^J. 
Bahrain and Oman were the 
only memebrs that reported 
lower inflation rates in 1995. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, OCTOBER 4, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Righter 
Astrological Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Don't listen to what a 
home tie has to say about an 
outride partner. A situation 
arises today which makes it 
important to keep promises. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Keep busy at regular acti- 
vities and become more effi- 
cient at them today, but do 
not have a disagreement with 
a partner. Avoid wasting 
time.' 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Concentrate on pleasure 
which will not to be too ex- 
pensive today and you can be 
just as happy. Get at creative 
activities you like. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) It is important 
you take care of the needs of 
kin and forget personal de- 
sires for the time being. Show 
you are a good host cowards 
your special guests. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don’t permit a private con- 
cern to stop you today from 
accomplishing a good deal in 
die world of activity. Listen 
to the ideas of partners. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t permit 
one today who has little to do 
to keep you from important 
business dealings. Forget per- 
sonal aims at this time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Yon are tempted 
today to make comments 
which are unlike your coop- 
erative self, so refrain from 
doing so or there could be 
some concerns. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You may feel 
restricted in some way today, 
but tee fog soon lifts and you 
are your happy self again. 
Don’t go oft on tangents 
which are unimportant. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Steer 
clear of that business melee 
and spend as much time today 
as you can with good and 
kind friends in some pleasing 
activities. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Concentrate 
on handling worldly and pub- 
lic affairs well today and 
avoid an irritable partner. 
Settle credit matters for your 
benefit. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to 
February 19) You have a 
brilliant idea today which 
should be put in operation 
quickly, so don’t waste time 
with the humdrum which 
could be present. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Make your en- 
vironment more charming 
aud comfortable today so 
that duties which you partici- 
pate in will be easier in the 
future, 

Birthstone of October: Opal 
— Tourmaline 
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A review 
of economic news 
I from the Arabic press I 


A lake 
for 

Ajloun 


A jloun Municipality 
is contemplating 
launching an artifi- 
cial lake project in the Ein 
Quneitra area. Mayor 
Mohammad Smadi said. 
Mr. Smadi said the munici- 
pality conducted a study on 
the project which aims to 
encourage tourism and 
sports, mainly canoeing. 
He said the planned lake 
will be seven-metre deep 
and will stretch over an area 
of 90,000 square metres. He 
added that the envisaged 
project will entail con- 
structing chalets, a small 
hotel, playgrounds, parks 
and a rest bouse. Mr. Smadi 
said the project might be 
linked to Ajloun's main 
tourist attraction, the 
Ajloun citadel, which was 
formerly known as A1 
Rabadh Castle, with 35- 
passenger cable cars. The 
mayor said feasibility stud- 
ies on the project showed 
‘that it will cover its costs 
' within five years. Speaking 
in an interview with A1 
Ra’i newspaper, Mr. Smadi 
said the Ministry of 
Tourism donated JD 15,000: 
to the municipality a^r£- 
contribution to another 
tourism project which en- 
tails maintaining the 
town's streets, lighting the 
street between the town and 
the citadel and placing 
wooden benches on the 
road. He said the project is 
expected to cost JD 
160,000. The mayor com- 
plained the Ajloun 
Municipality was suffering 
severe Financial problems 
and called on the govern- 
ment to support it. He said 
the municipality’s 1995 
budget stands at JD 
373,884, while the budget 
deficit stands at JD 
159,000. (A1 Ra’i) 

* The Customs Department 
started on Monday collect- 
ing 10 per cent sales tax in- 
stead of the former seven 
per cent after the new sales 
tax- law came into effect. 
■Department Director 
Nathmi Abdullah said the 
increase in the tax is ex- 
pected co raise the treasury’s 
sales tax revenues by JD 35 
million annually .(Al Ra’i) * 
* The number of cheques' 
that bounced during the first 
:5even months of this year 
totalled 263,800, worth JD 
23S.1 million, compared to 
235,900 cheques worth JD 
204.4 million during the 
„ same period of 1994. (Al 
Ra’i) 

* The Jordanian Exporters 
Society will take part in an 
international trade fair 
which will be held in 
Ethiopia Nov. 24-Dec. 3. 
The participation in the 
fair, “Ethiopia: Towards the 
.year 2000,” aims to ac- 
quaint Jordanian exporters 
with the Ethiopian market, 
and to increase trade ex- 
change between Jordan and 
this African country. (Al 
Ra’i) .. 

* Director of the Zarqa 
Agriculture Department 
$ Mohammad Ghuweiri said 
there are more than one 
million dunums of arable 
lands in the Zarqa 
Governorate. He said 33 per 
cent of the Kingdom’s 
poultry farms and 40 per' 
cent of the cattle wealth are 
'n Zarqa Governorate. (Al 
Ra’i) 


Alumnus gives 
university $55m 


BALTIMORE (AP) — A 
1964 graduate of Johns Hop- 
kins University has remem- 
bered his alma mater with a 
S55 million gift — the largest 
in university history. 

Michael R. Bloomberg, 
founder and owner of Bloom- 
berg Financial Markets, a 
New York-based financial in- 
formation company, gave the 
money to be divided among 
the university’s eight schools 
and library, Johns Hopkins 
announced Monday. 

Some of the money will go 
towards a cancer treatment 
centre and a cancer research 
building. Part will go towards 
increasing the school’s en- 


dowment. The rest will go 
towards capital projects, such 
as renovating the library and 
constructing campus build- 
ings. 

*Tm personally improving 
the woTld and people's lives 
with my gift,” Mr. Bloom- 
berg said. “What better thing 
could I do? How better can I 
repay society for all the 
opportunities I've had?” 

Mr. Bloomberg, 53, is the 
chair-elected of the universi- 
ty's board of trustees. He 
previously gave the university 
$8 million, which went in part 
towards constructing the 
Bloomberg Centre for Phy- 
sics and Astronomy. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates- for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession cm the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 1.3342/52 
1.4284/94 
1.5992/02 
1.1526/36 
29.36/40 
4.9337/87 
1619.8/1.3 
100.49/59 
■6.9800/00 . 
6.2770/20 
55380/30 

One sterling $15892/02 
One ounce of gold $382.00/38250 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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6 EU, U.S. would rather discuss 
economic space than free trade’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States and the 
European Union would 
rather discuss establishing an 
“economic space" than a free 
trade area, a senior U.S. 
Commerce Department offi- 
cial indicated Monday. 

“Both sides hesitate to talk 
about free trade areas,” said 
Charles Meissner, assistant 
secretary for international 
economic, policy at the Com- 
merce Department. 

His comments came after 
the 15-member European 
Union, meeting in Luxem- 
bourg, called for improved 
ties with the United States, 
but failed to endorse propos- 


als to examine a possible 
trans-Atlantic free trade zone 
and reexamine tariffs. 

“We have, for all practical 
purposes, free trade in manu- 
facturing," except for a very 
few areas, Mr. Meissner said. 

Tariffs between the two 
economic giants were very 
low and the depreciation of 
the dollar against the Ger- 
man mark had "dissipated 
the importance of tariffs else- 
where in terms of foreign 
exchange,” he said. 

But both sides wanted to 
discuss setting up an "econo- 
mic space,” all the more so 
because of the absence of an 
official economic pact such as 


those existing between the 
United States and Asia and 
the United States and its im- 
mediate neighbours, Canada 
and Mexico. 

"This is an anomaly. Agri- 
culture is the hang up, and we 
all know that," Mr. Meissner 
told AFP. 

The introduction of free 
trade in farm products could 
not be realised without a 
radical overhaul of the EU’s 
system of subsidising farm 
output under the common 
agricultural policy, which 
would be hugely controver- 
sial with countries such as 


France, Spain and Italy. 

U.S. and European 
businessmen will meet in 
Seville, Spain, on November 
10 and 11 to draw up agenda 


lIs for the December 3 
>PC5 

mit in Madrid on closer eco- 


i)T& 


European Union sum- 


nomic cooperation. Mr. 
Meissner said. 

Some 100 to 140 company 
chairmen from both sides of 
the Adamic are to meet to : 
discuss issues of concern, not- 
ably standards and certifica- 
tion and trade liberalisation. 

Earlier, European trade 
Commissioner Sir Leon Brit- 


tan said in Luxembourg thar 
an action plan to reassess the 
U.S--EU relationship ahead 
of the December summit had 
been "broadly and warmly 
welcomed” by European 
leaders. 

"But areas of controversy 
remain," he said. Foreign 
ministers had split over two 
suggestions, the first to carry 
out a joint EU-U.S. study on 
the possibility of a free trade 
zone, the second to examine 
an acceleration or extension 
of tariff reductions already 
agreed during the Uruguay 
round. 


Dubai to have biggest 
world duty free shop 


DUBAI. United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — The Gulf emi- 
rate of Dubai is planning to 
expand the duty free shop at 
its international airport to be- 
come the biggest of its kind in 
the world, an official told Al 
Shuruq magazine on Mon- 
day. 

The project is past of over- 
all expansions at the airport 
to face a sharp growth in 
business caused by an econo- 
mic upswing and the inflax of 
visitors from the former 
Soviet Union and East 
Europe. Anita Mahra. 
marketing director at the 
duty free shop, told AJ- 
Shuruq. 

The first phase of expan- 
sion at the aiiport will cost 
around 750 million dirhams 
($204.3 million) and will en- 
able the airport to handle a 


projected 10 million passen- 
gers in the year 2000. 

From 3.000 squre metres, 
the expansion will treble the 
area of the duty free shop in 
two years. 

"This will make it the big- 
gest duty free market in the 
world in terms of area. The 
expansion also covers the 
number of shops and items, 
which now exceed 60.000." 
Ms. Mahra said. 

Growing traffic at the 
Dubai airport has sharply 
boosted business at the dury 
free shop since it was opened 
10 years ago. From around 75 
million dirhams ($20.4 mil- 
lion) in 1985. its sales ex- 
ceeded 348 million dirhams 
($94.8 million) in the first 
seven months of 1995 and is 
expected to reach nearly 500 
million dirhams. ($136.2 mil- 
lion) by the end of the year. 


Georgia imposes new currency 


TBILSI (AFP) — Georgia’s 
shops opened for business 
with new labels on all mer- 
chandise Monday, as the 
country’s new currency, the 
lari,, became the only legal 
means ~oif exchanged - 

The .lari was introduced on 
Sept. 26 to replace Georgia's 
temporary currency, the 
coupon, but Georgians were, 
given until Oct. 2 to switch 
over to t he new m oney. . 

For most ~reskients in the 
foimer Soviet republic, the 
. switch has not been from 
coupons to lari, but from! 
Russian rubles to lari. 

Although their own cur-* 
rency had been stable for a ■' 
year since a successful auster- 
ity drive, Geor g ians con-' 


tinued to use Russian rubles 
rather than their own 
coupons. 

Now the government has 
promised -fines for people 
who do not switch to lari. 

Authorities' say ' that the' 
new, legitimate currency will 
help clear up tax-collection 
problems. Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze has’ 
promised that increased re- 
venues will allow a hike in 
salaries to coincide roughly; 
with elections in November, 
in which he is the clear 
favourite. 

The new currency is worth, 
one million of the old 
coupons, or about $0.77. 

_ Tne first currency auction 
of the lari will also be held 
Monday. 
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TKUtt'HONE: &0T171 / 607179 

OBBA1ZED MAR KET SHAKE PRICE fcIST FOR TUSEDAY 03/10/I99F 
’COST'S SAME " 



SHARES 

TRHDKT 


TRACED 

JD 


CLOSING 
CLOSING PRTOE 
PRICE 


ARAB BANK PXC 
JORDAN RATIONAL BANK 
BANK Or JORDAN 
MIDDLE BAST 1SVS5TMSNT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
JORDAN ROW AIT BANK 
JORDAN GULP OAMX 
JOQUIAfl ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BARK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT & FINANCE BANK 
BEIT ELMAL SAVIHCt INVESTMENT FOR ROUSXHC 
AMMAN BANK POR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


020 

229120 

247.000 

248.000 

27S0 

1.7169 

d.ddO 

4.450 

3000 

10500 

3.500 

3.600 

29300 

36122 

2.270 

1.290 

1X00 

2620 

2.400 

? . 360 

732 

202S 

2.770 

2.770 

67925 

82030 

1.200 

1.200 

581B 

21715 

3.730 

3.730 

6000 

20920 

3.500 

3.400 

3669 

13379 

3.770 

3. 740 

1250 

4194 

3.310 

3.300 

74250 

69954 

.960 

.930 

10450 

16516 

1.570 

1.560 

207064 

523263 

INDEX NUMBER; 196, 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

BOLE LAND INSURANCE 

THE NATIONAL AHLXA INSURANCE 


300 

250 

1000 


543 

555 

3000 


CHANCE 

3.700 

2.320 

3.000 


10.27.1 


2.710 

2.220 

3.000 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


1450 


4097 


INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE 


132.15 

-0.12:- 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

398SO 

5936 1 

1.650 

1.650 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

100 

590 

5.000 

5.900 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

7050 

14441 

2.040 

2.040 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

2775 

3001 

1.080 

3.000 

JORDAN PRESS TOUSDKTXOH / ALRA'I 

100 


' 9.800 

9.8»& 

JORDAN PRESS 6 PUBLISHING /AD- DU STOUR 

1000 

7600 

■' 7.500 

7.600 

ARAB INTER. POR INVESTMENT & EDUCATION 

2250 

7195 

3.200 

3.180 

Z&KXA PRIVATE DRIVERS ITT 

1300 

1749 

1.330 

1.330 

UNION LAND DBVEIOPMBBT CORP> 

5450 

5708 

1.060 

2.060 

SERVICES SECTOR 

55912 

100761 

INDEX NUMBER: 128 


AGRICULTURAL 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINKS 
TEE ARAB POTASH 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REFXNABX 
MOULIN INDUSTRIES 
THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 5 
THE JORDAN WORSTED fcTT.T-ft 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MA NUFACTUR ING 

jurd&n dairt 

ARAB ALUMINIUM HfDOSTRT 
LIVESTOCK 5 POULTRY' 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING S TRADING 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERNED LAZE PESRO-CHEKCAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN SULPHO— CHEMICALS 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN NEW CABLE COMPANY 
INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO fi CIGARETTES 


CHANCE : -0.03! 

== s&aNEEi&inai 


9712 

34979 

3.610 

3.460 

1423 

4295 

3.020 

3.020 

200 

986 

4.930 

4.930 

16200 

155480 

9.500 

S-6P0 

250 

36B 

1.400 

1.470 

112 

367 

3.510 

3.280 

2S0 

1875 

7.450 

7.500 

6538 

31746 

4.870 

4.860 

107 

261 

2.450 

2.450 

500 

2250 • 

m 

2.500 

7.250- 

2.5Z& 
7.300 • 

1817 

9537 

5.260. 

5.25C 

220216 

161081 

. .720 

. 73C -■ 

20600 

29947 

J.430 

1 . 450 

9043 ' 

9901 

1.090 

1.100 

2250 

4043 

3.-800 

■v.7«jn 

3950 

5517- 

1.410 

1.390 

9600 

303 32 

3.150 

3.150 

34000 

68764 

1.960 

7.010 

500 

820 

1.640 

1.640 

253S0 

36185 

1.420 

1.420 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


36386© 


536864 


INDEX NUMBER.' 124.67 
CHANGE : *0.117 


GRAND TOTAL 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IS PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED XN PARALLEL MARKET 


628294 1224985 INDEX NUMBER: 161.03 

CHANGE I ♦0.1 9 2 

266075 
283535 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent \ 

in Urn Uthaina, 3 
^■bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, , 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas » 

Fumished/unfumished fori 
i rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

T«fc.8m60S, 810609, 810520 


! A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelfiyeh 



t.O.TEL) 

-SECURITY 
^HOSOTAUTY 
^GASTRONOMY 


[All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. T E L 

a AjSjlal 

8S3944 - 81SS9Q 


Cafe’ 

Hamburgers’!’ Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 



STUDIO HAM 



Professional Quality! in 

O ANABE3L 


I Hour Service / 

REAL ESTATE 


Develop yoaz ookmr film at 
our shop and gec- 

• JUMBO phmtm 



1 

1 Deluxe Villas 



\ 

i 

I 

ISlAppartments 



• friiti mmimrgm- 

1 mammon 



mat 20 x 30 cat _ 

i 

1 



Mwmnwh CjtH>. Gnndlayi 
Bank. PhoOKaMtMZ 

Tel- 864230 1 


Svefieh tel: 9230 1 

Fax. 864231 | 


DOLLAR 


RENTACAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 



^3? 

CBOWM HOT' 






IS P001 
WJACIQ 
TSNESS ROOM 
IQMCOi 

TEL 758180 


■ 605343* 690157 I 

RADIO & TV STATION RDJ 




SKHiWftN GARBOS 
ttflNBSE REfTAORAIVT 



pfm iu». wig: wmr 1 


Tmkm awajr Jc 

snat M*.SM 
Ua UMnaA CamteecU Cm 

T«L 861174 

nlnllM AfcNtfS UK*.- 



(OH/ 

MING-SHING 

Chinese Restaurant 

, The Best Cooking, 

1 Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna | 
Housing Estate 
Open Rom: 

12 noon - 300 pjru 
*30 - MOO pjri. 



For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 
■land Unfurnished S. 
iSvfllas apartments ^ 

land office Space £ 

DC DC 

oTo Suit all Budgets o| ] 

681113 688816 

For Rent ■ For Rent 



Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedroom* 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or langStay 


5th Circle - 692672 


For Res. 31 2997 - 81 411 S 
Mecca St.' Daoud Center 



Restaurant 

Preset Cuisine 

Special Businessmen 
fundi daily . 

I* Candfe tfinner + 

£ive music nigfrtfy . 

|* Piano Bar . 

Speciaf arrangements Jar 
your speciaf occasions 
Air conditioned 


Shmcspni, Near Babish 680093 
680094 ■ Fax : 678444 
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Mansell will not quit, to 
announce plans soon 


.TUNJA, Colombia (R) — 
Miguel Indurain. five times 
Tour de France champion, 
.Wednesday takes the first of 
two more shots at w innin g 
an elusive World Cycling 
Championship title. 

The Spaniard, who thrives 
in the longer stage races, 
starts in Wednesday’s time- 
trial and in Sunday’s more 
prestigious road race. 

* Despite his dominance of 
the Tour de France, the clos- 
est Indurain has ever come 
to winning a world title was 
-two years ago in Norway 
when he was runner-up in 


the road race behind Ameri- 
can Lance Armstrong, 

This time he is one of sev- 
eral serioos contenders in 
events whose outcome is 
unpredictable because of the 
high altitude of the courses, 
around 2,600 metres above 
sea level. 

Indurain told reporters he 
expected victory to go to the 
rider who could adapt best to 
tbe high altitude. 

‘Tactics will be the least 
important aspect at this 
world championship,” he 
said. “In this competition 
there are no favourites. 


Everyone is an unknown 
quantity.” 

Other leading contender# 
include Italy’s Claudio Chi- 
appucci. runner-up last year 
in Sicily behind Frenchman 
Luc Leblanc, and Lithua- 
nia’s Arturas Kasputis. But 
enthusiastic home fans have 
high hopes of celebrating a 
first Colombian victory. 

Colombian riders have 
enjoyed success in major 
events, especially in the 
mountain stages of tours ^ 
and they are used to compet- 
ing at high altitude. 

Oliverio Rincon, who won 


tbe longest stage of this 
year's Giro d’ltalia and took 
fifth place overall, and 
Alvaro Mejia are Colom- 
bia’s top hopes. 

Wednesday’s time-trial 
will be held on an undulat- 
ing route which runs from 
the town of Paipa to tbe 
provincial capital of Tunja, 
42 kilometres away. 

Sunday's road race will be 
staged on a circuit near the 
town of Doirama. 

The first half of the world 
championships, the track 
events, finished Saturday in 
Bogota. 


LONDON (AP) — Nigel 
Mansell is considering a 

return to Formula One or 
Indy cars next season. 

“Formula One is tbe pin- 
nacle of motor sport and if 
I'm going to drive competi- 
tive again, I’d like to look at 
that formula before looking 
at any thing else,” Mansell 
said Monday. 

“Anything is possible, and 
at the moment there is 
greater opportunity in Amer- 
ica than there is in Formula 
One,” he added. 

“One thing is for sure ... 
We’re not retiring." 

Mansell maintained he’s 
not too old at 41. 

“Motor racing is a young 
man’s sport and I still think 
I’m young enough to com- 
pete and win and go for 
another world champi- 
onship,” he said. “Whether I 
feel that and whether I’m 
given that opportunity to tty 
and achieve that again 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Sheikh Mohammad, the 
nine-time champion owner, 
split from his successful 
partnership with trainer 
Henry Cecil Tuesday after 
claims he had been “mis- 
led” on a horse’s fitness. 

The break resulted from 
an unrevealed injury to 
two-year-old Marie of 
Esteem who left Cecil’s 
stable in September for 
Dubai. 

It ended one of racing’s 
most successful partner- 


remains to be seen.” 

It T s been a difficult couple 
of years for Mansell since he 
became the first driver to 
win tbe Formula One (1992) 
and Indy Car (1993) titles in 
consecutive years. 

He failed in 1994 to win a 
single race on the U-S. Cir- 
cuit driving for Newman- 
Hass. He returned to Europe 
at tbe end of the Formula 
One season for four races 
with his former Williams 
t<»a m , winning the final 
Grand Prix in Australia. 

This season was a disaster. 

When Williams declined 
to sign him — opting for tbe 
younger and much less 
expensive David Coulthard 
— Mansell joined McLaren 
Mercedes. 

He was too big to fit in tbe 
new McLaren car — and a 
redesigned model with a 
bigger chassis didn’t suit 
him. In May, be stopped tbe 
car on tbe 18th lap of the 


ships in tbe last decade. 

Racing manager Anthony 
Stroud read a statement on 
behalf of Mohammad, 
explaining why he bad 
removed his 40 horses 
from Cecil's stable. 

Stroud said: 

“A complete physical 
was carried out on Mark of 
Esteem which discovered 
that he had a knee condi- 
tion that could require 
surgery. 

“This injury occurred 
during or after his race at 


Spanish Grand Prix and got 

out _ e 

That was the end ot 
Mansell's aborted season 
with McLaren and many 
assumed his career was over. 

“As you can see. I’m quite 
s lim and quite fit," Mansell 
joked at the launch of his 
autobiography “The Peo- 
ple’s Champion.” 

Mansell said he has 
declined offers with several 
lower-ranking Formula One 
teams- He admitted the top 
teams seemed to have their 
driving teams set for next 
season. 

“If 1 just wanted to accept 
a drive I could have had five 
different drives since April.” 
he said, “But I want to drive 
where 1 feel I can compete 
and win. And we all know in 
Formula One there are only 
two or three drives that real- 
ly have a chance to win." 

Mansell lamented not 
being teamed this year at 


Goodwood. It is a degener- 
ative condition of his knee 
resulting in acute soreness. 

“Sheikh Mohammad was 
not informed about the 
problem and neither was 
Anthony Stroud until the 
day of the Royal Lodge 
Stakes when Henry Cecil 
admitted that Mark of 
Esteem had a knee prob- 
lem, displaying stiffness to 
his gait. 

“Sheikh Mohammad 
expressed considerable dis- 
appointment over this mat- 


Williams with fellow Briton 
p;imon Hill He suggested 
that Michael Schumacher, 
who virtually clinched the 
championship with his vic- 
tory Sunday in the European 
Grand Prix. would have had 
a more difficult time if he 
had been around. 

"There’s no question ... in 
a perfect world, hindsight 
being 20-20. 1 w ish my con- 
tract had been taken by the 
Williams team this year. It 
would have been nice to 
partner Damon and I think 
the possibilities for the 
world championship could 
have been different.” he 
said. 

“Having said tbai. 1 think 
Michael has done an out- 
standing job this season. 
There’s no question at the 
moment he’s the class of the 
field,” Mansell added; 


ter because the trainer had 
not kept him informed 
about all the facts relating 
to the colt and had misled 
him." 

Cecil said: 

"Obviously this is a 
knock but 1 feel that under 
these circumstances it is 
probably for the best as his 
first priority is Dubai and 
mine is my family, my 
staff, my other owners and. 
as ever, to win as many 
races as posible." 




'Five-time Tour de France winner Miguel Indurain of Spain (K) and Spanish team-mate Marino Alonso train on the 
World Championship individual time-trial course between Paipa and Thuja October 2. Indurain is one of the 
favourites for the race (Reuters photo) 

Indurain aims for elusive world title 


Sheikh Mohammed dumps trainer who 
'misled 1 him on condition of horse 


United boost profits despite traumatic season 

LObfDON (R) — Manchester united Tuesday report 
ed annual profits almost doubled to £20 millioi 


($31: .7 million) despite a traumatic 1994-95 season in 
Which the club failed to win a major trophy. 

" United incireased profit before transfer fees and tax- 

t » - f O 'IT O '11* _ v 



Remarkably, turnover from the club's successful 
merchandising division increased 65 per cent to a 
staggering £23.5 million (S37.3 million), outstripping 
gate receipts. 

The strong overall performance came in a season 
when United missed out on the major prizes the pitch, 
finishing as runners-up in the Premier League and the 
F.A. Cup. 

The club’s reputation was also tarnished by Eric 
Cantona’s notorious “kung-fu” attack on an abusive 
Crystal Palace fan, which earned die Frenchman an 
eight-month ban from the game. 

United doubled their transfer fee reserve to ^mil- 
lion ($12.7 million) and Chief Executive Martin 
Edwards said the club were ready to spend to 
strenghten their squad. 

“If the team is not performing well later in the sea- 
son then it may be that we will want to enter the mar- 


ket,” Edwards said. 

■‘We really don't know whether we will have to use 
if (the reserve) but that’s what it is there fori” he 
added. . * _ -1.. 

United fans have been upset by the recent sales of 
stars Paul Ince to Italy’s Internazionale. Mark Hugh- 
es to Chelsea and Andrei Kanchelskis to Everton. 

Edwards said revenue this year would be hit by 
rebuilding work on the north stand which has tem- 
porarily cut capacity at the Old TrafFord Stadium. 

Work is scheduled for completion next May and 
will enable Old Trafford to house 55,000 spectators. 

The capacity was 44,000 in 1994-95 when ticket 
and programme sales rose 10 per cent to £19.6 mil- 
lion ($31.1 million). 

Edwards said that United's first round elimination 
from the UEFA Cup last week at the hands of Rus- 
sia’s Rotor Volgograd should not have a great impact 
financially. 

“We wifi obviously miss out on TV income. But we 
have never budgeted for cup success. Our major 
thrust must be to win a domestic competition,” 
Edwards said. 


FRENCH CULTURAL CENTRE 


Registration is now open for tbe 
following courses : 


* Er enefi for Biji sine ss; : • - 

* Arabic Language Courses foir Forel^erSjH- 

Fees r 60 '£&'■} \ v'jj 

i'v French Language 
Students ( at theFrench Scbool-Sweifiety 
’ Monday 

V:.. Time » 3;30 p.m. ~5:O0;p;im 

or5:0Q.p.^ Stt? 

; • 1 ; • v • 2 /Fees: ri55 ii> y- AT & 

: : ••• - •' ' ■ ■ 

The registration will end on 07/10/1995 

and the courses will start on 08/10/1995 

till 16/12/1995 « 


For more informat'on, please contact F.C.C. 

Tel. 637009, Jebel Webdeh - Amman 


Taiwan authorities to 
rule on Magic Johnson 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s 
health authorities are decid- 
ing whether to allow basket- 
bill star Earvin “Magic" ' 
Johnson onto the island. 

Johnson retired in 1991 
after contracting HIV, the 
virus which causes AIDS, 
although he later returned to 
basketball. 

Tbe American has been 
invited by an insurance 
company in Taiwan to take 
part in two special games at 
tbe end of tbe nxmth. 

But Taiwan bas a law 
requiring HIV-positive for- 
eigners to leave the country. 

“We are studying very 
carefully Magic Johnson’s 
case from the basis of relat- 
ed regulations,” an official 
at tbe cabinet’s department 
of health said by telephone. 

“So far, we have not made 
any decision,” be added. 

After bis retirement in 
1991, Johnson returned to 


play in tbe 1992 NBA All- 
Star game and the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics as a 
member of the U.S. “Dream 
Team” which won the gold 
medal. 

Johnson, now 36, 
announced his intention to 
return to the NBA prior to 
tbe 1992-93 season but 
changed his mind when sev- 
eral prominent players 
expressed reservations 
about sharing the court with 
an HIV-positive player. 

In July this year, Johnson 
was reported to be consider- 
ing making a comeback with 
the Los Angeles Lakers, 
who he led to five NBA 
championships. Jo hns on is 
the team’s vice-president 
and part owner. 

But two weeks later he 
said he had realised his 
future was “in business and 
not playing in the NBA.” 


Record team 
number for '98 
World Cup 

ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) 
— A record number of 
teams have submitted 
entries for the 1998 World 
Cup in France, the world 
governing body of soccer 
said Monday. 

FIFA said more than 150 
national associations had 
entered teams by Saturday’s 
deadline, although the exact 
number was unclear 
because some entry forms 
had yet to be received. 

The previous high was 
144 in the 1994 World Cup 
in the United States. 

“The record entry reflects 
not only the continuing 
emergence of new countries 
in various continents and 
tbe founding of new nation- 
al associations,” FIFA Gen- 
eral Secretary Joseph Blat- 
ter said. 

The preliminary draw for 
the 1998 Worid Cup is Dec. 
12 in Paris. 

FIFA considering world 
league for dobs 

FIFA is considering a 16- 
dub international s umme r 
league that ^ could begin 
playing after the 1998 
World Cup in France, Blat- 
ter said Monday. 

In an interview with Ger- 
many’s ARD television net- 
work, Blatter said foe club 
league would be “like a 
small worid championship 
for clubs” and would be 
played mainly in North 
America, Asia and Africa, 
where soccer is still in 
development stages and 
where the market is not 
oversaturated. 

The league would be con- 
tested over 14 days during 
foe summer months, Blaner 
said. 

“We looked at foe interna- 
tional calendar and we saw 
some interesting gaps in the 
summer months," be said. 


Polish teams confused about 
which is home field for Olimpia 


WARSAW. Poland {AP) — 
One of Poland's first-division 
soccer teams could face 
exclusion from foe league if 
it again fails to show up for a 
game at home, a soccer union 
spokesman said on Monday. 

However. Olimpia-Lechia. 
formed earlier this year by 
the first-division Olimpia 
Poznan and tbe third-division 
Lechia Gdansk, is ready to 
play at what it considers its 
home field in Gdansk. 

Most teams show up in 
Gdansk without complaints, 

T Maradona 
is happy 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) 
— Diego Maradona has 
declared himself “satisfied 
and happy” with his foot- 
balling comeback, on his 
return from Boca Juniors’ 
exhibition match against 
South Korea. 

Boca won Saturday’s 
game in Seoul 2-1 with 
Maradona, whose comer 
set up his team’s first goal, 
showing that his skills ha<? 
not deserted him after a 15- 
month drugs ban. 

“Boca’s main objective 
is tbe championship,” he 
said at Ezeiza airport on 
Monday evening. “And we 
must be well-prepared and 
more together than every- 
one else if we’re going to 
win it” 

Maradona said that play- 
ing again “was marvellons. 

I was hoping I’d be able to 
handle all foe running 
around and I succeeded. I 
never thought I’d feel so 
comfortable witb the bail 
as I did.” 

Tbe Argentine was 
banned by FIFA after test- 
ing positive for tbe stimu- 
lant ephedrine at last year's 
^ Worid Cup. 


bur some travel to rhe west- 
ern city of Poznan, about 250 
kilometers southwest of 
Gdansk, where Olimpia's old 
field is under renovation. 

Olimpia-Lechia has 
already lost one game by 
default and faces another 
such decision for not playing 
against Lech Poznan onSun- 
day. 

“They will be punished 
again," Andrzej Karczewski. 
spokesman for foe Polish 
Soccer Union, told the Asso- 
ciated Press. 


He said a ruling will be 
made early next week. 

Karczewski said under Pol- 
ish league regulations, a team 
losing three times by default 
gets excluded from the com- 
petition. 

The spokesman said 
Olimpia’s and Lechia’s 
merger so far has failed to 
win approval of soccer 
authorities and thus the team 
should treat its old field as its 
home. 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

3 

Liam Neeson 
& Jessica Lange... in 

Sandra Bullack 
& Bill Pullman 
in 

While You 
Were Sleeping 

Shows : 1230, 330, 5:00, 630, 830, 1030 

CONCORD “1" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2" 

POLICE ACADEMY 
"MISSION TO MOSCOW" 

Shows: 4, 6, 8, 10 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
" Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

dally at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 

Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace” 

to 

Rob Roy 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, B:30, 10:30 

in English every Saturday 
Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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Romania leads in World Gymnastics 
Championships as China complains 


SABAJB, Japan (AP) — 
Defending champion 
Romania stamped its mark 
on the World Gymnastics 
Championships Tuesday 
with near-flawless displays 
of twisting and t umb ling 
that knocked the U.S. 
women off the top spot. 

Graceful and controlled 
on the floor and beam, 
explosive and crisp on die 
vault and bars, Romania 
scored 192.570 in compul- 
sory exercises, eclipsing the 
191.722 poults that had 
given the U.S. team the 
opening day lead Monday. 

Gina Gogean’s score of 
38.799 was the highest 
individual total of the nine- 
day tournament so far and 
contained a 9.875 on the 
floor, the highest single 
marie She edged 1993 and 
1994 world champion 
Shannon Miller of the Unit- 
ed States, who scored 
38.699, into second place in 
individual qualifying. 

Lavinia Milosovici, die 
1994 world silver medallist, 
scored 38.650 and stood 
fourth overall 

Romania’s delegation 
bead, Octavian Bellu, said 
his team had set a standard 
that Russia, another 
favourite, would have trou- 
ble beating. 

“It’s like going on Ever- 
est, every step is more diffi- 
cult," he said 


Russia, the 1994 bronze 
medallist, and nine other 
teams compete in compul- 
sories Wednesday, followed 
by optional exercises over 
tte next three days to 
decide the women's team 
medal and the 36 qualifiers 
for the individual all- 
around final. 

China complained pub- 
licly again about judgin g 
after its team of veterans 
and newcomers mixed bril- 
liance with mistakes. The 
Chinese stood just behind 
the United States with 
190.819 points. 

Coach Lu Shanzhen 
claimed at a news confer- 
ence that his team outper- 
formed America’s women 
but scored less and “did not 
get the place that they 
should have.” 

China already had com- 
plained Monday that its 
men were judged unfairly. 

China included three 
hugely untested gymnasts 
in its squad to groom them 
for next year's Olympics. 
The top 12 teams at this 
championship qualify for 
the Atlanta dames. 

Meng Fei, a 1 4~y ear-old 
making her debut at a major 
world competition, and 
Mao Yanlmg, 15, both fell 
on the uneven bars. 

Meng also fell mounting 
the beam. 

Once again the backbone 


of the Chinese team was 
Mo Huilan, a 124-metre 
fireball known as “Mighty 
Mouse" whose 38.687 
points placed her just 
behind Miller. 

Mo scored 9.800, making 
the beam look easy, and 
9.712 on the floor and 
9.700 on the bars with 
crisp, energetic routines. 
Mo’s new 13-year-old 
teammate, Ji Liya, also per- 
formed admirably on the 
bars and floor, scoring 
9.750 and 9.712. 

Another notable was 
Svetlana Boguinskaia of 
Belarus, who won the all- 
around title in 1989 for the 
Soviet Union. Her total of 
38.012, the 11th highest, 
helped Belarus' to sixth 
place, with France fifth and 
the Ukraine fourth. 

In the men's team compe- 
tition, Lee Joo-Hyung 
soared to one of the day's 
highest marks, a 9.562 on 
the horizontal bar, as South 
Korea’s team moved into 
sixth place. 

The top five teams from 
Monday’s competition — 
Japan, defending champion 
China, the United States, 
Romania and Bulgaria — 
all held their places after 19 
of the 24 teams had com- 
pleted their compulsory 
exercises. 

But the five waiting to 
compete Wednesday 


include four top contenders 
— Russia, Ukraine, Belarus 
and Germany, all in 1994!s 
top five, behind China. 

The team champion, and 
the 36 individuals who 
qualify for the all-around 
final, will be decided Fri- 
day after optional exercises. 

The Koreans scored 
277.661 in the comput- 
sories, edging ahead qf 
France’s 277.225 but weU 
behind Japan’s 282.060 and 
China’s 282.048. The Unit- 
ed States has 280.336. j 

Among other nations in 
action Tuesday, Hungary 
moved into ninth place, 
Switzerland 11th, Australia 
12th and the Czech Repub- 
lic 13th. 

South Korea’s Lee stood 
eighth in individual quali- 
fying with 56.287 points. 
Hungary’s Zoltan Supola 
moved into ninth with 
56.275. 

Australia's Andrei 

Kratsov scored the best 
men’s mark of the day, a 
9.612 on the horizontal bar, 
but stood 24th overall at 
55.312 after a low 8.700 in 
the floor exercise. 

The leaders remained U 
Xiaoshuang of China at 
56.987 and Japan’s Hikaru 
Tanaka at 56.800. Tanaka 
has the highest men's mark 
so far, a 9.725 on the bar. 
American John Roethlis- 
berger stood fifth at 56.500. 
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China’s Qiao Ya performs on the horse in the vault during compulsory in the women’s competition at the World 
Gymnastics Championships in Sabae October 3. China finished with a total of 190.819 points on the event (Reuters 
photo) 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSCH 
OI »4 Tnton Mm St»«n. Int 


CAVEAT EMPTOR! 


East-West vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

as 

VJ 9 

OAK 65 

4 A Q 10 6 5 2 , 

WEST EAST 

i* A 8 6 4 Q J 1074 ' 

072 OQ 543 

OI 09742 OJ 3 

4874 4 KJ 

SOUTH 
4 K 93 2 
C? A K 1088 
0 Q 8 
493 


The bidding; 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
Pasa 14 1* 20 

Pma a 4 Pm 3 NT 

Pan Pam Pam 


Opening lead: Six of 4 

Don't always believe the good 
things that seem to be happening to 
you. Declarer learned that aad les- 
son on this deal from the Master 
Mixed Teams at the recent Summer 
North American Championahipa in 
San Diego. 

The final contract was the same 
at moat oT the tables in the event. 
With the queen of hearts onaide. 
moat declarers emerged with 10 
tricks after spades led. or 11 if 
the defenm slipped — except at the 
table where Mary Oshlag of Mem 
phis held the East cards. 

At that table West led a low 
spade and declarer, correctly or not,; 
allowed East's ten to hold. Had 
Bast returned a spade, a routine! 
choice at other tables, the defenders 
would have cdlected three tricks in 
the suit whether declarer covered or 
ducked. Since declarer could not 
afford to have East gain the lead, 
dummy was entered with the dia- 
mond -and two heart finesses 
allowed declarer to cone home with 
an overtrick. 

Mary Oshlag, however, elected to 
shift to a diamond at trick two. 
Declarer won in hand and, with the 
threat of the spade suit in check for 
the moment, decided to run the 
nine of clubs. East won with the 
king} 

Convinced that West held the 
jack of dubs, declarer took the dia- 
mond return with the king, over- 
look the jack of hearts with the 
king and confidently led a club to 
the ten. .East's jack was a shatter- 
ing blow, because declarer was now 
cut off 1 from four good dobe in dum- 
my as well as the see of diamonds. 

A spade to the ace and a spade 

wk left declarer with do recourse. 
South could do no better than win 
end return a spade, so the defense J 
coded Up with four spade tricks and 
twodubo. . 


Bulls deal for Rodman 


CHICAGO, Illinois (AFP) 
— Michael Jordan has a 
new te amma te and his 
Chicago Bulls have a better 
chance at w innin g die 
National Basketball Associ- 
ation (NBA) title. 

Controversial forward 
Dennis Rodman, the NBA’s 
top rebounder each of tbe 
past four years, was traded 
from San Antonio to the 
Chicago Bulls for centre 
Will Perdue here Monday. 

The deal provides the 
Bulls .a rebounding force 
they lacked last season after 
losing Horace Grant to 
Orlando through Free 
Agency. 

Grant helped the Magic 
beat tbe Bulls on the way to 
the finals, where they were 
swept by Houston. 

“He's excited- If s a per- 
fect fit,” said Neil Draddy, 
Rodman’s agent. “They 
need some work off the 
boards and the extra defence 
he will give them.” 

Perdue’s departure should 
open the way for more play- 
ing time by Australian cen- 
tre Luc Longley, who strug- 
gled with injuries much of 
the season and split time 
with Perdue. Perdue had 
eight points and 6.7 
rebounds a game last sea- 
son. 

Rodman’s nine seasons 
have been controversial, 
including missed gamp s and 
skipped practices as well as 
several different colours of 
hair dye. His unique purple, 
orange and green styles 
matched his flamboyant 
approach. 


That history caused Chica- 
go General Manager Jerry 
Krause and coach Phil Jack- 
son to meet with Rodman 
often and consider how he 
might affect a dub that 
includes such talents as Jor- 
dan, Scottie Pippen and Cro- 
tia’s Toni Kukoc. 

“Phil and I talked very 
carefully about this,” Krause 
said. “We did an awful lot of 
homework and found out a 
lot of things. We were satis- 
fied.” 

The Spurs were' just as 
happy to be rid of Rodman, 
who was suspended' and 
absent for 33 games last 
year, so much that Spurs’ 
General Manager Gregg 
Popovich joked, “We were 
without him in many 
respects for quite a bit last 
year so it’s not any differ- 
ent” 

Rodman, nicknamed “the 
Worm ,” averaged 16.8 

rebounds and 7.1 points a 
game. He will mdee $2.5 
million this season in the 
final year of his contract. 

He allows the Bulls to play 
Kukoc in a more normal 
spot rather than have him tiy 
to pull down more rebounds 
inside as he attempted last 
year when paired with Pip- 
pen and later along with Jor- 
dan. 

Jackson admitted there 
was some risk Rodman 
could hurt the team with his 
attitude. 

‘You have to take risks in 
this business,” Jackson said. 
“We know what we want to 
accept” 


Buffalo Bills beat Cleveland Browns 22-19 


CLEVELAND (AP) — It 
took Steve Christie four 
tries, but he finally got it 
right. 

After missing a chip-shot 
field goal, an extra point 
and his first try at the win- 
ning kick, Christie made a 
33-yard field goal with five 
seconds to play Monday 
night that gave tiie Buffalo 
Bills a 22-19 victoiy over 
the Cleveland Browns. 

Christie needed — and 
got - 7 - two chances at the 
winning lack because the 
Browns' Pepper Johnson 
had called timeout 
moments before Christie 
pulled the first one wide to 
the left 

Tbe next one was good. 

“Tbe thing that impressed 
me the most was the way 
that, no matter how many 


American football 


things went wrong, our 
team never caved,” coach 
Marv Levy said. ‘It was a 
very atypical day for Steve 
Christie. He’s very depend- 
able, but bejust bad one of 
those days. But he made the 
one that counted.” 

The Browns called tbe 
timeout simply to give 
Christie a few more sec- 
onds to think about tbe 
kick. 

“Tbe situation was to ice 
the kicker,” coach Bill 
Belichick said. “We called 
the timeout well before the 
ball was even snapped. I 
guess they didn't hear it 
because of the crowd 
noise ” 

Two familiar names, Jim 


Kelly and Thurman 
Thomas, combined to set 
up the winning kick. Start- 
ing from their own 26 with 
3:38 to go, Kelly hit Russell 
Copeland with a 20-yard 
pass that got the ball near 
midfield, and Thomas then 
carried four times for 33 
yards. 

Kelly was 27 of 34 for 
256 yards with two .touch*- 
downs and one intercep- 
tion. Andre Reed caugnt 
nine of them for 97 yards, 
including a 41-yard scoring 
reception with 6:30 to play. 

Buffalo (3-1) ran up 406 
yards of total offence and 
could have put the game 
away earlier, but several 
costly mistakes kept the 


Browns (3-2) in it: 

— Christie pulled a 22- 
yard field goal attempt wide 
to the left early in tbe fourth 
quarter, only the third miss 
of his career from inside 30 
yards. 

— Christie blew an extra- 
point try after Reed’s TD 
reception. 

— Kelly had . die ball 
knocked out of his hand 
deep in his own territory 
late in the third quarter, set- 
ting up tbe third of Matt 
Stover’s four field goals. 

Stover’s fourth field goal, 
a 38-yarder, tied it 19-19 
with 3:49 to play. One play 
earlier, Vinny Testaverde 
aimed a 20-yard pass at 
Andre Rison that was 


deflected away at the last 
second by safety Greg 
Evans. 

Kelly looked comfortable 
in the opening minutes run- 
ning the Bills' trademark 
no-huddle offence, which 
they had ditched — with 
miserable results — at the 
start of the season. 

Taking advantage of Jeff 
Burris’ 26-yard punt return 
to the Cleveland 48, Kelly 
moved the Bills quickly to 
the end zone with a 14-yard 
TD pass to rookie Justin 
Armour between - - - two 
Cleveland defenders. 

But after Derrick Alexan- 
der’s touchdown on a 69- 
yard punt return momentar- 
ily electrified the sellout 
crowd of 76,211, the game 
bogged down into a field 
goal contest 


Britain confirms bid for 2001 
athletics championships 


LONDON (AP) — The 
British Athletics Federation 
(BAF) confirmed MoDday it 
will bid for tbe 2001 World 
Championships. 

Tbe BAF council autho- 
rised Executive Chairman 
Peter Radford to “aggres- 
sively pursue” a bid for the 
showcase biennial event, 
which was held this year in 
Goteborg, Sweden. 

Radford told the council 
that the bid would give the 
BAF “a world focus” and fit 


into plans for construction 
of a new national stadium. 

Wembley is the current 
favourite for tbe national 
stadium project. Plans call 
for the stadium to-be tom 
down and renovated with a 
world-class track. 

Tbe new stadium could 


also be the centerpiece of 
British bids for the 2006 
soccer World Cup and the 
2008 summer Olympics. 

The British bid came after 
encouragement from Primo 
Nebiolo, tbe powerful presi- 
dent of the International 
Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion. 



FOR RENT 

200 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large 
kitchen, 2 living & dining rooms, 60 sq.m, 
terrace, fully equipped with deluxe furniture. 
Location: Near Royal Automobile Club. 

For details call: 811530 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
equipped kitchen, 3 bathrooms, independent 
central heating, garage and telephone. 

Location: Um Uthaina, behind Amra Hotel. 

Please call Tel: 810744 or 820069 
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FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment, ground floor, 3 bedrooms, 
one of them master, in new building, two 
entrances, garden, central TV antenna, heating. 
Located in Sweifieh, Queen Zein Street, behind 
Chinese Restaurant, in a quite area, 

Tel: 861989, Basam. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

350 sq.m. Consisting of 3 bedrooms plus one 
master, 2 guest rooms, dining room, 4 verandas, 
central heating, air conditioned, kitchen and 3 
bathrooms, washing room. Located in Jabal 
Amman, 5th Circle. 

Please call 811229 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A fully-furnished super deluxe apartment is for • 
rent in western Amman. Specifications: *four 
bedrooms ‘living room 'L-shaped guest room and 
dining hall *a laundry room *a very large kitchen 
‘three bathrooms and a telephone line. 

Interested please cafi Mr. Mohammad Shahroury, 

Tel No. 627560 

from 9:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4:00 to 5:00 pin. 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

* in one of the best locations in Shmeisani on the third floor. 

* Apartment consists of 3 bedrooms, bathrooms, fully- 
equipped kitchen with balcony, sitting room, salon and dining 
room. 

* T.V. & video, central heating, telephone, parking area & 
watchman. 

For more information please contact 
Tel: 715815 -713193 
Fax: 713194 



ALMADA INVESTMENT LTD 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY . 
NEEDED 

Applications are Invited for the post of experienced executive 
secretary to Join ALMADA INVESTMENT Ltd. which wfll present 
new opportunities for major expansion in co-operation and poofing 
of expertise on the local, regional, and International levels in 
Investment 

The successful applicant will be an experienced executive 
secretary, with the abiftty to contribute to the company and should 
demonstrate her abilty to do the tbllowing:- 

- Ability to use computer as well as handling other office 
equipment 

- Typing Arabic and English correspondence. 

- Bi^lsh language is a must. Full daywork. 

Salary wifl be commensurate with qualifications, suitably qualified 
• applicants can said their CV with a covering letter and the names 
of three referees by Sunday 8th October, including the usual 
docunerts. 

P.O.Box. 35279 Amman 11180 Jordan. 

Tel: 668525 Fax: 666429 


FEMALE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WANTED 

An electronics establishment needs the 
services of an executive secretary with 
managerial qualifications and computer skills, 
must be fluent in English, writing and 
speaking in addition to other secretarial 
requirements. Salary according to 
qualifications. 

Call Tel: 866053 



The National Orthodox School 

* Amman - Shmeisani 
Tel: 666416 - 668974 
Tel Fax: 685393 

Applications are Invited from experienced 
qualified teachers for the following subject 
areas: 

1) English Language 

* Classes 4,5,6 ( Age groups 9 - 12 ) 

* Applicants should be native speakers 

2) Computer Science 

3) Computer Lab. Assistant 

Interested candidates should apply to the 
Administration office and/or phone the 
above numbers 

School Principal 
Issa Nino 


^^ay ^^ Cinema Plata 

-i ltobs’fngp &an^Complexi' Tel: 699238 

Proudly presents the film with the 1995 record high revenues: 

While You Were Sleeping 

Starring: Sandra Bullock & Bill Pullman 

WlVVOi 
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Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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France on defensive, aims 
for discretion in Tahiti 


Combined Agency dispatches 

FRANCE, fighting con- 
tinued local and global con- 
demnation of its latest nuc- 
lear test, was trying to stay 
discreet in its South Pacific 
territory on Tuesday to avoid 
fresh violence, officials said. 

• “In order not to put oil on 
the fire we want to remain 
very discreet,” the chief of 
gendarme forces. Colonel 
Jean-Jacques Plande. told 
Reuters in Tahiti's capital. 

As Papeete awoke to its 
normal gridlock traffic, the 
city was calm, but gen- 
darmes. in their distinctive 
blue trucks and cars, cruised 
the streets. Over 800 gen- 
darmes are deployed in the 
capital, most of them staying 
in hotels around town. 

A Molotov cocktail was 
throw at a courthouse in the 
city on Sunday Tahiti time, 
but no one was hurt (Tahiti is 
behind the international 
dateline). 

The firebomb was a sign 
that protests may take the 
form of terrorism instead of 
street riots. 

A youth speeding by on a 
motorbike threw the Molotov 
cocktail at the door of the 
courthouse hours after 
France detonated a nuclear 
blast measured ar about 100 
kiloronnes at Fangataufa 
atoll. 

France tripled its contin- 
gent of riot police in Tahiti to 
more than 720 in the days 
before its second nuclear test. 
Along with regular police, 
more than 1.000 officers are 
on duty in Papeete alone. 

This show of force has de- 
terred a repeat of anti- 


nuclear and pro- 
independence demonstra- 
tions that spiralled into riots, 
looting and arson after the 
first nuclear blast on Murur- 
oa atoll on Sept. 5. 

The riots left part of the 
international airport terminal 
burned out, and dozens of 
downtown shops and build- 
ings were looted and burned. 
More than 200 people were 
jailed. 

Some police were stripped 
of their weapons during the 
riot. leading to concern that 
renewed violence could take 
the form of sniping or other 
forms of urban terrorism. 

At the United Nations in 
New York, France again 
struck a defiant note, describ- 
ing the arguments used to 
condemn its disputed testing 
programme as “unfounded, 
unfair and mean.” 

It said the South Pacific 
Forum's decision to suspend 
France as a dialogue partner 
was "particularly un- 
pleasant.** 

In announcing the forum's 
decision to the U-N. General 
Assembly, the grouping’s 
chair, Papua New Guinea, 
said France had shown total 
disregard for regional opposi- 
tion to its test series, the first 
since Paris declared a mora- 
torium in 1992. 

“I am absolutely dismayed 
at France's continuing disre- 
gard of the South Pacific 
Forum and the international 
community's outrage at the 
French government's arro- 
gance in detonating yet 
another nuclear bomb." 
Papua New Guinea’s Prime 
Minister Julius Chan said in a 
statement issued after his 


U.N. address. 

He also commented on the 
possibility of the forum's 
member states breaking bi- 
lateral ties with Paris. So far 
only the tiny island nations of 
Nauru and Kiribati have sus- 
pended relations. 

"I can sense that individual 
countries will begin to view 
the bilateral relations with 
France and that will have an 
effect on trade and other 
areas of cooperation with 
France.*’ Mr. Chan told Au- 
stralian Radio. 

But Australia, one of the 
region's fiercest critics of 
French testing, immediately 
rejected suggestions that 
Canberra suspend ties with 
Paris. 

“Engagement is the 
answer,' 1 Australian Prime 
Minister Paul Keating told 
reporters in the southern city 
of Adelaide. 

Regional analysts said 
France’s influence as a major 
aid dono.r to the region meant 
it was unlikely many small 
island nations would follow 
the example of Nauru and 
Kiribati. 

Japan, one of the region's 
two biggest aid donors along 
with Australia, said on Tues- 
day it would send a special 
envoy to the United Nations 
next week to seek more sup- 
port for a proposed resolu- 
tion calling for an immediate 
halt to nuclear testing. 

Yoshio Hatano. a former 
Japanese ambassador to the 
‘world body, will travel to 
New York on Sunday to start 
rallying support among dele- 
gates from other countries, a 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said in Tokyo. 



Settlers run down Palestinian woman in Hebron 

HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli settlers in a car knocked down 
a 60-year-old Palestinian woman in the occupied West 
Bank town of Hebron on Tuesday. Arab sources said. 
Fatima Jaradat. 60, was taken to hospital with a broken leg. 
She said the settlers, who drove off. ran her down on 
purpose. 

Metro train crash in Cairo, 14 injured 

CAIRO (AP) — Two trains crashed Tuesday at a suburban 
Cairo station, injuring 14 people, including an eight-year- 
old boy. A metro train approaching from the Helwan 
terminal, 30 kilometres south of Cairo, crashed into a 
standing train at Torah station, halfway from the city, 
police said. The driver of the incoming train and 13 
passengers were hurt, the official Middle East News 
Agency said. The driver was seriously injured, and the legs 
of an eight-year-old boy, Ayman Fathy Mohammad, were 
severed in the crash,’ the agency said. Police put the 
number of injured at six — all in the standing train — and 
said they were only slightly hurt. The report did not say 
how many passengers were in each train. The Cairo- 
Helwan metro line was closed after the crash. 

Iraqi caught trying to sneak into Kuwait’ 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The Kuwaiti authorities 
arrested an Iraqi soldier caught trying to infiltrate the 
emirate after deserting, A1 Anbaa newspaper reported 
Tuesday. The soldier, still in uniform, was spotted in the 
border region of the Urn Naqa by a Kuwiati patrol, the 
newspaper said without giving a date for his arrest. During 
interrogation die soldier said Baghdad was massing uoops 
in the Zubeir region just over the border to suppress 
growing opposition in the Shiite-majority south of Iraq. 
The Kuwaiti Defence Ministry refused to comment on the 
report. Kuwaiti authorities and newspapers have regularly 
announced the arrests of Iraqi infiltrators since Kuwait was 
liberated from Iraqi occupation in the 1991 Gulf war. 

Liberal reelected Tunisian parliament speaker 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia's parliament on Tuesday reelected 
Habib Boulares, a liberal figure in Tunisian politics, as its 
speaker. Mr. Boulares, 61, is a politburo member of the 
ruling Constitutional Democratic Rally (RCD), which 
holds 144 of the 163 seats of the chamber of deputies. A 
woman, Chediia Boukhchina, was elected deputy speaker, 
replacing another woman, Saida Kefi. Mohammad Hedi 
Khelil was also reelected deputy speaker. 

12 jailed for illegal fishing in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AP) — Eleven Pakistanis and a Palesti- 
nian have been convicted of illegal fishing in Somali waters 
and sentenced to five years each in prison, a radio station 
reported Tuesday. The station, which supports General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed, one of Somalia’s three self- 
proclaimed presidents, said the 12 were tried in a civilian 
court established by the warlord's alleged government in 
south Mogadishu, The proceedings were not open to the 
press or public. The 12 were captured in late February just 
off the Somali coast in the Indian Ocean about 30 
kilometres south of Mogadishu. Their refrigerated boat 
was impounded. Some Western diplomats contend that 
Gen. Aideed's militiamen captured and detained the 
Pakistanis in an attempt to force the government in 
Islamabad to recognise Gen. Aideed's pretentions to the 
presidency. 

Iraq urges Egypt to give medical help 

CAIRO fAP) — In a sign of deteriorating health condi- 
tions, Iraq appealed to Egypt on Tuesday to provide it with 
medicine to help combat chronic illnesses and malnutrition. 
The Iraqi health minister, Omed Medbat, complained that 
millions of Iraqis lack adequate medicine for chronic 
illnesses like heart disease, Iraqi diplomats in Cairo said. 
Children and the elderly are increasingly suffering from 
malnutrition after five years of crushing U.N. sanctions, 
the diplomats said. Dr. Medhat, who was in Cairo for a 
gathering of Arab health ministers, appealed to his 
Egyptian counterpart, Aii Abdul Fatah, to provide Iraq 
with medicines — either for free or on credit. It was not 
clear whether Egypt responded, the diplomats said. Before 
the 1991 Gulf war, Iraq used to import from Egypt S40Q 
million worth of pharmaceuticals a year, meeting about 60 
per cent of its needs. Iraq’s health care system — financed 
by oil revenue — was considered one of the best in the 
Arab World. 




Prince Charles 

Cliarles 
for no 
barriers 
between 
Muslims 
and West 

MUSCAT (R) — Britain’s 
Prince Charles on Tuesday 
called for the breaking of 
barriers of ignorance and 
.misunderstanding between 
the people in the Muslim and 
Western worlds. 

Speaking at a ceremony to 
mark the opening of an ex- 
hibition about Muslims in 
Britain, the prince said it was 
his view that the contribution 
“which Muslims make to 
British life and prosperity is 
still not sufficiently widely 
understood." 

He said he believed that 
“by breaking down the bar- 
riers of ignorance and mis- 
understanding between peo- 
ple in the Muslim and West- 
ern worlds, we can find a 
means of avoiding ... the 
hostilities which have at times 
bedevilled relations between 
our two societies over centur- 
ies." 

But he noted this was not 
an easy task "when the 
Western world is increasingly 
secular in its outlook and 
when there is a tendency to 
worship the God of technolo- 
gy" 

He said that “in this regard 
we can learn from the world 
of Islam, as in the past, and 
perhaps discover how to res- 
tore a sense of the sacred in 
our lives." 

The heir to the British 
throne said that “in the 
search for what is called su- 
stainable development.' it is 
only a sense of the sacred 
which can provide the wis- 
dom needed to limit the 
potential dangers of human 
ambition and arrogance." 

Prince Charles later left for 
the city of Salalah for talks 
with Sultan Qaboos on the 
second day of a six-day visit 
to the country, an Omani 
official said. 

He was due to watch a 
demonstration by the Oman 
armed forces followed by a 
banquet hosted by the Sul- 
Wrwho attended Britain’s 
Sandhurst Military Academy. 


ASSASSINATION BID: The shattered remains of the car of Macedonian President Gligorov after a 
bomb exploded in central Skopje on Tuesday, killing the driver and wounding the president in an 
assassination attempt which coincided with his government's moves to mend fences with neighbouring 
Serbia and Greece (see page one) (AFP photo) 



‘Joint projects needed 
to cement M.E. peace’ 


LIMASSOL (AP) — The 
Middle East peace process 
will be consolidated only af- 
ter Arabs and Israelis con- 
clude joint development pro- 
jects. speakers from both 
sides said during an energy 
conference Tuesday. 

Former Jordanian Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber 
said it was imperative to dose 
the huge disparity in per capi- 
ta income between Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

He said an Israeli's annual 
income averaged S14.000 a 
year, a Palestinian's a scant 
SI .000. 

As foreign minister. Dr. 
Abu Jaber headed a joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian team 
to the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks when they began in 
Madrid in October 1991. 

“Four years later, the re- 

S 'on is still not at peace, 
aving much room for pes- 
simism," he cautioned. 

“Israel has to take a quan- 
tum leap into redefining its 
security, not in military terms 
alone, and thus must’under- 
stand that for the peace to be 
durable, it has to be both 
honorable and comprehen- 
sive," he added. 

Dr. Abu Jaber called on 
the United States, Japan and 
the European Union (EU) 
states to support the process 


through economic assistance. 

He said that “for decades 
the canot of peace dangled 
promising development and 
investment designed to right 
the conflict-caused economic 
disparities... 

“It is only through a mas- 
sive and serious effort thar 
the region can extricate itself 
from the terribly strong web 
of under-development in 
which it has been caught. 

“The prospects depend not 
only on local and regional 
factories but on offshore 
effort - as well ... yet no 
marshall-like plan seems to 
be in the offing,” he said. 

The conference, organised 
by the Cyprus-based Arab 
Press Service. (APS), is de- 
bating Middle East energy 
strategy to the year 2008. 

“Real peace will come only 
after we conclude such joint 
projects as oil pipelines and 
energy networks linking all 
the states in the region." APS 
Chairman Pierre Shammas 
told the 80 senior oil execu- 
tives from 30 countries 
attending the annual confer- 
ence. 

Amos Ron. former 
director-general of Israel's 
energy ministry, said that 
Israel was proceeding with 

(Continued on page 7} 


Algerian newspaper 
editor gunned down 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
editor of Algeria’s main Ara- 
bic language newspaper was 
shot dead on Tuesday morn- 
ing in central Algiers, an 
Algerian official statement 
said. 

Omar Ouartilan. 36-year- 
old editor of the Arabic daily 
A1 Khabar. was shot in 
Algiers near a press complex 
housing several newspaper 
offices, including A1 Khabar. 
said the statement carried by 
the Algerian news agency* 
APS. 

This is the third murder of 
a newspaper editor in Alger- 
ia's Four years of civil strife 
pitting guerrillas against gov- 
ernment forces, previousvic- 
tims included the editors of 
the A1 Mujahid and LF Matin 
newspapers. 

According to a colleague of 
Quartilan’s gunmen struck 
when he was leaving his 
home in the belcourt suburb 
of Algiers. 

The official statement did 
not say who had killed quarti- 
lan. the fifth journalist shot 
dead over the last month. 

The authorities have 
blamed militants for the mur- 
der of about 50 journalists 
and media workers since 
June 1993 when guerrillas 
threatened reporters with 


death for their alleged siding 
with the army-backed gov- 
ernment side. 

Most of Algeria's editors 
live in a heavy-guarded com- 
pound near Algiers. Several 
journalists have been gunned 
down while leaving it to visit 
parents or children. 

Algeria’s main newspap- 
ers. including Al Khabar. 
staged a three-day strike last 
month to protest against the 
"systematic slaughter" of 
journalists. 

Seven Algeria militants 
were convicted by a Belgian 
court on Tuesday of planning 
guerrilla attacks but their 
presumed leader. Ahmad 
Zaoui, and four others were 
acquitted. 

Mr. Zaoui and his co- 
accused, all alleged members 
of Algeria's fundamentalist 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), had been charged 
with offences ranging from 
forming a gang, possession of 
arms and explosives, forgery 
and receiving stolen goods’ 

In acquitting Mr. Zaoui. a 
former Algerian university 
professor, court president 
Claire de Gryse said in her 
45-minute ruling that in the 
absence of clear material 
proof there was a doubt ab- 
out this guilt. 


Sudan has highest number of AIDS cases in Arab World 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan has 
the highest number of AIDS 
sufferers in the /. rab World, 
where the total number of 
registered cases has risen by 
12 per cent, the World 
Health Organisation (WHO; 
said Tuesday. 

There are 1.090 cases of 
the disease registered in 
Sudan and 649 in Djibouti, a 
WHO report said, pointing to 
close links between AIDS 
and tuberculosis in both 
countries. 

The third worst-affected 


country was Morocco with 
249 cases, followed by Tuni- 
sia, Egypt. Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia. 

The WHO report said a 
total of 3,043 cases of AIDS 
were registered in the 22 
countries of the East 
Mediterranean region, which 
includes all Arab countires 
except Algeria and Maurita- 
nia, as well as Iran, Cyprus 
and Pakistan. 

But the real figure of suf- 
ferers is likely to be “three or 


four times higher, between 
9,000 and 12,000 cases," be- 
cause of the absence of sys- 
tematic registration systems, 
the report said. 

The number of cases was 
an increase of 12 per cent in 
1994, showing that the dis- 
ease is increasingly transmit- 
ted sexually. 

Another 150,000 people 
are registered as HIV- 
positive in the East 
Mediterranean, the WHO re- 
port said. 

It said that AIDS was still 


“in its infamy in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, but the dis- 
ease has consolidated be- 
cause it was sexually trans- 
mitted in 87 per cent of reg- 
istered cases in 1994 whereas 
when it first appeared in this 
region it was caused by the 
transfusion of contaminated 
blood." 

The report was published 
to coincide with an annual 
conference of the WHO’s re* 
2 which opened 


Gamaa threatens violence against 
Americans over bomb plot verdict 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's 
largest militant group 
threatened Americans Tues- 
day with “all means of vio- 
lence" in retaliation for the 
conviction of Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman. 

The warning came in pam- 
phlets sent to security author- 
ities and posted on walls in ar 
least two southern Egyptian 
provinces, police said. It was 
the first statement by Gamaa 
Al Islamiyah, or the Islamic 
Group, since rhe conviction 
in New York Sunday. 

“We warn you (Amer- 
icans) with the use of all 
means of violence." a police 
source said, quoting the pam- 
phlet. 

The U.S. embassy in Cairo 
had no immediate comment, 
but said it was to issue a 
statement to U.S. expatriates 
later. About 11.500 Amer- 
icans live in Egypt, the 
embassy said. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman and 
nine others were convicted 
on Sunday of conspiring to 
bomb the United Nations, 
tunnels and a bridge to fright- 
en the United Slates into 
changing its Mideast policies. 

The Islamic Group, many 
of whose followers consider 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman their 
spiritual leader, is Egypt's 
largest militant group and has 
carried out hit-and-run 
attacks since 1992. mainly in 
impoverished southern 
Egypt. More than 830 people 
— most of them militants and 
police — have died in the 
dashes. 

Eight foreign tourists have 


been killed in attacks blamed 
on the Islamic Group since 
1992. None were Americans. 

The police sources in 
Assiut and Qena provinces 
said the threats were specifi- 
cally directed at American 
tourists. Both provinces are 
rich in pharaonic antiquities, 
although they attract fewer 
visitors than the famed ruins 
of Luxor and Aswan. 

Assiut and Qena — as well 
as neighbouring Minya pro- 
vince — are traditional stron- 
gholds of the Islamic Group. 

A lawyer who defends 
Egyptian militants told an 
Arabic newspaper Tuesday 
that Sheikh Abdul Rahman's 
cortviction was part of "an 
American plot against Islam 
and the Islamic leaders." 

“I am afraid that this deci- 
sion will increase the spirit of 
hostility against Americans 
everywhere." Montasser Al 
Zayat told the London-based 
Al Hayat newspaper. 

Other Muslim activists 
similarly condemned the 
trial. 

The president of the 
Sudanese Bar Association 
called the conviction a U.S. 
plot to brand Islam with ter- 
rorism. 

Fathi Khalil, who is also 
secretary-general of the gov- 
ernment's human rights 
advisory council, told 
Sudan's Akhbar Al Yom 
newspaper Tuesday that the 
ruling "implies a prearranged 
agreement between the pro- 
secution and certain Amer- 
ican circles." 

Security was tightened at 


the sprawling U.S. embassy 
— which takes up about a dry 
block — and other American 
institutions. 

In his first interview since 
he was convicted. Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman said Monday 
the government was trying 
"to break my spirit" by mov- 
ing him from New York. 

The sheikh was moved at 
5:30 a.m. Monday from the 
Metropolitan Correctional 
Centre in Manhattan to the 
U.S. Medical Centre for 
.Federal Prisoners in Spring- 
field, Missouri. 

In a telephone interview 
from the medical centre, the 
5 7-y ear-old cleric said he was 
denied a fair trial and now 
the government was trying to 
separate him from his 
lawyers, purportedly because 
of his health. 

“Well they make me sick- 
er. They make me sicker." 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman said 
as he sat Monday night in a 
cell isolated from other in- 
mates. Coughing occasional- 
ly. he spoke to the Associ- 
ated Press in a three-way call 
with a translator. 

He complained that he was 
strip-searched when he ar- 
rived at the medical centre 
and was not given any better 
medical care than before. 

“They show your private 
parts to everyone. 1 told 
them. *no 1 can't do that.* 
They said, ’this is the law, 
you have to do it.- I said, 
'well, this is the American 
(aw that humiliates a human 
being.”’ Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man said. 

The sheikh said it was clear 


the government did not want 
him to be able to work on his 
case with his lawyers. 

“This is part of a govern- 
ment planning for hardship 
against me and trying to 
break my spirit." he said. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
said he was denied a fair trial 
by a judge who refused to 
allow jurors to be questioned 
adequately to weed out their 
biases about Muslims or 
Arabs. 

He said he has plenty of 
grounds to appeal, including 
the fact that the judge did not 
tell defence lawyers that the 
alleged mastermind of the 
multiple plots — Siddig Ibra- 
him Siddig Ali — was talking 
to the government before 
opening statements. 

Just days into the trial. 
Mr. Siddig Ali pleaded guiltv 
in a cooperation deal. 

Mr. Siddig Ali was alleged- 
ly the architect of plans to 
assassinate Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and to 
bomb the New York land- 
marks in a 10-minute span. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
also said the judge refused to 
allow the defence to get a 
State Department document 
that would prove the United 
States arrested him at the 
request of the Egyptian gov- 
ernment. 

"I am jailed for my politic- 
al beliefs and my religious 
beliefs. Despite that, there is 
not a shred of evidence that 1 
am a conspirator." he said 
and with that comment, his 
phone connection was cut 
off. 


Industrialist 
pledges $100 m 
to fight cancer 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) 

An industrialist who has 

been battling cancer has 
announced that his la f™y 
will donate a record SI 00 
million to research the dis- 
ease. The gift by Jon M. 
Huntsman Sr. and his fam- 
ily is the largest financial 
contribution ever to med- 
ical research and the sec- 
ond-largest cash gift in the 
history of American higher 
education, according to the 
Almanac of Higher 
Education. Pledges gath- 
ered by Mr. Huntsman will 
add an additional S51 mil- 
lion to the total. Huntsman 
said Monday morning that 
he was unaware until last 
week how his donation 
ranks. "We weren't trying 
to break any records or 
establish any goal. We 
were just trying to do our 
part." said Mr. Huntsman, 
who oversees a worldwide 
petrochemical conglomer- 
ate bearing his name, 
based in Salt Lake City. 
The money will go to 
researchers at the 
University of Utah’s 
Huntsman Cancer 

Institute, established in 
1993 with a $20 million 
pledge from the Huntsman 
family. Even before that, 
the university had about 
250 scientists working on 
grants from the National 
Cancer Institute. The 
Huntsmans had hoped to 
build on their original 
pledge by raising $100 
million. They didn't make 
that goal, but did manage 
to secure $51 million in 
pledges from outside 
sources, including $15 mil- 
lion from the British phar- 
maceutical giant Glaxo- 
Wellcome, part of which 
goes to Duke University in 
North Carolina. 

Kirov Ballet 
director, 
choreographer 
arrested for bribes 

ST. PETERSBURG, 
Russia (AP) — The direc- 
tor and the chief choreog- 
rapher of the world-famous 
Kirov Ballet have been 
arrested for allegedly tak- 
ing bribes totalling mil- 
lions of dollars, officials 
said. Anatoly Maikov, the 
director of the 212-year old 
theatre, was arrested in his 
offices Friday while 
accepting a $10,000 bribe 
from a Canadian impre- 
sario for the right to organ- 
ise the company’s foreign 
tour. The businessman had 
tipped the police, which 
marked the money intend- 
ed for the bribe, said an 
official with Sl Petersburg 
prosecutor’s office, who 
asked not to be identified. 
Police found $150,000 in 
cash during the search in 
Mr. Maikov’s office, and 
called an audit in the the- 
atre. Russia's Independent 
Television showed neat 
stacks of bank-wrapped 
$100 bills piled on Mr. 
Maikov’s table. Oleg 
Vinogradov, the ballet’s 
chief choreographer for the 
last 18 years, was also 
arrested over the weekend. 
The case appeared to be 
one of the most scandalous 
instances of bribery in 
recent years, although cor- 
ruption has become ram- 
pant after the Soviet col- 
lapse, fuelled by the eco- 
nomic chaos, backward 
legislation and police 
weakness. 

Robbers loot 500 
train passengers 
in Bangladesh 

DHAKA (AP) — About 35 
armed robbers halted a 
train by placing tree logs 
on the track, then looted Si 
the 500 passengers, police 
said Tuesday. Twelve pas- 
sengers aboard the Purabu 
Express who resisted the 
robbers were injured. The 
robbery occurred Monday 
flight as the 12-car train 
was reaching Dhaka from 
the southeastern port city 
of Chittagong. After stop- 
ping the train at Arikhola 
village, 48 kilometres east 
of Dhaka, the robbers 
broke open the train doors 
and looted the passengers. 



